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EDWARD G. ALLEN. + HAMILTON MURRAY. 


London Agency for American Libraries 


28 HENRIETTA ST., COVENT GARDEN, LONDON. 


Special Notice to Librarians. 


Messrs. E. G. ALLEN & MURRAY desire to lay before you the 
advantages of this Agency for obtaining English and Foreign Books, 
Magazines, Periodicals, etc., and for General Library Work in Great 
Britain. 

Early Issues of Catalogues of Second-hand Books from all the Stock- 
keeping Booksellers in the Kingdom. 

Catalogues of Publishers, New Books, Government Publications, Blue 
Books, Patents, Ordnance Maps, etc. 


Advance Auction Catalogues promptly mailed—thus providing early 
opportunities for securing Good and Choice Books at moderate rates. 


All Important Books Collated Before Delivery. 

Defects of Rare Books Reproduced in Facsimile. 

Continuations of Scientific Serials carefully noted and forwarded 
promptly on publication. 

Should you desire an efficient London Agency of long and extensive 
experience in exclusively Library Work, Messrs. E.G. ALLEN & MURRAY 
will be pleased to answer any questions, feeling confident that the 
thorough equipment of their establishment will enable them to meet 
every library requirement in a satisfactory manner. 


References permitted to first-class Libraries. 
Special terms for large orders. 


1856-1901. 
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Associati 1eets in Bos 
ton and Magnolia for it 
The 


number of 


American Library 


conference outlined 


last 


nual 
the 


program, as 


in JOURNAL, shows 


have be- 


again how varied library interests 


come and how busy a week is before the 
It 
that what may be called the 
the meeting requires each 
amount of and crowds papers 
and general discussion. This is to a 
degree; yet it should not be forgotten that 
most of the formal reports deal with subjects 
of general upon 
action is desirable, while a very large pro- 
portion of the program is given to sections 
group meetings 

One remedy suggested for the over- 


delegates evokes the familiar criticism 
“machinery” of 
year a 
out 


true, 


greater 


space 


importance which united 


and on special phases of 
work. 
crowding of the program is the dropping of 
the practice of calling special conference meet- 
ings of local 


The members of such associations have gen- 


state or library associations. 


erally a fair acquaintance with one another 
and can meet at other times and places with 
greater effectiveness than amid the distrac- 
tions of “conference week,” and there is cer 
tainly fair ground for questioning the wisdom 
of a practice that limits the too brief oppor- 
tunities a conference affords of meeting those 
cannot meet at other times and broaden- 


one 


ing personal and local points of view. 


EVERYTHING indicates 


conference will touch high-water m 
} +h 


delightful season of the year, before the 


attendance. Coming as it does at 


meeting at one of the 


New 


tense heat of summer, 
beautiful of 
and offering special 
the of 


and vicinity, it holds special attractions which 


most the 


England coast 
facilities f 


Boston, Cambridge 


resorts, 


visiting libraries 


have been promptly realized by librarians in 


country. It is worth while 


all sections of 
te repeat, what has been so often said before, 
that the librarian 
especially for the first time, with an open mind 


and an interest in the 


who goes to a conference, 


work, derives from it 
a fund of encouragement and practical help 
that direct results to the library is 


m its 


trustees, 


often the 


Is especialy 
1, 


ries, where t 
most unrelieved, an 

help 
+} 


most 


come from meeting 
work and seeing different 
Yet 


attendance 


subject there are 
librarian’s 
by trustees in earnest 
where at least leave of al 
not be 


till 


give earnest attention to t 


tranted as a matter 


time for trustec 


is 
and 
whereby conference attendance may 


Ma 


he ways 

sured; and it is to be hoped that the 

will 
sent 


record in 
official 


the smaller libraries of the country 


set a 


meeting 


delegates as senta 


repre 


THE tragic death of Paul Leicester 
Mould 


ends an extraordinary career 
of 


through his mother—a 
of Noah Webster ee! 
he 1 


handicapped in 
misfortune 


nature in the giant frame 
inheriting 
daughter 
powers, was 


dwarfed h 


which 
limited phy 
Phese 


many year 
lopment 
will c 


nquere: 


came known as a write 


his friends as a marvel! 


up in his father’s rem 


literary work in this fic 
lations with the Lrprar\ 


ne of the ed 


was 
His editorial we 
brother Wort! 
gre 

exc 
fiction 
as to his near f1 


no thought of making the 


he 


ed 
his father, 
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His strong individuality was sweetness to his 
friends, but made bitterness with others. 
Words cannot reflect the tragedy of the end. 
The library profession claimed only a part of 
Paul Ford’s time, but in that time he did 
more than many men who have given a life- 
time to the work, and those who knew him 
as an editor of this journal, and in other 
relations as a bibliographer, will lay a laurel 
tiring appreciation upon his untimely 


grave 


Ir is unfortunate that the American Book- 
sellers’ Association in dealing with the net 
question has indulged in a diatribe rather 
than an argument. Nothing is to be gained 
on the part of the producers and distributors 
of books by treating the position of the li- 
brarians in this manner, and we trust that 
the spirit shown in this pronunciamento may 
not be reflected in any action of the library 
associations or of librarians individually. 
The librarians of the country, collectively 
and individually, believe that their position 
as bookbuyers is distinctive, in their relations 
with public service, and is entitled to recog- 
nition in the prices of books sold for library 
purposes. At the conference of the Amert- 
can Library Association where the question 
first came up for discussion nothing could 
be better, from a fair-minded point of view, 
whether that of publishers, booksellers, or li- 
brarians. than the tone shown—of willing- 
ness to participate in a proposed reform 
which should in the end work out a better and 
possibly fairer method of book distribution. 
The publishers, on the whole, have appre- 
ciated the tone of the library profession; it 
is the more unfortunate that the booksellers 
have not done so 


Presipent Extor has faced boldly a ques- 
tion which most librarians have preferred to 
leave to their successors in the latter part of 
the 20th century. As Dr. Poole used to em- 
phasize, no librarian can tell which is a “live” 
book and which is a “dead” book — especially 
for future generations; but, on the other 
hand. it will sooner or later become physically 
impossible — not to say pecuniarily impossi- 
ble —to put every book that ever was issued 
at the instant service of every reader. Per- 
haps the time ts not yet when this question 
can be solved, although the British Museum, 
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and the Bibliothéque Nationale, as also the 
Library of Congress, the Harvard library 
and presently the New York Public Library 
must have it more and more before them as 
years and decades pile up volumes by the 
thousand, hundred thousand and million. If 
it is too soon to “hazard a wise conclusion,” 
it is not too soon to do a good deal of think- 
ing on this problem of the future, which ts 
so soon to be a difficulty of the present. 


Communications. 


GIFTS AND BEQUESTS: INFORMATION 
DESIRED. 

Liprartans who have not already reported 
gifts of over 250 volumes or of $500, or more, 
made to their libraries since July I, 1901, are 
reminded that such reports must be made at 
once in order to appear in the report to be 
presented at the Boston and Magnolia Con- 
ference of the American Library Association, 
in June. Other noteworthy giits falling be- 
low these limitations will be inserted if con- 
sidered of sufficient importance. All commu- 
nications should be sent to 

Georce Watson COLE, 
Graham Court, New York City 


AN ITEM IN LIBRARY ARCHAEOLOGY 


Tue report of the Public Library of Malden, 
Mass., reviewed in your last issue, page 218, 
seems to resemble the 240th report of the 
Public Library of Erehwon, which was so 
long magnificently supervised and controlled 
by the literary exotic Eviladaed. In one of 
the cuneiform bricks recovered by the Ab- 
stract Society in their exploration at Ereh- 
won, a list was given of some books lost 
from a room the youthful people of that gen- 
eration frequented The missing volumes 
were subsequently found to have been mislaid 
on the shelves of a covered cavern in one of 
the Assyrian deserts. They were not lost 
and the explorers returned them. The loss 
to the original library was estimated to be 
44 “srallod”; the recovery of them when the 
expenses of the explorers were duly totalled 
amounted to 44.392 “srallod.” Fortunately 
the discovered brick contained the names of 
the children who had mislaid these books. 
No ground for misdemeanor on their part 


could be attributed to them. They were 
nearly all members of the Royal Family of 
Erehwon. Two of them became rulers and 


fortunately for posterity, in another brick dis- 
covered during the same exploration, an ac- 
count was given of an image raised to the 
honor of one of the gods of the country by 
one of these misdemeaning children in re- 
membrance of his great success in life. He 
attributed his rise in life to the benefits of the 
books he had read at the library, from which 
he was at one time charged with having stolen 
a book. A Brick HuNTER. 
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READING FOR THE POOR* 


drawn sharply 


nhuence 
Museum 


stimulus sonal in- 


der t 


fluence and encouragement. T limited 


information of h pl he lac 
leisure, and more than 

and inertia resulting fre 

1.,) 


otony of their daily 


courage such pilgrimages 
learned of a truck driver who had live: 
his life in New York and had never seen 
Brooklyn Bridge, though his home was 
not a mile distant. This is by no means an 
unusual case. It is but typical of the barren- 
ness of life for the poorest people in our great 
cities 

The fear of want is ever present with 
great numbers of the poor. It is a fear so 
very akin to probability, that they have al- 
ways to take it into account. The unskilled 
laborer too often fails in his efforts to secure 


*Read at Bi-State Library Meeting, Atlantic City, 
N. J., March 15, 1902 
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an important 
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tion Society of N 
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OF the poor there are many degre nd etter mater H 
Classes, With varying environment and oppor through cy ut 
tunit \\ n our great cities, they are on strike ni t 
‘onfronted | ndit } 
contronted by conditions the most unfavor teresting and ct i 
anle There the tinction between social many and 
notwithstanding the fact that individuals are recreation for mind 
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Of its own, seidom visiting, and often scarce na i on 
ware of the exi ten< of the Th oh 
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poor, and by this term I mean throughout vere not untay ble e1 ; nt tt Aaa 
this paper he unsk lled ring class of le ist part ent 
possession of whole blocks and often of en ndividual privacy ar fort é age ae 59 
tire wards At the best they dwell in an been made pract Where 
unchanging environment. with a monotony of t} ere isa la pure ut 
lif which stifles mbition, precludes high 4 nee f sunshin | 
1deais, and Mts aspirations At the worst, cuties must be performed 
his roken level of unfortunate humanity tis not surprising that the 
so low as to become a “folk f attractions and refining 
swam 1 whose unwholesome atmosphere, \dd to the burden of poverty, the depr ee 
contaminated by the miasma of vic and sion of a « uraging environment the 
ignorance, there is the least possible amount blight of vicious amusement epee | aa 
of the oxygen of energizing and uplifting in » cheerlec< nd mifortle 
iries, and other places of poor to rise in life Peto attain t eres 
e not visited by the poor ct education and culture that re TB ae 
of e toreign rn to use Eng 
thy et for the fart that 
lis- effort has been mad oply tly 
to them books uted eir mee Pub- 
lic rarities are taking vork 1 n 
increased extent tt ent P 
realized the helpful intiuencs ig 
agencies are, however t ise vreat 
cesert of ellectual pr it 
do 3 rea nd I do not 
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timony of a ‘ have 
sociated with them in 
il \ K ot Kinds, 
ort Charity Organiza- 
ey York City ha that 
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luring the past four years, in which time he 


has visited practically every tenement house 
on Manhattan Island below the City Hall, 
he has seen only one person reading a book. 
Another agent could remember no such in- 
stance in an experience of 12 years, save in 
the case of people who had fallen from a 
higher station in life. 

These statements, it is true, come from 
those who have had to do mainly with the 
very poor, those below the level of self-sup- 
port. Yet their testimony is not unsupported 
by that of workers in social settlements who 
reach a class above, and I believe the 
statements are indicative of the true state of 
affairs. It must always be borne in mind 
that for the most part those in need of char- 
itable assistance are but a section of the un- 
skilled laboring class which has fallen tem- 
porarily into distress, a condition which a 
great part of this class may have experi- 
enced, and to which all sections of it are 
more or less liable 

Literature which bears a direct relation 
to the needs of the poor, if of a readable 
character, will be read when placed in their 
hands. The charity agent of whom I first 
spoke, notwithstanding the discouragement 
of the observation he had made, distributed 
among housekeepers in his district 100 
copies of a popular treatise on the pre- 
vention and cure of tuberculosis. Upon in- 
vestigation three months later, he found that 
65 were still in use, thumb-marked and dog- 
eared in mute testimony of the practical ser- 
vice they had rendered. The men of all 
classes of the poor, moreover, when able to 
read at al 
with their lurid type, sensational statements 


1, peruse the yellow journals, which 
and illustrations, gratify their desire for in- 
tense emotion 

It is the children of the poor that we find 
at once the greatest opportunity and the 
brightest hope for library work. Among the 
poor it is often only the children who know 
how to read, and without regard to class, 
children are the ones in whom the habit of 
reading may most easily be cultivated. They 
are the medium through which nearly all 


that is elevating in life reaches the homes 
of the poor. The influence which they exert 
is ever potent. The school, the settlement- 
1e library reveal to them a new 
ife than they enjoy. The young 


club, and t 


i 


and better 


mind thus influenced inevitably raises the 
standard of the home, and even leaves its 
mark upon the neighborhood 

Children in the homes of the poor, such as 
I have described, must depend almost entirely 
upon what they receive from books for moral 
and mental stimulus. They have few ath- 
letics, few real games, no music, No art. They 
know little of nature. The changing seasons 
mean little more to them than the transition 
from winter’s cold to the sweltering heat of 
summer. Wild flowers never lend a charm to 
their barren lives. From their teachers in 
the public schools and from their books they 
mst get all they are to know of the good and 
the beauty and the opportunities of life. 

It is not necessary that I should dwell 
upon the effects of such mental poverty as 
results from the lack of acquaintance with 
good books. The need for the elevating in- 
fluence of wholesome reading 1s so evident 
that we are led at once to consider the best 
means of supplying it. 

The adult poor, of whom I wish to speak 
first. cannot at once be induced to read books. 
lt is too great a departure from their estab- 
lished habits, and such reading is out of 
harmony with their usual line of thought. 
Their progress in reading, as in all else, 
must be a growth, an extension of present 
interests, and not a branch grafted on from 
another root 

Periodical literature, especially the illus- 
trated papers and magazines, and trade jour- 
pr vided 


ft ti homes ¢ 


nals. can easily be made popular if 
within easy access of if 


the por 


in attractive reading rooms where the social 
intellectual side can be made 


I 


as well as the 
prominent. If, furthermore, a librarian is in 
attendance who is in sympathy with the 
wants and needs of the people, and who may 
to some extent encourage their discussion of 


jolitical. socia!, and industrial questions, and 


point out readable ! 
subjects, then a growing interest im such a 


yooks upon these various 
library can be awakened, which will lead 
more and more to the carrying away of 
books to be read at home. The work of the 
librarian must be largely that of bringing 
books and readers together The love of 
reading, indeed, comes mostly from contact 
with those who love reading themselves. 
The highest grade of librarian and attend- 
ants should be sent to the poorest districts. 
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course the broader characteristics of ise co-operation between 


ighborhood, as well as the needs of 
individuals, must be considered. It is neces- 
sary to understand the constructive and de 
structive forces, the industrial and social con- 
ditions, the racial characteristics of the 
neighborhood when establishing a branch li- 


brary and selecting the books and attendants 
for it. For instance, the well equipped li- 
brary pl 
tendants despised Jews and loathed dirty 


iced in a Jewish district, whose at- 

children, was a failure. Another indispens- as valuable 

able condition is that the books should be that the library 

kept on open shelves. The person who cas pon the 

ually picks up a book prompted by curiosity ment of the city can hardly 

will return the second time with more inter- The work of the Webster 

est as he finds that it contains things which Library, maintained by tl 

he really desires to know and which he can _ Settlement of New York ¢ 

use. with the schools in the 
The poor have a peculiar claim upon the the 600 teachers in these 

public library. They need its wisest and library in various ways 

most special service. They should have are appreciated is evident 

books which will reveal to them the courtesy, of 2000 personal letters 

the polite manners, and the social customs  brarian from these teacher 

of a modest American family life. The library and its influence 

poor, I fear, are not greatly helped by the _ lives. 

fiction which takes them into the rich man’s iar-reaching and 

parlor and shows only the luxury, the ele- of libraries through 

gance, and leisure of his life. There should yet fails to reach 

be reading which will create ideals by ex- house children who 

alting the heroic deeds of common people, who are beyond the 

such as is beginning to appear in our maga- who are too timid and 1: 

zines; literature that will lift them up out of public libraries. For th 

themselves and give them noble ambition the travelling libraries wl 


The poor need books on the trades in which the homes of the poor 


they are engaged; books and papers in the braries and 


language of their native land; history and bi 

ography; books which will give them “glimpses 

of the great world into which they have been ’ 

born, some conception of the heritage which instances is transformin 

they may claim, and of its cost to countless stantly seen of their pra 

generations in blood and tears, in sorrow and everyday life in the famil 

suffering.” cleanliness of person and hou 
not the privileges of the public li- ing pride in better surroun 

accessible as those of the eral uplifting of the whol 

public school if we are to continue to regard higher plane, and what 

it as one of the great educational forces? the keeping it there. Tl 

Where the library does not stand as such, of such libraries on fami! 

the management should not be content until recognition among 

its influence is felt in every portion of the shown by the appeal 

community in which it is situated. Especially years, living in 

important js it that library privileges should be streets of Boston, t 

extended to the children The most ready be pla ed in het 


and direct way to encourage and direct their 


Of 
and the librarv. The good 
af 1 oO rut ic 
life The librat poor child's 
the schools has 1 nrougn 
the work the value of 
The latest report of 
valuable 
it 
ence 
if 
lating 
Fa Side House 
is very largely 
ghborl 1 Of 
‘ 
eived vy the 
commending the 
n the children’s 
as j ai 
s the work 
iblic schools, it 
erent to visit the 
ass of children 
ch are ne nto 
manv 
ehold 
i 
ing 
rs and a gen 
ily litte t i 
s not wit 
shes 
lost wretched 
brar 
he thought +, 
J 9 


In establishing such libraries, as in all other 
social work among the poor, the element of 
personal interest and friendship is essential. 
The friendly visitor in charge of the home 
library must have natural endowments for 
her task, interest and love for her work, and 
above all, training in social service. For, 
is has been well said, “she must go into the 
Wlevs and byways, the home, the school, and 
playgrounds, awakening in the children 


she can find them a desire for 


Intelligent and persistent effort to furnish 


reading to the poor everywhere meets with 


g 
the most gratifying success. It is clearly evi- 
dent that the existence of a large non-reading 

iss, even among the very poor, is mainly 
due to the lack of encouragement and oppor- 
tunity to read. The libraries of social settle- 


ments and the branches of public libraries in 
the poorer districts of cities when properly 
managed, are literally swamped by the great 
inpouring of eager readers. A branch of the 
New York Public Library, at 22 East Broad- 
way. on the lower East Side of New York City, 
issued nearly 16,000 (15,831) books to read- 
ers during the month of February, 1902. As 
there were but 3317 active reqgist¢ red readers 
it will be seen that each patron read an aver- 
age of five books during that short month. 
Although this library has not the stimulus of 
a reading-room, it is unable to meet the rap- 
idly increasing demand. A branch of the 
an equally 


Aguilar Free Public Library, in 


Punic indifference to public documents is 
largely due, no doubt, to the belief that such 


publications are almost entirely statistical in 
character: and the system of their distribu- 
tion probably heightens this effect upon the 
popular mind, which places little value upon 
that which is so freely given away. This 
gratuitous distribution is, however, usually 


governed to a greater or less extent by regu- 


*Read before Ontario Library Association, To- 


rent March 31, 1902 
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THE PUBLIC DOCUMENTS OF THE DOMINION OF CANADA AND THE 
PROVINCE OF ONTARIO-* 


By W. Geo, Eaxrns, Librarian of the Law Society of Upper Canada, Osg ode Hall, Toronto, 
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poor district, (106 Avenue C,) upon a capital 
of 10,000 volumes, issued during February, 
15,403 books to 2269 patrons, or an average 
of about six per reader. It is unnecessary 
to multiply instances of this kind, as the same 
testimony comes from all sides 

With such encouraging testimony of the 
practicability of interesting the poor in read- 
ing, and with a full realization of the great 
work yet to be accomplished in this field, 
there should be a great awakening to the op- 
portunity. Branch libraries should be estab- 
lished at the strategic points in the city 


population, with attractive reading rooms 


equipped with periodical literature, books 
and papers in foreign language ind the 
open shelf system. Books and attendants 


should be chosen with careful regard to per- 
sonal and neighborhood characteristics. The 
essential element of personal, friendly interest 
must never be overlooked in carrying on the 
work. Equally as valuable is the force of 
social organizations, such as clubs, and the 
groups whose interest centers about the home 
librari 5. 

Withal, literature should be provided 
which partakes of the heroic in character, 


which will appeal to the personal character- 


istics and race sensibilities of the patrons, 
and which will lend interest and happiness 
to their lives. The public library should 
recognize the peculiar claim which the poor 
have upon its services. for by fulfilling its 
duty to them, much will have been done to 
lift them out of the darkness of their poverty. 


lations designed to check waste and to place 
the public documents in proper hands, and 
I shall direct your attention to the measures 
adopted for this purpose at Ottawa and in 
the province of Ontario. 

A word in passing as to the Parliamentary 
publications of the old province of Upper 
Canada. Only those who, while investigat- 
ing the sources of Canadian history, have 
studied these early documents can have any 
idea of the amount of interesting, curious 
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and valuable information they contain; and with 
only those who have ever attempted to make tion 
a collection of them know anything of the may 
difficulties which confront the laborer in t] 
field. The fact is, as many of you know, that which he 

no complete collection of the printed public even a 
documents of Upper Canada exists: nor can as have survived 


us the task, 


one ever be made. Even though all the imper- Coming now 

fect collections in existence were brought to- the Dominion 

gether, they would not supply the material of Ontario, I s! 

for a complete set. For instance, of the of this paper if 

journals of the Legislative Assembly of are, what space ti 

Upper Canada prior to the year 1825 only may be procured 

those of the years 1801, 1802. 1803 and 1821, The chief Parliamentary 

so far as is known, exist in print. Of the the Dominion of 

years 1So1 and 1802 I know of only three utes), up to and ine 

copies—in the Parliamentary Library at Ot- as follows: 

tawa, the Ontario Legislative Library and the Journals of the H 

Toronto Public Library; and the Legislative mons and the 

Library possesses the only copy of the j ur- Sesmona! Paper 

nals of 1803 that I have ever heard of. Some 

fifteen years ago the Ontario Government Geological 
1866-98 

Caneda sa 


had six typewritten copies of the journals 
from 1792 to 1824 made at a cost of about 
$1200, and deposited them for safe keeping 
in several of the largest libraries in the These 619 volumes fill 
Province. Even these, however, are incom- shelf space. Complete s¢ 


) 


plete, as several years are lacking. In like ries cannot now be o 
manner, no complete set of the early Upper many umes are out 
Canada Gazette exists, nor could one be thor niscellaneous bri 
made up from the broken sets to be found in u: y being put upon the marl 
a few libraries. This publication—the first private libraries, the demand 
product of the printing press in Upper Can- few booksellers take the 
ada—combined for some years the office of sets except 

newspaper with that of official organ, and ries, however, are no 

its columns during that period are filled with sal Toronto, and the 
information of the greatest interest to the stu- 

dent of our early political and social history 

Of the isst the years 1793 to 1807 the 

Legislative Library f is province pos 

sesses, I believe, the only surviving copy 


The early provincial statutes. too. 


by no means so rare, are to be found in com 


paratively few libraries \ volume of 

Acts of the years 1792 1804 brought $71 at 

auction a few weeks ago. For the rarity of 

these early printed documents of Upper Few, I daresay 

Canada various causes may be assigned and except the larger on 

among them, no doubt, was the destruction expend even this amount 

by fire of the Parliament buildings in York tions. even if they « 

in 1813 and again in 1824, and of those in necessary for their 

Montreal in 1849. however, might be glad 
I have mentioned these facts in order that sues, if they were put in 


the librarian who may have become fired by being placed on tl 
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For the benefit of any such I shall give a 
few hints as to the mode of procedure neces- 
to be adopted in seeking this favor. As 


sary 
following 


a preliminary let me quote the 
“notice” issued by the King’s Printer at 


Ottawa: 

“In order to remove a prevailing idea that 
Statutes, Voters Lists, Blue-books and other 
public documents can be given out from this 
department free of charge, it would appear 
necessary to explain that the distribution of 
al] matter whatever from the Printing Bu- 
reau is regulated by definite rules — either 
by Statutes or by Orders in Council. When 
documents are first printed they are dis- 
tributed according to lists authorized by the 
Committee of Parliament having charge ot 
the special matter in view, OF by Order-in- 
Council. After these lists are filled, copies 
remaining over are sold at prices fixed by au- 
thority and the proceeds form part of the 
casual revenue of the Domimon and are ac- 
counted for and paid to the receiver general 
in the usual way. The prices of Blue-books 
are in nearly every case printed upon them 
and are fixed so as to cover only the cost of 
paper and press work. They may be or- 
dered direct or through any bookseller in the 
Dominion.” 

For libraries seeking to be placed upon the 
distribution lists the procedure varies accord- 
ing to the wants of the applicant. Applica- 
tion for the “Blue-books” must be made to 
the chairman of the Joint Committee on 
Printing. Ordinarily, only the paper-cov- 
ered copies, distributed during the session 
or immediately preceding it, are sent, and 
with them the “Bills” and the daily “Votes 
and Proceedings,” as issued. The cloth- 
bound volumes ot “Journals” and “Sessional 
Papers” (comprising the Proceet 
books, printed returns, etc.), which are dis- 


lings, Blue- 


tributed at a_ later period, are sent only 
to such libraries as the 


n spe cial cases 
Committee may deem worthy to receive 


them. 

For the “Hansards” the application should 
be to the chairmen of the Debates Com- 
mittees of the two Houses The revised 
edition of the Commons Debates — appearing 
several days after the original issue—is sent 
in sheets as issued, title pages and index 
being supplied after the close of the ses- 
sion. The Senate Debates are distributed 
only after the session, complete, in sheets 
sewn and ready for binding. The bound vol- 


umes of both are sent, as in the former 


case, only under special circumstances. 
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The Geological Survey Reports are under 
the control of the Department of the Geo- 
logical Survey. 

For the Gazette application should be made 
to the King’s Printer. 

The Statutes are distributed in accordance 
with the rules laid down by Order-in-Coun- 
cil. In the list for this province “libraries and 
colleges” appear among those entitled to re- 
ceive free copies. Any library worthy of the 
name will, 1 believe, be recognized as coming 
under this heading. In all cases of distribu- 
tion to libraries the aim of the authorities, it 
should be understood, is to make the public 
documents available to the public. It is ex- 
pected, therefore, not only that they will be 
preserved, but that suitable shelf-sj 
be provided for them. 

To libraries which may want cnly occa- 
sional Parliamentary publications it may be 
pointed out that the Department of Public 
Printing always has in stock the documents 
of the later years, copies of which may be pur- 
chased at very slight cost. A price list of these 
may be obtained without charge, from the 
Superintendent of Stationery. As a timely in- 
stance of what is to be had in this way I might 
mention the great report of the Royal Com- 
mission on the Liquor Traffic in Canada 
(1895), the seven bulky volumes of which, in 
paper covers, are sold for $3. The report of the 
Royal Commission on the Relations of Labor 
and Capital in Canada (1889) is also still in 
stock, and its five volumes can be had for 
$3.75. 

The public documents of the province of 
Ontario are, of course, fewer in number than 
those of the Dominion, and the method of 
their distribution is less complex Of past 
publications, other than the Statutes, we have 


the following: 


-space will 


tl 
il 


Journals and Sessional Papers, 


136 vols 
Ontario Gazette (beginning March 
>. 1868) 34 vols. 
170 vols 


These 170 volumes fill a space « f about 68 


feet. What I have said with regard to sets 
of the Dominion documents applies here as 
well. Most of the volumes of early years 
are out of print, but odd lots are nearly al- 
found in secondhand stocks. 


irnais, 


ways to be 
The price placed upon a set of the Jo 
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1867-1900, now on sale here, is $12; and for 
the Sessional Papers, 1870-1809, the sum of 
$50 is asked. 

The distribution lists 
lated by Council, and application for a place 
on them King’s 
Printer, Toronto. 

In conclusion, let me 
of our libraries may care to trouble them- 


are, I believe, regu- 


should be made to the 


say that, while few 
selves with the whole range of Parliamentary 
literature, there are certain Government pub- 
lications which should find a place in every 
library whose reference department consists 
of more than an English dictionary. Among 
them may be mentioned the Statistical Year 
Book of Canada, the Census returns, the 
General Elections returns, the Reports of the 
Ontario Bureau of Industries, etc. In every 
locality there are persons who from time to 
time want information which these publica- 
tions contain, and who, failing to get it in 
their local libraries, have no other resource 
than to appeal to the city daily or weekly 
newspaper for assistance. A trifling library 
expenditure would render unnecessary this 
troublesome and method of 
procuring information. 


unsatisfactory 
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scarce ly 
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opinion that it 
Canadian student 
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the Report, wit! 
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just 

volume of the 
Confederation,” pubh 
1865, is also worthy 
brary. Among Ontari 
interest and 
“Documentary history 


value may 


per Canada,” compiled by 
gins for the Education De; 
work eight 
1792-1849, 

Above all, in every collection 


volumes, co 


so lar 


nave 


the invaluable series 


of Repo 


chives Department at Ottawa, witl 


wealth of 


the early history of our country 


hitherto buried material 


THE DESK ASSISTANT: AN IMAGINARY CONVERSATION 


(Time: The Present. 


LipraRIAN — Miss Gray, I have been con- 
sidering the work of the delivery desk for 
some time, and I should like to have a talk 
with you upon the duties and possibilities of 
your position. 

I trust you will express your opinions very 
to 


establish closer 


ons between the librarian and his 


freely, as my sole aim is 


relati desk 
assistants 

Miss Gray —I am very glad that you have 
this as I often felt 


that the desk assistant needs just such an op- 


broached subject, have 
portunity to discuss her work on even terms 
without running the risk of being misunder- 
stood. 
sion by declaring your approximate ideal of 


I wish you would begin this discus- 


a good all-around desk assistant. 

LipraRIAN —Very well; and although many 
of my statements will be axiomatic, still it is 
a good thing sometimes to state self-evident 
facts in black and white. 


What I am about to say does not refer to 


A Librarian and a 


Desk Assistant 
a library school graduate 


be impossible 


stant in 
ad no previous trainit 
» will assume, then, t 


nas desk a 


has no meaning 


institution 


Rules are neces 
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at all to the patror of the 
sary to the 
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of any business, and the library is no excep- 
tion to this, but let the manner of the en- 
forcement of the rules be as unobtrusive as 
possible. Be firm and decided, but pleasant. 

Always consider that your first duty is to 
attend to the wants of the public as expe- 
ditiously as possible. Don’t stop to talk to 
your friends while there is a single reader 
waiting to be served. It is annoying to be 
kept waiting, and as the public cares very lit- 
tle for the librarian whom it seldom sees, but 
judges the library by the desk assistant, the 
reputation of the institution is practically in 
your hands, and what may seem a small mat- 
ter to you may have a far-reaching effect in 
making the library popular or unpopular. 

Know the books in the library by reading 
the latest bulletins and catalogs, so that when 
certain books are asked for your face does 
not become a blank and you are compelled to 
refer the applicant to some one else. 

Read a newspaper, so that you may know 
what is going on in the world. 

Read some of the literary journals, thus 
keeping in touch with the new and interesting 
matters in the field of letters. 

Read a journal devoted to library economy, 
so that you may become familiar not only 
with the latest thought in your own field, but 
with the names of the leaders in the work 

When not at the desk do with a vim what- 
ever work may be assigned to you. Be 
anxious always to learn about everything that 
is going on in the library, even if not directly 
connected with your particular duties. 

Never grudge working overtime, if occa- 
sion requires it. The assistant who cheer- 
fully and without comment stays after hours 
to finish necessary work always scores a 
point. 

Learn to work without talking very much. 
One cannot do as well if one’s mind is dis- 
tracted by extraneous matters. Above all, do 
not discuss your superiors or fellow-workers 
except in a friendly spirit 

If you have a real grievance go directly to 
the librarian without discussing it with the 
members of the staff. Accept his decision in 
the matter, even if contrary to your own 
judgment, with as good a grace as possible 
and let the matter end there, unless you feel 
it serious enough to bring to the attention of 


the trustees 
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Cultivate a spirit of loyalty, and keep from 
criticising. It is to be supposed that the li- 
brarian has been chosen with care and is con- 
ducting the affairs of the library in the best 
possible manner, Learn to judge matters not 
only from the personal point of view, but in 
a broader fashion, remembering always that 
your interests must be secondary to the wel- 
fare of the library. 

Now, Miss Gray, I have stated very briefly 
not my ideal of what a desk assistant should 
be, but what every library ought to expect 
from its assistants. 

Miss Gray —I have listened with great in- 
terest to your characterization of the desk 
assistant, and feel that what you have said is 
very true in the abstract; but I am not pre- 
pared to say that with the low salaries now 
prevailing you ought to expect assistants such 
as you describe. 

Is it possible to get a woman to answer 


33 


your requirements at so low a salary as $3: 
or $40 per month? 

Can you expect the same interest in the 
work at $40 per month that you display at 
$300? 

Lrprartan —I agree with you that salaries 
paid to assistants are too low, but there is a 
constantly increasing tendency to remedy this, 

I feel, however, that I am justified in re- 
quiring you to do what you are told faithfully 
and to the best of your ability. Beyond this 
I demand nothing, but it is certainly to your 
advantage to know the things I have sug- 
gested. 

Miss Gray — Working seven or eight hours 
a day, when do you expect me to read the 
various newspapers and magazines you have 
suggested? 1 am tired after my day's work, 
and may have to help at home in the evening, 
or I may have to eke out my salary by doing 
outside work during my leisure time. Much 
as I should like to do what you suggest, it 
seems impossible to find the time 

LrprarRIAN — Of course these things are un- 
fortunate, but you can hardly expect the li- 
brary to take cognizance of your affairs out- 
side of the seven or eight hours for which 
you were engaged, unless the additional work 
you are doing affects the quality of your 
work at the library. In that case it 1s cer- 
tainly within the library's province to demand 
thet you give up either your outside work or 
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your library work, as you have certainly 
your time and strength to the institution. 
Miss Gray — This seems rather a hard 
lo not pre 
vide me with the proper means of support 


at a salary of $35 or $40 per month. 


doctrine, since I must live and you « 


LipraARIAN —I think upon reflection you 
will hardly say that “the library does not 
provide you with the proper means of sup- 
port,” since you applied for the position 


knowing the conditions and accepted the sal- 


would be to find a better 
position elsewhere. 

Miss Gray — That is more easily said than 

done. 

LipraRIAN — Exactly, and that is a point 
Without 
seem 
isiness in 

which she is gaining her livelihood. ing to 
learn all there is to know, than to spend her 
time bemoaning her unhappy lot 

Miss Gray — You remember laying stre 

on working overtime when 


-ourse any right-minded person 


ially after hours 


isn't it rather a mistake 
matter of course? When 
have worked my seven or eight hours 
it doesn’t seem right to expect me to stay 
overtime to finish work that in my judgment 
might just as well be done the next day 
LrprarIAN — It certainly would be unfair to 
expect extra work without compensation, and 
although few libraries could give extra pay, 
still most of them would gladly give time off 
to suit the assistant’s convenience 
As to the necessity of finishing work, of 
course it depends very largely upon the indi- 
vidual case, but generally speaking it is a 
good thing to gather up the loose ends as 
far as possible each day. Abuses may occur, 
and the assistant may not be treated fairly in 
some cases, but I am speaking of libraries 
where the librarian is a fair-minded man or 
woman, understanding fully that the library 
can only be successful if the assistants receive 
just treatment. 
Miss Gray—lIf the desk assistant is of 
sO great importance, why is it that a cata- 
loger commands higher salary and better 
hours, and that when promotion is made the 


desk assistant’s salary is rarely increased in 


requires 


acquired in a few 


sity the salaries 


opportunity 

Now, however, it lit 
power to convince the tru 
demanded of her is no 
but as taxing as that of th 


ence assistant 


paid in this 
commensurate with the imy 

Miss Gray — What you 
esting, but I cannot quite 
to demonstrate the value 
trustees, even if I follow 
by you? 

LiprarRtan — What follow 
I have indicated? You 
done and written, vou I 
books in your own library 
finding that you really know 
into the habit of asking y 
longer refer questions to 
cause you are fully competent 
yourself, and would now 
miliating not to be able to d 

You respect yourself mi 
ing more and more yalua 
You are not satisfied to d 
in a careless, unintellis 
wanting to learn as mu 
and every other departme 
librarian either has th 
attention by 


tices the 
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credit for), and when the time comes recom- 
mends that you be paid a higher salary. 

Miss Gray — Suppose, however, that there 
is no opportunity for advancement, and that 
the salary schedule remains the same, what 
have I gained by my extra exertions ? 

LrprarrAN — Your whole horizon has been 
broadened and your work is no longer me- 
chanical. and there is every opportunity to 
find a position in some other library where 
better salaries are paid, as all libraries are 
looking for just such assistants as you. 

Of course there must be privates in the 
ranks. but there is always room at the top 
and ability never fails of recognition. 

I do not mean to convey the impression 
that following my advice will result in the 
immediate recognition of the value of the 
desk assistant by the trustees, but I do feel 
that the desk assistant, when fully aroused 
to the importance of the work and to what 
she could make of herself could conquer the 
time-honored prejudice that desk work is 
purely mechanical and compel proper remu- 
neration by demonstrating the great value of 
her work 

Miss Gray— You certainly have shown 
possibilities in my work that I had never 
thought of before, as I had always rather 
looked down upon my desk work, wishing that 
I might be promoted to some other depart- 
ment where I might really show my ability. 

Thanks to your presentation of the facts I 
now see that I have failed to grasp an op- 
portunity directly under my hand It is 
really not exactly my fault as I have never 
had anyone talk to me about my work in this 
way, but have simply done it rather mechani- 
king it a pleasant enough way in 

to earn my living. If you are willing to 
spend the time I would be so glad to discuss 
this question still further, as I feel the need of 
discussion on the prospects of the work. 

LrprartaAN —I am very glad that our little 
talk has aroused greater interest in your work, 
and I should like to resume our conversation 
at some future time 

I blame myself, as well as librarians in 
general, that so little attention has been given 
to the importance of the desk assistant’s 
work, and I trust the time is not far distant 
when a good desk assistant will receive the 
same salary as, if not a better one than, the 


cataloger 
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THE LIBRARIANS’ CONVENTION OF 
1853. 


Very few libraries contain a copy of Nor- 
ton’s Literary Register for 1854, 10 which are 
recorded the proceedings and list of “dele- 
gates” of the “Librarians’ Convention held in 
New York City, Sept. 15, 19, and 17, 1853.” 
The proceedings are now of merely anti- 
quarian interest and are sufficiently summar- 
ized in Mr. E. M. Barton's paper at the Mil- 
waukee conference (L. J. 11: 217). The list 
of delegates, on the contrary, is a roll of 
honor which should not be forgotten but 
should be preserved where it may be easily 
found. 

At the Denver Conference of the Pi Ba Pine 
on motion of Mr. Nelson, it was voted, “That 
all surviving members of the Librarians’ Con- 
vention in New York City in the year 1853 
be made honorary members of this associa- 
tion.” For some unexplained reason this vote 
was overlooked at the time and the names in 
ided to our rolls. This 


question were never at 
attention, I 


having been lately called to my 
began an investigation, and find that at least 
eight of the original 82 members are still liv- 
ing; namely, Prof. D. W. Fiske, President 
D. C. Gilman, Dr. Edwin H. Grant, Mr. S. 
Hastings Grant, Rev. Edward Everett Hale, 
Mr. E. A. Harris, Mr. C. W. Jencks, Dr. A. 
J. Upson. Of 60 I have approximate date of 
death, but of 14 I have been unable to secure 
information. To the many librarians and 
others who have assisted me I return thanks. 
If any reader can help in clearing up the list 
I shall be glad to hear from him and the re- 
sults will be printed in a later number of the 
JouRNAI 
In the following list the names and ad- 
dresses are as given in Norton's Literary 
Register for 1854. but for ease of reference 
the list is arranged alphabetically instead ot 
geographically and the usual abbreviations are 
used. Additional information, including date 
of death or present address, if known, ts given 
within brackets. Names of survivors are in 
italics. 
Aseott, Rev. Gorham_D., Principal Spingler Insti- 
tute, New York, N. Y. [Died 1874 
Axeruan, Charles, Director Mechanics’ L., Provi 
dence, R. I. [Died 1879.] 
Batter, Henry M., Ln. Young Men's Institute, Hart- 
ford, Ct. [Died 1895.] 
Patiov, S., Carrington L., R I [Killed in Civil 


war.] 
Baxvarp, John, New York, N. Y. [Painter and ex- 
hibitor of panoramas, et Died 1891.) 
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Barnarp, Hon. Henry, Supt. of the Common Schools, 
Hartford, Ct. |{U. § m. of education, 1867-70 


id, Asst. Ln. Free Academy, Hale, | Vorcester, Mas {Rev. Edward 
r about forty years clerk of I t Hale, D I’re t address, 39 Highland 
1 of N. Y. City. Died 1go01.] 
Cuartn, Ret New York, N. ¥. [Universalist 4 Lt Institute, New York 
clergyman ied ] . rresent a Bramhall Ave., Jer 
Coorer, William 
secretary of 
Died 1864.] 
Correr, Capt Lr S. Military Academy, 
West Point, ! s. Lehigh Univ., 1866-74; } 
trof. same, 1 ) Died 1895.] torical Societ 
Crossy, Prof. Howard, Ln. Univ. of the City Haywarp, Elij 
New York, N , (Prof. Greek, 1851-63; Pres- Heney. Tam 
byterian clergyman, 1861-91; autaor. Died 1891.) New York. o 
Hinpe, Harold, 
Hitcucock 


Curtis, W. P.. Ln. Mercantile L. Assoc., St. Louis, 
Mo. ‘[Ln. 1848-59. Died about 1865 or °66.] 

Deetu, S. G., New Brunswick, N. J., and Washing- 
ton, D sthhiopolist. Died 1858.] 

De Wirr, R he D Vice-Pres. N. Y. Hist. 
Soc., New k, N {Collegiate Dutch church 
of N. Y., 1827-74; p N. Y. Hist. Soc., 1872-74 
Died 1874.] 

Dickinson, Rev. James T., Durham, Ct. [Died 1884.] 

Disturnett, J.. Member Amer. Geog. and Statis 
Soc., New York, N. Y. [Author and publisher. 
Died 1877.] Jones, Albert 

Donce, Robert, New York, N. Y. [Life member N. 
Y. Hist. Soc. Died 1899.) y m 

Dunsar, Edward E., Delegate from the Mercantile Jones, William . 

. Assoc., San Francisco, Cal 2 [Ln. 

Ferrets, Rev. Isaac, D.D., Chancellor Univ. of City Died 1900.] 
of N. Y. [1852-70. Died 1873.] Kennapy, J. W., 

Frerp, Maunsell B., Record. Sec. N. Y. Hist. Soc., Lyons 
New York, N. Y. [Lawyer. Died 1875.] New 

Firer, H. P., Ln. Young Men's Assoc., Troy, N. Y. D.D., Died 

~1et rex 

Fiske, Daniel W., Asst. Ln. A L., New 


Soston 


Hate. York, New York. [Prof. 
Italy] ‘ 83. Died 1883.] 
Fotsom Charles, Ln. Athenzum, Bi n. Maverick Aug. New Yort 
Harvard Coll.. 1823-26: Bost porter and editor 
56. Died 1872.] papers, Died 1888.] 
Forses, Philip J., Ln. Society L., New York, N. Y. i} on 
of the Society L., 1828-55. Died 1877.] 
Frencu, B. F., Representative of the Fisk Free L., 
New Orleans, La {Author “Hist. coll. of Louwi- 
siana,”’ et« Died 1877.] 
Garoner, Aug. K., M.D., New York, N. Y. [Prof. 
N Medical College. Died 
Greer, Prof. G. M., Ln ollege of N. J., Princeton, 
N [Prof on. 
his books and $3 » to that « 


N.Y. [Prof. Daniel Willard Fiske, Ln. Cornell Matty, Prof. Benj. N., Univ 
aqcaTe 


Delegate Lin 


MAN, Wm. C., New York, N. Y. [Father of Pres. 
>, Gilmar Active in reform work for chil- 
dren. Died 1863.] 
GittrerMaN, Henry, Asst. L 
Literary Assoc., New York, } 
Grant, Edwin, H., M.D., New Yo 
address, Anacostia, Washington, 


Grant, S. Hastings, Ln. Mercantile L., New York, 
N. Y. [Present address, 18 The Crescent, Mont- 
clair, N. J.] 
Green, James, Ln. Mercantile L. Assoc., Baltimore, 
Md. Died about 20 years ago.] timore, } 


Grren, Prof Henry, Ln. Theological Seminary, Rtcoro, | Ww ’ 
Princeton, N. J. (Prof. at Princeton, 1851-1900. [Also seacnes, 
Died 1900 ; author, Died 

Grrene, Prof. George W.,. New York, N. Y. [Pro- Romonopr, 
fessor at Brown am! Cornell; author “Hist. view Brunswick, 


of Am, revolution,” et Died 1883.] and aut! 


' 
{Ln. 18 ! Brown Ur P 
4 Author “Librarian's manual.” D I 
anual ied 
ag 
| 
N. 1866-80; P n Union 
t address L., Pr idence 
{[Ln. Smithsomiar in Inst., Wash ‘a 
Cc Colum! i College, New York 
olumbia Coll rk, a4 abe 
New York Expre Maw. Woe! 
and agent American Bible So- Be 
of the City of New 
‘ew York and Brooklyn a 
neum, Portland, Me 
Hist. S New York 
vy, 18 Died 1802.1} 
rum, Br n a 
College, N nonian I k Law 
LL.D., Presi en, Ct [Daniel Coit N. Y¥. City Died 1864.] ing lawyer of | 
& nt Carnegie Institution, W iman, Oscoop. Rez | 
ent Carnegie Institution, Weshing- Providence Samuel, New York, Delegate 
Perry, Mr.. Astor L.. > ce 
Poorer, William F., I 
Mass, [Ln. Boston ntile L. A Bostor 
Chicago public libraries, Ne nati and 
1894.] wherry Library. Died 
Purete, S. S M.D. New Yorl 
me il works: pres. N. Y. A k, Author 
Died 1900.] Academy of medicine, oe 
H., Buffalo, N. ¥ [Charles H > 
Died 1864.] I. Ray 
_ Vice-pres Mercantile L. A 
[Died ? date. | Ba 
» 
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Thomas J., New York, N. Y. [Universalist 


Sawyer 
theology at Tufts College, 


clergyman; prof. of 
1869-990 Died 1899.] 

Scuroepver, John J., New York, N. Y. 

Sueare. John L., Ln. State L., New Orleans, La 

Suirn, Prof. Henry B., D.D is. Union Theologi- 
cal Seminary, New York, N. Y. {Author works 
on church history, ete, Died dite ] 

Suirn, Lloyd P., Ln. Library Company, Philadel- 

phia, Pa, [Ln. of this library, 1851-86. Died 
1886 

Sresatns, George H., Principal of Public Schools, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Srerpuenson, R. H., Ln. Mercantile L. Assoc., Cin- 
cinnati, O. 


Tuayer, J Evening Post, New York, N. Y. 
[Should ay illiam Ss. , afterwards consul general 
of the U. S. for Egypt. Died there, ? date.] 

Torrey, Prof. John, College of Physicians and Sur- 
geons, New York, N. . (Prof. chemistry and 
hotamy, 1827-55 Author botanical works. Died 
1873.] 


Upson, Prof. A. &, Ln. Hamilton College, Clinton, 
N. Y.. [Anson Judd Upson, D D., LL.D., Chan- 
cellor University of the State of New York. Pres- 
ent address, Glens Falls, N. YJ 

Vanvervoort, John L., M.D., L 
tal, New York, N. Y. [Libr: 

Van Norven, William, Representative of Appren- 
tices’ L., New York, N. Y. [Ln. Apprentices’ L., 
1853-71 Died 1871.) 

Vinton, Frederick, St. Louis, Mo. [First asst. Bos- 
ton P. L., 1856-65; do. L. of Congress, 1865-73; 
Ln. Princeton College, 1873-90. Died 1890.] 

Wattace, John William, Ln. Law Assoc., Philadel- 
phia, Pa [Law reporter, 1842-76; Pres. Penn. 
Hist. Soc., 1860-84. Died 1884.) 

Weeaagn W. T., Ln. Lyceum of Nat. Hist., Troy, 


n. New York Hospi- 
arian, 1837-91. Died 


Witutams, Edwin, of the L. Committee of the Ameri- 
can Institute, New York, N. Y. [Sec. American 
Institute; author. Died 1854.] 

Thomas Hale, Ln. Atheneum, TIrovidence, 
[First librarian Minneapolis Athenzum, 
1859-1880. In August, 1875, suggested the Phila- 
deiphia conference. (See “Public libraries in the 
U. S.’ 1876. p. xxvii.) Died 1901.] 

= 

GARDNER M., Jones, Librarian, 

Public Library, Salem, Mass. 


LIVING BOOKS AND DEAD: PRESI- 
DENT ELIOT’S ADDRESS AT MAS- 
SACHUSETTS LIBRARY CLUB. 


At the last meeting of the Massachusetts 
Library Club, held in Boston on April 24, 
President C. W. Eliot. of Harvard Univer 
sity, spoke on the subject “Living books and 
dead.” He said in opening that he supposed 
that there was really no such thing as a 
dead book, but that he meant to talk of the 
care of books which may possibly be used, 
but are not in active use. 

The real problem of storing books and 
keeping them accessible is a new one; for it 
is only within comparatively few years that 
the flood of new books has taken on such an 
extraordinary volume. “Within the past 30 
years the world has been flooded with books. 
Four years ago an intelligent accountant of 
books stated that the annual output of books 
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in 13 nations of the world amounted to 
77,000 different works. In these statistics 
Russia, Austria, Greece, Spain, Portugal and 
the whole of South America were left out; 
and it is consequently reasonable to suppose 
that the total number of different works pro- 
duced in the world annually is over 100,000. 
When we add to this total the enormous 
number of pamphlets produced yearly, we 
begin to form some idea of the problems in 
selection and storing that confront libra- 
rians. 

It is desirable to study the problem of 
the storage of books which this flood of new 
volumes forces upon the attention of libra- 
rians. It necessitates, unless possibly it be in 
the case of great national storehouses of 
books, a selection in the buying of books. 
“A library of 100,000 volumes needs two 
and a third miles of shelving. There has 
consequently got to be on the part of all li- 
braries, but the very largest, a close selec- 
tion.” Even a library which buys as many as 
15,000 volumes a year must make a careful 
selection; for, beside books which are being 
fresh!y published, some books of other years 
must also be purchased. This annual output 
of books is going to increase rather than 
diminish, since the facilities for producing 
books and manuscripts are constantly on the 
increase. The low cost of paper and press 
work compared with years ago, has reduced 
cost in all branches of printing; and the new 
facilities for the production of illustrations 
tend yearly to make the number of books 
produced in the world greater and greater. 
Mere mechanical facility in the production of 
manuscripts is no small factor in the in- 
creased production. An author fairly rapid 
at dictation can produce 300 pages a week; 
and it is likely, judging from internal evi- 
dence, that many of our modern books are 
actually turned out at some such speed. 

“There is another interesting result of this 
increased production. It is a very unusual 
specialist who is able nowadays to keep up 
with the literature in his own department. 
Harvard has many good specialists in her 
various departments; and some of them tell 
me that they cannot keep up with the flood 
of reading matter in their own lines. About 
all they can do is to skim the cream, and 
often they depend on some one else to do the 
skimming for them. 

“As ‘the librarian must select for his li- 
brary, so the reader must select for his 
reading; and the more competent he is the 
more fastidious will he be. Completeness is 
out of the question. In selection a university 
has a great advantage over an individual, 
because it has at command a large force of 
specialists to make the selection. But notice 
one of the results of this mode of selection in 
a university library. It almost invariably re- 
sults in a library casually developed on sev- 
eral sides, without proportion. A symmet- 
rical selection would be possible if the uni- 
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versity had always on hand scholar 
various departinents of learning 
to make the wisest selection. 

“The mode of selection in the ordinary 
public library is selection according to the 
urgency of the demand, which is not a good 
way from the scholar’s point of view, but 
from the point of view of the general reader 
is the right way. But what is the result if 
the selection is made on this basis through 
many years? There can be no symmetry if 
popular demand is always the guide 

“It should be laid down as a general prin- 
ciple that no library should retain any book, 
unless that book be kept accessible. If books 
cannot be kept accessible, they should be 
given away or burnt. But what do we mean 
by accessibility? The present definition of 
the word as applied to libraries would appear 
to mean that a book is accessible when it can 
be procured in from three to five minutes, and 
is not accessible when it cannot. In some of 
the libraries of to-day this may be possible; 
but for the libraries of the future, if their 
growth is to be commensurate with the in- 
crease in the number of books in the world, it 
will not be possible. In reality a book should 
be regarded as accessible that is delivered 
within 24 hours after being called for. The 
present demand for instant delivery is un- 
reasonable. No man of science expects to 
find such a ready furnishing of material in 
any other field of inquiry. If the botanist 
wants to investigate the life of a plant he 
watches patiently while the plant grows; and 
so through every department of the natural 
sciences the investigator is willing to spend 
much time in patiently waiting for conditions 
favorable to his study. But your book stu- 
dent wants his book in three minutes. I 
don't believe in spending money by the mil- 
lion to satisfy this impatience in readers. 

“I would divide books into two general 
classes, those in use and those not in use. 
This classification will of course vary in dif- 
ferent countries and in different libraries. 
In the British Museum the line is drawn 
closely. There a book that has not been 
called for within three months is put into the 
unused class. In the Harvard library there 
are many books that are not called for once 
a year. I think it will be found in any li- 
brary that there are classes of books that 
are seldom called for, such as volumes of 
sermons, books about science — not books of 
science — old kooks about bo« ks, and old edi- 
tions of works of reference 

“How ascertain what books are in use and 
what are not? It should not be difficult. 
Many libraries keep a record of all the books 
given out for reference and for home use. 
Those books that are found to be little used 
should then be stored elsewhere than in the 
main library. In libraries where there are 
open shelves with the books classified, the 
student ‘browses.’ What is gathered by that 
method is not the most nutritious food and 
there is little advantage in the habit. At Har- 


THE LIBRARY JOURNAL. 


access to 


unsci 


have 
> 
llection is casual 
is only permis 
king hours are 


President present 
method of storing books in stack In an 
economical stack W passages only 
22 per cent. of the space may be occu- 
pied by books, i.e., about one-fifth of build- 
ing may be occupied by books | 
have been made 
vard, and the proport 
there is only 19 per cent 
is far from being 
cept on the princi 
be accessible in the light 

“The main library h 
gally designed. It ought t 
impressive. Prompt 
fication by subject | 
For economy in space th 
be by size; there should 
the vacant spaces seen 
brary. Economic storage 
classification 

“The storage library buildi 
plain. and on cheap ground, an 
should be sorted by $1Zes, seria 
and arranged in double rows. if need be 
Could we then rise above the one-fifth of the 
cubical Yes, and other econom! 
could be made in the passage way But 
cannot rise above 40 per cent. if 
in five hours or even 24 hours is 
tained. 

“Consider how the cost of a book mounts up 
in the course of years. Add simple interest 
to the original cost of the book and to the $1 
which is the estimated cost of ordering 
aloging and shelving a book. and then keep 
the book 100 or 500 years always accessible, 
and is there not reason for 
doing this for a book which 
the cheaper storehouses there 
rooms for the users of m 
sider the advantage which 
liating the use of the li) 
versity library the aim 
mind, and teach the ; 
grow. Now, such uss 
much interfered 
clogged, and its catalog is clog 
of books not in When « 
the million, it grows harder 
use the catalog. The use 
card catalog would be « 
eral if a million or so « 
of it. Large number 
university do not go t 
spite of the exceller 
scholars say that 
fied catalog. Thi 
tions in which I 
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PRESIDENT ELIOT AND DISCRIMINA- 
TION IN BOOKS. 


No one who reads, in_ the present issue of 
the LiprARY JOURNAL, President Eliot’s ex- 
traordinarily suggestive address at Boston on 
the 24th of April, before the Massachusetts 
Library Club, can fail to be struck with the 
mental grasp displayed in it. And if the 
reader, moreover, was able to be present and 
listen to its delivery, he must have felt that 
one seldom witnesses a more effective use 0 
the pure intellect, in the orderly marshalling 
of related facts, and in the consequent natural 
transition of the listener's thought, from one 
conclusion strongly desired by the speaker, to 
another conclusion also desired by the speaker. 

Stripped of the specific details proposed for 
the Harvard College Library, President Eliot’s 
“program” is a much needed plea for greater 
discrimination in regard to books—their pur- 
chase, their storage, and their use. Very 
fortunately also this same principle of dis- 
crimination underlies every one of the con- 
tributions to the discussion which followed 
President Eliot’s address at Boston. This 
discussion, participated in by Professor Rip- 
ley, of the Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology, Mr. Brooks Adams, Mr. Lane of the 
Harvard College Library, Mr. Green, Mr. 
Cutter, and others, represented widely dif- 
ferent points of view, but had the rare dis- 
tinction of really shedding light, and of really 
directing attention to several otherwise un- 
considered sides of this many-sided question. 
Taken together with Mr. Lane’s article, “Plain 
facts about the Library,” in the Harvard 
Graduates’ Magazine, Dec., 1899, V. 8, p. 168; 
and with the recently printed “Report of a 
committee appointed by the President and 
Fellows of Harvard College to study the 
future needs of the College Library,” (March 
31, 1902), as well as the reference to this 
matter by President Eliot himself, in his re- 
cent annual report (quoted in the LiBRARY 
JOURNAL, April, 1902, p. 200), there is cer- 
tainly supplied “food for reflection,” of the 
greatest service to libraries generally. 

President Eliot, reasoning from the strik- 
ingly impressive figures which tell the story 
of the overwhelmingly increased output of 
newly published books in recent years, main- 
tains that, even in a library of the rank of the 
Harvard College Library, a far more rigid 
discrimination will be necessary, when mak- 
ing future additions. He maintains also that 
even in erecting a new library building, such 
as that proposed at Harvard, not all the books 
can reasonably be expected to be equally acces- 
sible. Some groups of books (as, for in- 
stance. “old editions of books of reference”), 
he maintains, with much show of reason, may 
even be placed in some other building than 
the library building proper. 

It is perhaps when attempting to decide 
where to draw the line between “living books” 
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and “dead books,” that the chief divergence 
from President Eliot's recommendations 1s 
likely to arise, but there are several important 
suggestions which it may be well to correlate, 
at this point, with his main thought. One of 
these is the “sifting” policy, so effectively 
advocated by Mr. Charles Francis Adams in 


1893, and since very largely acted on, by li- 
braries generally, in antiquated works ot 
natural science and similar fields. That 1t 


ought to be still more fully acted on is plain 
from the instance cited by Professor Ripley, 
at this Boston meeting, of occasionally seeing 
a library reader with a treatise in his hands 
(for example, on electricity), which, from 
its antiquated date, 1s not merely inadequate, 
but is absolutely misleading. 

Correlated with the above also should be 
the policy of forwarding to the library which 
makes some otherwise “dead” subject 2 spe- 
cialty (as “old school text-books,” for in- 
stance), those books which accumulate in 
other libraries on these subjects 

Another necessary correlated principle is 

that of the exchange of duplicates among 
libraries. In this connection, the feasibility 
of a general “clearing-house” has been re- 
peatedly discussed ; hitherto without result. 
With changed conditions it is not impossible 
that a different face may be put on this matter 
also. 
A principle which is closely allied with the 
above was touched upon by Mr. Brooks 
Adams, at the Boston meeting, in connection 
with the necessity for the fuller dev elopment 
of special collections in libraries. Speaking 
from his own experience as a specialist in a 
single department, Mr. Adams maintained 
that this selective tendency needs to be carried 
very much further in future, even in the large 
libraries, to satisfy the demands of the in- 
vestigator. 

Correlated with the recognition of the mod- 
ern library's inability to overtake the torrent 
of annual production in any given field of 
study should be the practice so strongly urged 
in recent years by Mr. George Iles and others 
— namely, the systematic evaluation of books 
by specialists in the various departments 

One more principle which should be cor- 
related with those named above 1s that of 
interlibrary loans, by which a needed book 
is made accessible to a scholar, even when 
not owned by the library nearest him in his 
own community. Not only was this practice 
recalled verbally, by Mr. Greer in his remarks 
at Boston, but its importance 1s deliberately 
reasserted at p. 8 of the committee’s “Re- 
port,” already mentioned above. 

If there are, moreover, several suggestions 
in President Eliot’s address which do not 
command so wide acceptance as those cited 
above, they are named here with a frank 
recognition of the very real difficulties which 
he is trying to face, and with the hope that 
at least equally satisfactory solutions of the 
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problem may be found elsewhere. President 
Eliot, for instance, for the purpose of largely 
increasing the percentage of space in a li- 
brary building which shall be available for 
books, would advocate, not a “stack” of the 
conventional type (as distinguished from the 
open shelves of a reading room), but an en 
tirely separate building, of the “packing-box” 
order. This secondary, or “storage” building, 
he would plan for, not merely as a detached 
Structure, but as one remote (if necessary), 
from the main library; built, moreover, on 
land of a distinctly low value, and conse- 
quently situated, it may be, in the “undesir- 
able” part of the town; with 
planned by no means to facilitate 
sultation or the study of books on the prem- 
ises. Its sole purpose is to attain > max- 
imum of compactness in storage, and the ar- 
rangement of the books would be solely by 
size rather than by classification 
The crux of the whole problem apparently 
lies in the successful choice of a grout [ 
distinction between the books which are 
retained in the main library building, and 
those in the more or less remote “st ig 
building. This ground of distinction 
dent Eliot was at first apparently incl 
look for (in his reference to the matter 
his annual report), in the total number of 
books “borrowed from the Colleg Library 
during the year.” (Sce L ; ril, p. 
200.) From these figures, he maintained. 
the “large mass of unused, or very litt'e 
used books” might “safely be inferred” 
And yet, as more than one university librarian 
has pointed out, nowhere is the “circulation 
record” (for home use), a more inadequate 
guide to the total use which the books receive " 
than in a college library; and the 
of these figures in the culling out of 
which may not indeed have left the buil 
for the space of one year, or three vears. 
the case may be, is almost i 
the removal of large number 
are nevertheless in active President to deman 
Eliot’s modified program, in his Bx n ad- 
dress, would apparently base the culling pr 
cess on the “record of all books given out both all, a skille ndant, 
for reference and for reading’: and _ this owing to the exceptiona 
represents a distinct gain in his recognition situation involves. sh 
of the situation, yet, it of course still fails to ferior to those of th 
provide for registering the use of books on ant, and shoul 
“open shelves” under the conditions found in the average 
many modern libraries. In no particular, howev 
Unhappily, the “colonizing” of books out-of President Eliot less lil 
side of the main library building (no refer- itself to librarians than in 
ence being here made, of course, to distinctly towards the question of th 
organized “department libraries” in the case all too easily be set the pat! 
of a college library, nor to “branch libraries,” student. eve ni le Mos 
in the case of a public library), is by no libraries. If President 
means an untried experience in various Amer- equanimity 
ican libraries which have been forced. through delay for the 
overcrowding, to put it into operation during not merely of five minu but of five hours. 
the past ten or fifteen years. And yet the or of “twenty-four hours after being called 
actual experience which has been thus gained for,” the librarian certainly cannot. and should 
has had the very great merit (in discussing not. One such instance as that cited by Pro- 
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fessor Ripley at the Boston meeting should 
make it plain that if the problem seems at 
present insoluble except on this condition, 
the problem must at all hazards be restudied. 

It is hardly necessary to say that, while the 
present discussion has grown largely out of 
the fact that the problem is a present and 
practical one at Harvard College, and while 
the successful solution of the Harvard prob 
lem is naturally a matter of deep interest to 
librarians generally, they are fortunately not 
obliged to bear the responsibility of solving 
that particular problem. Theirs is the more 
general and universal problem, involving con- 
ditions which bear more or less fully on the 
future policy of libraries throughout the 
country. To President Eliot, as to Mr. 
Charles Francis Adams nearly ten years ago, 
a debt of gratitude is due, for bringing for- 
ward a question of universal interest, dis- 
cussed by some one from outside the library 
ranks, but discussed in such a way as to 
compel attention. At this stage of the mat- 
ter. what is needed on the part of libraries 
in general is chiefly discussion, reflection, and 
the practical testing of theories As a help, 
however, in the detailed canvassing of the 
subject, it is perhaps not out of place to 
attempt a formulation of the points already 
touched upon, in the following list of sug- 
gestions, which are here submitted solely as 
a “text” for further discussion and criticism. 

1. Let a limited number of “depository li- 
braries” (or communities containing coordin- 
ated libraries), be agreed upon, as the only 
ones in the United States expecting “to store 
any and all books,” (President Eliot suggests 
“three” only, but others may be thought de- 
sirable). 

2 Let the other large libraries of the 
country aim at becoming exhaustively com- 
plete only in certain definite specialties (not 
widely duplicated by each other), rather than 
in their collections as a whole. 

3. Let the still smaller libraries agree to 
depend even more fully on interlibrary loans, 
as well as to develop the “discriminating” 
measures indicated below. 

4. Let those libraries which work side by 
side. in the same community, develop more 
systematic measures of co-operation, in the 
purchase of books, and in their cataloging and 
in their use. 

s. Let the “evaluation” of books by spe- 
cialists in each department be more fully 
systematized, and let the results be made more 
widely accessible in printed form. 

6. Let all libraries except those agreed on 
as “depositories” make an increasingly sys- 
tematic use of rigid discrimination, both in 
the purchase of books, and in the acceptance 
of gifts of books 

7. Let the “sifting” processes, which have 
thus far been fragmentary in many libraries, 
be systematically embodied in the routine, 
(a) as applying to duplicate copies of books, 
or (b) to undesired or antiquated groups of 
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books: and (c) occurring at regular and spec- 
ified periods. (Let this include also the omis- 
sion to replace certain books, discarded 
through “wear and tear of 

8. Let a definite plan be formulated for 
disposing of all material thus “sifted” out, 
whether (a) to branches of the main library ; 
or (b) to other libraries; or (c) in its fre- 
moval by sale or destruction; or (d) to a sec- 
ondary or “storage” library building (it found 
to be unavoidable), as suggested by President 
Eliot 

9. Let the relief and convenience of the 
reader or student be increasingly sought, 
(a) by sifting out books from the shelves, 
as above; (b) by a corresponding sifting of 
the catalog; (c) by less delay (rather than 
more), in supplying the books wanted; (d) 
by more of an open-shelf equipment (rather 
than less); (¢) by continuing to grant to 
investigators the opportunity of critical first- 
hand examination of the books in the stacks ; 
(f) by the arrangement of the books, even 
in the “storage” buildings, on some other 
plan than that of size; and (g) by the pro- 
vision of at least one study-room in connec- 
tion with every “storage” building. 

10. Let a representative committee attack 
the question of preparing a tentative list of 
undesired or “dead” books, or groups of 
books, to be canvassed later, in detail, and 
in the light of the experience of individual 
libraries. W. E. Foster, 

Librarian Providence Public Library. 


HARVARD UNIVERSITY LIBRARY: 
CONDITIONS AND PROBLEMS.* 


AN interesting presentation of the question 
of a new library building for Harvard Uni- 
versity is made in the report of the special 
committee appointed to consider the subject 
by the university authorities. Not only are 
the chief features of the proposed building 
outlined and explained, but special attention 
is given to the problems of handling the con- 
stantly growing collection, and to the solu- 
tion offered by President Eliot, of separating 
“living” books from “dead” ones In its 
lucid and thoughtful review of the problems 
that confront the great university library of 
to-day, the report commands wide attention 

Harvard, it is demonstrated by means of a 
comparative table, although leading Yale, 
Columbia, Princeton, Pennsylvania, and Cor- 
nell. in the strength of its collection, is be- 
hind these colleges in its equipment for hous- 
ing and using its books, and the necessity of 
better facilities in these directions is accepted 
as a premise. Three points bearing upon the 
general subject are first considered: 1, the re- 
lation of the special reference libraries to the 


* Harvard University. Report of a committee ap- 
pointed by the President and Fellows of Harvard 
College to study the future needs of the college li- 
brary; presented March 31, 1902. 22 p. U. 
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building » first point the opinion is 
practically unanim that disintegration into 
scattered special collections would be most 
undesirable, and that the policy to be followed 
should be one of centralization here are 
falling into 
collections, 
collections for large elementary courses, and 
collections for the use of advanced students 
The latter, with a few exceptions, it is 
thought “should properly be placed under the 
same roof with the central library, each in a is urged by 
separate room or rooms of its own, to which not by advocates 
only the advanced students and the instruct- tion. Duplicate « 
ors in each department would ordinarily have material in the same \ 
access,” for the reason “that students and pro- essential, and if another 
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stack relating to the same subject and the fer or exchange. Inconven 
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their laboratory, and the workers in thes« “It 1s, however, t 
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on their work in the library that investigators the general stack collec ; t 
in scientific fields enjoy in their laboratories.” tenths of the s 
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books of slight value, and many once valu- 
able that have been superseded by later edi- 
tions or by later and better works on the same 
subject. Can any large nu r of such books 
be either discarded or packed away in some 
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pact and strictly limited collection of the 
books of primary importance, depending upon 
other larger libraries in Boston, or in other 
parts of the country, for material occasionally 
needed, or should it expect to draw in and 
arrange under its own roof everything that 
is likely to be of real though remote service 
in branch of scholarly investigation, 
probably few persons would give an unquali- 
hed assent to either alternative The library 
has already too far outgrown the first con- 
ception, wise and appropriate as that is for 
many smaller libraries. The second concep- 
tion 1s so enormous that no library can ever 
realize it completely. But the committee's 
opinion ts that the policy of the Harvard li- 
brary must incline strongly and fearlessly in 
the larger direction, and that it must main- 
tain and administer its collections undimin- 
ished (with incensiderable exceptions ) — col- 
lections which it has brought together at 
great pains and expense and with the best 
expert advice.” 

As a legitimate means of keeping the col- 
lection within reasonable limits co-operation 
with other libraries is suggested, both in 
interlibrary loans, and in the avoidance of 
duplicating expensive and rarely used works, 
long sets of little-used periodicals, and like 
works, 

The question of the storage of less used 
books in a more economical manner than the 
ordinary stack permits is considered. “If the 
books were packed closely on the shelves and 
arranged strictly by height, with perhaps 
double rows on each shelf, a distinct saving 
in the number of cubic feet occupied by a 
given number of books would result, and it 
would still be possible to produce without 
serious delay any particular book required. 
But, as we have already pointed out, books of 
the kind we are considering, must be in most 
cases accessible to the student personally, 
and they must moreover be systematically 
classified, otherwise access to the shelves loses 
most of its value. Close order on the shelves 
and division primarily by sizes is not consis- 
tent with good classification and is therefore 
inadmissible 

“The committee, therefore, is unable to rec- 
ommend any radically different method of 
storage from that in use at present. For cer- 
tain classes of books, indeed, now stored in 
the stack, a more expensive rather than a 
more economical system is essential to their 
proper preservation and convenient use. We 
refer particularly to the collections in fine 
arts and archxology, where a large propor- 
tion of the volumes are heavy quartos and 
folios, for which special cases and tables 
should be provided in a room devoted to their 
use,” 

The requirements of the proposed building 
are outlined as: I, two or more large reading 
rooms, for general reference books, current 
periodicals, and reserved books for elemen- 
tary and some advanced courses; 2, a series 
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of moderate sized rooms, one or more for 
each department, giving a separate working 
reference library for advanced students or 
opportunity for quiet study to professors and 
visiting scholars; 3, a stack similar to the 
present one, large enough to hold the acces- 
sions of the next fifteen or twenty years, with 
possibility of future enlargement; 4, suitable 
rooms for books in fine arts and archxology, 
archives, manuscripts, maps, and other spe- 
cial collections; 5, convenient and ample ad- 
ministrative rooms. These general points are 
considered in detail, with careful estimate as 
to extent and character of use to be provided 
for, and tabulations of probable yearly rate 
of accessions, administrative force required, 
etc Some general estimates of cost are 
made, with suggested total of from $750, 
000 to $787,000. In conclusion the committee 
urge: “Not only should the new library be 
as perfect in plan and equipment as a wise 
and generous expenditure can make it; it 
should also, avoiding any display of costli- 
ness, possess a beauty and dignity of its own 
both within and without, that it may be a 
constant source of pleasure and inspiration 
to all who use it.” Suggestions and criti- 
cisms of the plans outlined and points re- 
ferred to in the report are asked for from 
librarians and others interested 


REPORT ON THE BIBLIOTHEQUE 
NATIONALE.* 


THE official report recently presented upon 
the appropriations desired for 1902 by the 
Bibliothéque Nationale gives an interesting 
review of the disadvantages under which the 
administration of the library at present labors, 
and urges prompt improvement of existing 
conditions. For administrative expenses the 
sum of 445,000 francs is assigned, comprising 
the administrator-general at 15,000 francs; 
three custodians (conservateurs) at 10,000 
francs each; one secretary-treasurer-custo- 
dian at 10,000 francs; six assistant-custodians 
(conservateurs-adjoints) at 7000 francs each; 
18 librarians at from 3600 to 6000 francs 
each; 26 sub-librarians at from 2400 to 3300 
francs each. There are also eight probation- 
ers and 16 clerks at a total of 50,020 francs; 
the sum of 26,000 francs is allotted for over- 
time and supplementary service; while 77 per- 
sons additional are attached to the corps of 
attendants, with a further salary total of 
120,500 francs. 

“Among the four departments into which 
the collections of the Bibliothéque Nationale 
are distributed, that of printed works con- 
tinues to be the most overburdened, and it 
is most desirable that a better distribution of 


* Rapport fait au nom de la Commission du Budget 
chargée d’examiner le projet de loi portant fixation 
du Budget général de l'exercise, 1902 ( Ministére 
de l'instruction publique et des beaux-arts: service 
de l'instruction publique); par M. Maurice-Faure, 
Deputé. 
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labor should permit an increase in the number 
of employes in this department, the state of 
the finances making additional appointments 
impracticable. The complaints of the public 
against the slowness of the service are con- 
tinual, and it must be admitted that they are 
often justified. The interval between the de 
mand for a work and its delivery is at least 
half an hour; oftentimes an hour, and even 
longer. The extent of the delay depends upon 
the time when the demand is made, and i 
especially marked between the hours of two 
to five in the afternoon, when there are the 
greatest number of students or visitors 
There are days when more than 600 vol- 
umes are asked for. In the reference room 
(salle de travail) two or three librarians. two 
attachés, and eight or nine attendants are es- 
pecially assigned to this hard task, and they 
are greatly overdriven. A rearrangement of 
the personnel appears essential, both to facili- 
tate rapidity of service and to save the 
strength of the employes. This increase of 
labor is the result of the change, contrary to 
the aim of the institution, that has taken 
place in the use made of the library. For- 
merly open only to scholars and men of let- 
ters, it is to-day encumbered by a clientele of 
readers who come simply to amuse them- 
selves, to the prejudice of serious students 
The demand of this special clientele is for 
new novels, which may be found in all read- 
ing rooms, for sporting journals, ‘The art 
of winning on the races,’ and like works. 
The reading room should suffice for such de- 
mands, and some regulation to this effect 
seems necessary. 

“The catalog cards, which are for the use 
of the staff and constitute the manuscript cat- 
alog, are not united in a single alphabetical 
series. They are divided into several series 
— French history, Medicine, Medical theses. 
etc., etc. The attendants when asked for 
works coming under several different classi- 
fications are obliged to search in two, three, 
or four alphabetical series of cards. Thus 
long delays and annoyance to the reader re- 
sult. It is only when the manuscript of the 
‘Catalogue général’ is prepared to be sent to 
the printer that these various series of cards 
are amalgamated.” It is pointed out that an- 
other cause of the delay in service is that 
most of the employes of the department take 
up in rotation and only for one or two hours 
a day the work of searching the card records, 
so that each one serves a slow apprenticeship. 
No one knows what has been done by his 
predecessor, and there is no sense of personal 
responsibility. “More than anywhere else, 
in this research work and in the central office, 
the personnel should be fixed, thoroughly com- 
petent, and charged only with this arduous 
work, for to do a thing well and quickly it 
must be understood from top to bottom.” 

Reference is made to the general demand 
on the part of students and the press, that the 
reference room should be open in the evening 
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when it can no longer secure them by 
demand, and secures them —if they are se- 
cured at all—as a favor only instead of by 
legal right. Not only is a longer period de 
sirable, but it important that the official 
deposit should be required of the publisher 
and not of the printer, as is the present prac- 
tice. “It often happens that the plates which 
accompany a work are neither printed nor e 
ecuted in France, but abroad - frequ 
in the case of medical works and for works of 
art. The printer then deposits the text onl», 
and the library receives an incomplete work 
It may happen also that there is a change of 
printers during the publication of a work. 
Each printer deposits —they do not always 
do that —the part that he has printed, and it 
is for the library to put the pieces together.” 
The deposit, owing to the ineffectiveness of 
any penalty for its neglect, is most laxly car- 
ried out. “In consequence, the library either 
finds itself deprived of its principal source 
of increase, or it is obliged to buy the works 
that it should have received through deposit 
Now, as the value of books constantly in- 
creases, this is a serious injustice to a budget, 
which, considerable as it appears, is not equal 
to those of the great foreign libraries, no- 
tably those of London and Berlin, not t 
mention the American libraries, which 
very rich, thanks to private generosity 
carry off from the book market, by for 
bank notes, the rarest editions and mo 
cious bindings 
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lighten some special fact of history, are con- 
spicuous by their absence.” 

M. Maurice-Faure closes his report with a 
strong arraignment of the present method of 


publication of the great “Catalogue général” 
of the library. “The publication of the ‘Cata- 
logue général’ proceeds with a slowness that 
may well be called discouraging. This publi- 
cation was begun in 1898, and but seven vol- 
umes have actually appeared, which contain 
only the letter A and a very small part of B. 
Now, this covers only the first series of the 
catalog, that by authors. There is to be a 
second series, for anonymous works; and a 
third for various publications ‘of a special 
character.’ It is evident that the completed 
catalog will make at least 200 volumes, and 
according to the present rate it will take at 
least 120 years to finish it, since in three 
years there have been published only six of 
the 200 volumes. What usefulness can there 
be in a catalog which on the day of its com- 
pletion (say, at the earliest, the year 2021) 
will be 120 years out of date? To continue 
in this fashion is simple waste of money. 
Undoubtedly more rapid progress is possible. 
The example of the British Museum proves 
this. The catalog of that immense library 
(authors and anonyms) began printing in 
1881 and was finished in 1898; in other words, 
the English had done in 17 years what we 
shall accomplish in 120 years, if we do not 
change our methods. It may be said that to 
make this English catalog there were extra- 
ordinary funds available, and that if the 
French catalog advances slowly it is because 
the budget provides but 100,000 francs for 
the making of all the catalogs of the Biblio- 
théque Nationale. But it is only necessary 
to compare the two catalogs to see that the 
English catalog has been made and printed 
with a view to cheapness, strict economy, 
large size, compact printing, while the French 
catalog is published in expensive style, in oc- 
form. The French catalog is undoubt- 
edly more delightful to the than the 
English: it is more agreeable to read; per- 
hans it has other advantages. But the Eng- 
lich catalog exists, and for three years has 
been of service to students; while the French 
catalog does not yet exist, and, if the present 
abandoned, will only exist for a 
To change the plan, now 
that publication has been once begun —to 
change format, style of printing and even 
method of editing, it may be said, will be an 
inconvenience: it will be annoying to the eye 
to find the first six volumes of the catalog in 
octavo, while the others are in quarto form. 
Small harm, after all. What is necessary 15 
that the catalog should be finished in reason- 
able time. that is in 15 to 18 years. We 
urge the Minister of Public Instruction to 
study the question of ways and means where- 
by the ‘Catalogue général’ of the Biblio- 
théque Nationale may be published complete 
by a date which should not be later than the 
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year 1920.” Various criticisms are made upon 
technical features in the catalog, the designa- 
tion of duplicate copies is recommended, and 
an annual catalog of accessions is suggested 
to replace the present unsatisfactory and in- 
adequate monthly bulletins of French and 
foreign additions. The final criticism touches 
upon the pamphlets, books and like material 
gathered in collections not included in the 
general records. “These pamphlets and books 
are not represented by an author card in the 
manuscript catalog, and thus do not appear 
in the printed catalog. To realize the im- 
portance of this elimination it should be under- 
stood that certain collections constitute verit- 
able small special libraries. Thus, from 1897 
the collection relating to mutual aid societies 
has grown to occupy 23 meters of shelving 
and to comprise at least 17,000 items; the col- 
lection dealing with railway companies covers 
53 meters of shelving and embraces over 22,- 
000 items.” The need of making this mate- 
rial readily available to readers and giving 
it proper record is urged, and the practice of 
establishing artificial collections of this sort 
is regarded as most undesirable. 


THE NET PRICE QUESTION 


A “memorIAL” upon the vexed question of 
discounts granted to libraries, addressed to 
the executive committee of the American Pub- 
lishers’ Association, by the executive com- 
mittee of the American Booksellers’ Associa- 
tion, was printed in the Publishers’ Weekly of 
April 26. It was inspired by the resolutions 
passed at the Bi-state Library Meeting at At- 
lantic City and later endorsed by many other 
library associations, asking that a new rate of 
discount up to 25 per cent. on net books be 
granted to libraries; and it urged with con- 
siderable rancor that the request be denied, 
and that libraries be required to pay full net 
prices on their books. It said, in part: 

“The resolution practically asks that local 
dealers shall be required to maintain book- 
stores for the distribution of your books, by 
the investment of their capital in your books 
with the constant risk of not being able to sell 
them and so recover the money invested; that 
dealers shall be required to pay transportation 
on your books from your warehouses to every 
city throughout the country; that dealers sh ll 
be required to pay for clerk hire to sell your 
books to libraries; that dealers shall be re- 
quired to pay insurance on your books in 
transit and to store; and that dealers shall be 
required to sell and deliver your books to hi- 
braries at precisely the price which they pay 
you for your books in your own warehouses, 
in cities remote from the libraries. And finally 


you are urged to allow your members to sell 
their books directly to libraries at 25 per cent. 
discount, which is precisely the discount that 
you recommend your members to 
dealers, in your own warehouses, 
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“We beg leave to direct your attention to 
the fact that the average librarian. throughout 
the country, is absolutely dependent upon the 
bookseller, to help him make suitable selection 
for the library. It is the general prac 
tice of the average librarian to ask the local 
bookseller to help him make up his list of 
purchases, as often as he has an appropriation 
for the purchase of books. This service is 
rendered by the local dealer often at the ex- 
pense of a day, and sometimes several days, 
of valuable time. When the list is made up 
the librarian submits it to jobbers and whole- 
sale dealers in other cities, as well as to pub 
lishers, and they are asked to bid for the order, 
When the bids are received the lowest one is 
the basis upon which the local dealer is told 
he can have the order, if he is so fortunate as 
not to be entirely ignored. The price quoted 
on such orders by jobbers, wholesale dealers 
and publishers is usually the price at which the 
local dealer purchases your books, unless they 

rotected by the net price system. Thus 

local dealer, in order to hold his local 

*, is compelled to furnish the books to the 
local library at the same price he pays for 
them in the warehouses; and he is also com- 
pelled to incur the serious loss in handling 
your books as above described. We submit 
that since the local dealer does the work and 
incurs the expense of furnishing books to the 
local library, he is entitled to a living profit. 
Surely the laborer is worthy of his hire! 

“Certain instances were cited by the libra- 
rians, where the prices of books published in 
series had been increased to the public. It 
would have been strange indeed, if in the ad- 
justment of their business to the new condi- 
tions, some members of the Publishers’ Asso- 
ciation had not made mistakes in pricing their 
books. But, if so, where the price has been 
made too high, or too low, the publisher of 
the book has to suffer most for his mistake, 
since he has most invested. This is a matter 
that should give no one any anxiety, since it 
will soon adjust itself. 

“If you will require public libraries to pay 
the full net price for all of your publications 
as is done by English publishers, you will 
enable dealers to purchase your books liber- 
ally, to introduce them thoroughly during the 
first year after publication, and to push their 
sale effectively. Then, at the end of the 
period in which the net-price system is pro- 
tected, such books as you do not choose to 
maintain under the net-price system, and 
thus keep permanently on the market, can be 
put on our clearance counters and closed out 
This will afford public libraries an oppor- 
tunity to purchase at lower prices; and the 
limited “appropriations” can be made to go 
farther in meeting the demands of the pa- 
trons of libraries. 

“The burden of complaint by the ‘profes- 
sional librarians,’ who spoke at the recent 
meeting, was that they were compelled to pay 
higher prices than they paid before the net- 
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braries have a little more money than college 
libraries, but I think that we have a little 
more money in our library than a public li- 
brary of the same size (about 20,000 v.) and 
income for income, the college library spends 
more money for books. 

“Between the publisher and the irate book- 
seller there is nothing for us to do in this 
library and other libraries, but to wait for 
calmer times and more settled conditions. 
There are a great many things that we shall 
buy, things we need and would not buy but 
for this net-price affair. We shall live through 
this experience and we shall see more reason- 
able charges for books; then we shall buy 
books as they come from the press. 

“The library and the bookstore are both 
subject to the same general laws of change 
and progress. It may be that the library is 
dependent upon the bookseller, as the mem- 
orial asserts, but I am inclined to believe that 
the library is slowly taking the place of the 
bookstore. Nobody goes to the local book- 
seller for information. Or. to put it on per- 
sonal knowledge, I have more calls for book 
information than the local bookseller has. 
The bookseller knows very little about books 
because he has no tools and has many other 
lines of trade beside books. The larger city 
bookstores, less than so in America, do have 
the tools and the information, but they do not 
have the people so completely. The skilful, 
enthusiastic librarian of to-day seems to have 
taken the place of the bookseller with the 
people who want to know about books. 

“I am personally acquainted with more than 
500 graduates who have at one time or an- 
other used the college or school library and 
who are now in the world and at work. 
From the mass of students there is but a 
faint call for books after graduation, but about 
ymce a week, I receive a letter asking for a 
list on nature study, or manual training, or 
music, or this or that, and I have been curious 
enough to find out whether or not these young 
people (and old people too) have gone to the 
bookstores for information. Some of them 
do not live near bookstores, none of them go 
the second time to the store for information. 
They all write to the librarian because they 
prefer his advice in the matter, and because 
they know that his annotations mean some- 
thing 

“I do not know just how soon the library 
will oust the bookseller, but in the present 
condition of affairs, it will not be long. The 
librarian is willing to do anything the public 
isks, and the public will ask for some sort of 
better service than one can get at most of the 
bookstores. 

“To have Mr. Dewey discharged from the 
Albany library would settle nothing for the 
bookseller, and it would give Mr. Dewey a 
vacation which he has been too busy to take 
for many years. Booksellers must learn to 
live (and live they will) without artificial 
stimuli. This net-price is administered to the 
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retail trade like a salt cure, an oxygen pump 
or some other last resort. There is a class 
of bookselling which must be carried on by 
booksellers, but they will be different men 
from the authors of the memorial.” 

The resolutions passed at the Atlantic City 
meeting have been formally endorsed by the 
state library associations of New Hampshire, 
Illinois and California, and the Cape Cod 
Library Club. The California association 
in its preamble states that “the American 
Publishers’ Association, in adopting the net- 
price system in rgo1, declared that it was 
not the intention of American publishers to 
raise the cost of books to libraries more than 
a few cents, but only to protect the book- 
seller, but that it has been found that “the net 
rate system works a considerable hardship on 
all libraries, especially the small ones, and has 
a tendency to increase the percentage of books 
bought of foreign publishers as cheaper under 
the new conditions.” 


SPECIFICATIONS FOR BINDING USED 
AT WORCESTER COUNTY 
LAW LIBRARY. 

From the 4th Report of the Librarian, 

Booxs to be sewed as sent down, unless 
an obvious mistake has been made. In case 
of doubt, book to be laid aside and library to 
be notified. Directions on slips with volume 
to be followed, unless sample back or volume 
is sent, or a new combination made up. All 
books to be sewed all along with best Irish 
linen thread, octavos and smaller on four 
strings, quartos and folios on a proportion- 
ally greater number of strings. All maps and 
charts to be backed with muslin, all plates 
to be meunted on muslin hinges and not to 
be refolced unless necessary. Better way is 
to cut off the inside and outside margins if 
any shortening is necessary. Trimming to be 
done only to match other volumes of set. No 
bleeding to be done. Where directed only 
rough trimming to be done and some cases 
to be trimmed only on top and other edges 
to be left rough. Covers and advertising 
matter to be bound as placed either in middle 
of volume or at end. Tops to be burnished 
or sprinkled as case may be. All books of 
one hundred (100) pages or over to be laced 
in boards on full number of strings. Wher 
so stipulated, heights of books to be followed 
by trimming down or stilting up, as case map 
be. Books to be covered with full Holliston 
cloth, morocco, calf, or sheep, as directed, 
or 3%4 morocco, calf, or sheep, as directed. 
Millboards, endpapers, marblepapers and all 
coverings, to be of best quality. Sample book 
of leathers, cloth, and paper to be made up. 
Price list of bindings, as to materials and 
sizes, also to be made up. Mark Worcester 
County Law Library, at bottom, in ink, on all 
law reports. 
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PAUL LEICESTER FORD—IN ME- 
MORIAM. 


Pau Leicester Forp, the well-known bib- 
liographer and novelist, was shot and killed 
on the morning of Thursday, May 9, at his 
residence in New York city, by his brother, 
Malcolm Webster Ford, who then shot and 
instantly killed himself. The tragedy was 
the result of long existing dissensions be- 
tween Malcolm Ford and his brothers and 
sisters, arising from the disinheritance of the 
former by his father, Gordon L, Ford, who 
died in 1891, and who had always opposed 
his son’s absorption by and promin 
athletic sports. The elder Ford's will was not 
contested, but Malcolm Ford claimed that a 
verbal agreement had been made between 
himse and his brothers and _ sisters, by 
which they promised to share with him 
their father’s estate, and in 1894 he brought 
suit to compel the carrying out of this ar- 
rangement As no written f the 


ence in 


proof of 
agreement was forthcoming the decision was 
adverse, and since then the estrangement 
between Malcolm and the other members of 
his family had been greatly deepened. It is 
understood that for some time past his finan- 
cial affairs had been oppressing him, and he 
had frequently asked and received assistance 
from his brother Paul, who, it is supposed, 
finally refused further aid. The reasons for 
the tragedy are known only by inference, but in 
a statement issued by the family it is said that 
Malcolm had for some time past shown evi- 
dence of an unbalanced mind, and that the 
fatal act was believed to be the result of that 
condition 
Paul Leicester Ford was born in Brooklyn, 
23. 1865. He was one of seven 
lon L. Ford, formerly a law- 
many years publisher of the New 
‘ribune, and from childhood showed 
bookish tastes which were developed 
in every way In infancy a fall from his 
arms permanently crippled him. Hts 
sical condition prevented him from going 
‘hool or to college and he was simply 
loose in his fine private li- 


strong 


nurse 


father’s 
brarv. with a measure of guidance from tutors 
ind instructors. From the first his tastes were 
for literature and publishing, and at the age of 
11 he was an editor and printer, when he and 
his brother. Worthington Chauncey Ford, “set 
up” Paul Ford's first work, “Webster geneal- 
ogy: compiled and printed for presentation by 
Noah Webster, New Haven, 1836; with notes 
and corrections by his great-grandson, Paul 
Leicester Ford, 1876. 99 p. 4 pl. 4°, 250 cop- 
ies.” This was followed by “Websteriana: a 
catalogue of books by Noah Webster; collated 
from the library of Gordon L. Ford,” 1882. 
20 |. 4°, 6 copies. From this beginning the list 
of his literary work is long and varied. With 
his father and his brother Worthington, he 
established the Historical Printing Club, 
which issued books and pamphlets relating to 
American history and bibliography and was 


turned 
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maintained until after the father’s death 
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Mr Ford early \ ried 
bibliographical work by 
stories and plays, but hi 
novelist’s field was not made until 18903 
he wrote “The Honorable Peter St 
his best novel, which 
ning recognition has met 
ever-deepening public appreci 
well-known works of fiction 
story of an untold love,” “The 
robbery,” “Jani Meredith 
tales of Cupid He m 
Marv Grace Kidder, 
travel abroad settled in 
which, it was 
mediate results of the 
mynd in which he ime to h rag death 


} 
i 


entrance in 


uthough slow 
+1 


irried it 
after 
home 


and 
beautiful 

ented the im 
fa single novel 


tood 


under 


Re 
ag 
he 
tt > 
“gag 
ter a 
bet 
ane 
hort 
th 
hen 
n 
thes 
‘4 


THE TYPEWRITER FOR CARD 
CATALOGS. 


Just now many libraries are adding the 
printed cards of the Library of Congress to 
their catalogs. This makes the present a 
most opportune time for adopting the type- 
writer for cataloging purposes. Moreover, 
with the typewriter, the subject headings 
can be written on these cards so neatly and 
satisfactorily that, to the casual observer, the 
difference in type will hardly be apparent. 

For small libraries that cannot afford to 
print their catalogs the typewritten cards are 
ungestionably superior legibility, um- 
formity and general appearance to those writ- 
ten by hand. The external appearance and 
clearness of a catalog have not a little to do 
with its attractiveness, and hence with the 
disposition to,use it on the part of the readers. 
Every means which helps to make a catalog 
clear and simple is worthy the attention of 
a library seeking to be of the largest possible 
use to a community. Then, too, the economy 
in time is another point to be considered in 
libraries where a few assistants are doing the 
work of many, a practised operator being 
able to typewrite about twice as many cards 
as he can write by hand in the same time. 

The fear of fading has heretofore caused 
many to hesitate in deciding to use the ma- 
chine for cataloging. Upon this point Mr. 
W. F. Yust, of the New York State Library, 
reports some very interesting experiments 
made by Mr. A. A. Clarke at the Y. M. C. A. 
Library in Albany, N. Y., in 1900. In that 
library typewritten cards were subjected to 
sunlight, rain, heat, and some were even 
boiled, and in all cases the ink came out un- 
touched. Indeed, it proved to be almost in- 
delible, since it required very strong chem- 
icals to remove it at all. 

The tabulation shown on the next page was 
made at the University of Texas Library 
from replies to inquiries regarding the use 
of the typewriter in libraries. These ques- 
tions were sent to 66 libraries selected at ran- 
dom, 18 of which had had no experience with 
the typewriter in cataloging, and four did not 
reply. 

After experimenting with several machines, 
we have decided that the Smith-Premier is 
superior for card work for various reasons. 
From the construction of the cardholder, it is 
impossible for the card to shift its position 
when the platen is revolved. This absolute 
uniformity of spacing makes it possible to re- 
insert a card and strike the writing line 
without extra care or expert skill in manipu- 
lation. The typewriter which least hampers 
the operator with its mechanism is best adap- 
ted to work of this nature. The card is un- 
injured by being rolled on the platen, and 
immediately resumes its original form when 
released, the size of the cylinder preventing 
the breaking of the fiber. 
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Various critical or explanatory remarks 
were made by some of the libraries reporting, 
The general verdict of all was that in legibil- 
ity and attractiveness a typewritten catalog 
was superior to hand work, and that the ad- 
vantage of greater rapidity in preparation also 
lay with the former. 

The Carnegie Library, of Pittsburgh, re- 
ported: “Our catalog is printed. However, 
we typewrite our shelf-list cards, and also the 
main author cards, when a book is cataloged. 
This card, after having been used as copy 
for the printer, is filed in the catalog room 
catalog.” 

The Cleveland Public Library reports: “We 
have tried in our catalog three machines — the 
Remington, Smith-Premier, and Hammond. 
Of these, the Smith-Premier has given us the 
best satisfaction for all-round work. It is 
equally good for correspondence, manifolding, 
and cards. The Hammond keeps the card 
flat, but the card platen on the Smith holds 
the card securely for writing and it resumes 
its shape immediately when it is taken from 
the machine, apparently uninjured. We have 
found the typewriter a means of economy in 
our catalog room, and it gives the entries on 
the cards in an absolutely uniform manner.” 
The librarian of the Fletcher Memorial Li- 
brary, Ludlow, Vt., says: “Though this cat- 
alog was started only a year and a half ago, 
already four persons have worked on it; but 
because of the typewriter it is perfectly uni- 
form.” At the Library of the Grand Lodge, 
F. and A. M., the Hammond is preferred, 
“because I can have shuttles for all the lan- 
guages and have the various abbreviations 
also, which you cannot have on the other ma- 
chines.” The Williams machine is used at 
the Grosvenor Library, and “if well cared for, 
the writing is superior to ribbon work.” 

Indiana University Library reports: “We 
would not think of returning to written cards, 
The typewritten catalog is clearer and more 
simple for users; quicker and less expensive 
to make. The money saved pays for the ma- 
chine in a few months. As to red ribbon, 
we have found it far better to use black ink, 
but three colors of cards.” Osterhout Free 
Library says: “We think a typewritten cat- 
alog is far better than any other, on account 
of its clearness and uniformity — except the 
cards now published by the Library of Con- 
gress.” The Library of the School of Educa- 
tion of the University of Chicago reports: 
“We could not accomplish one-third as much 
as we do if we wrote all these cards by hand. 
We write in the red headings.” <A prefer- 
ence for written cards is expressed at the 
University of South Dakota, where it 1s 
thought that “written cards are much plainer ; 
then, too, the typewritten ones fade, and the 
tracing of added entries is not so easy as 
with the pen.” 

CaroLtne WANDELL, Cataloger, 

University of Texas Library, Austin, Tex. 
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NO. OF MAKE OF COLOR ¢ MAKE OF REI ? 
OF VOLS, | TYPEWRITER RIBBON, BABS 


Andrew Carnegie Free 6,000 Smith-Premier. Black record. Smith-Premier ’ 
Library, Carnegie, Pa Unruled; red edged 
Bloomfield «(N. J.) Pub- soo Smith-Premier. Black record Webster .. rebst vue L.B. 33. Medium. 
lic Library 
Buffalo (N. Y.) Public so Smith-Premier. Black record 
Library 
Carnegie Free Library, 31,00 Hammond and Black. ...... 
Braddock, Pa Smith-Premier. 
Carnegie Library, Brad- 3,000 Remington..... Black.. .... 
ford, Pa. 


Carnegie Pitts- Smith-Premier. Black record 
burgh, 

Cedar Rapids (la.) Pub- .233 Remington..... Black 
lic Library. 


Chicago Public Library. | 275,000 Hammond...... Black.. ......" Challenge"’ Special 
Clive nbbon 
Cincinnati Public Lib. 250,000 Smith-Premier. Black record. Carter's non- sesame None.... 
Cleveland (Ohio) Pub- Smith-Premier. | Black. 
lic Librar 
Columbia University Li- 31-000 Fisher Book- 
brary, New York City. Typewriter. 
Denver (Colo) Public’ 80,000 Jewett, Black record. “‘Paragon” for N 
Library. Smith-Premier, Smith; Manufac- 
Remington turers’ makes for 
others 
De Pauw University Li- 24,000 Smith-Premier.|Black.. ...... Smith-Premier.... 
brary Greencastle, Ind 
Brie (Pa.) Public 27,500 record. “Paragon"”........ None used. Red L.B. 33. Medium. 
brary. carbon paper 
! | used instead 
Fletcher Memorial Li-| 6,88: Smith-Premier. Black........ | Webster..... None used... 
brary, Ludlow, Vt. 
Forbes Library, North- 85,000 Elliot & Hatch. Black........| Lion brand, Lion brand, 
ampton, Mass. Elliot & Hatch Elliot & Hatch.. 
Girard College Library, 16,000 |MHammond Black Hammond record 
Phil. non-filling 
Library, New-) 6,729 |Smith-Premier Black.. Webster Starbrand 
port, Vt. 
Grand Lodge F.& A.M.| 14,000 Hammond Black record. Hammond.... 
of Penn. Library, Phil. | 
Grosvenor Library, Buf- 59,400 | Williams....... Purple ink 
falo, N.Y } (no ribbon). 
Grosvenor Library, Medi- Smith-Premier. Purple None used. 
cal dept., Buffalo, N. Y. | 
Ilion (N. Y.) Public Lib. | 12,0co|Remington..... Black........."" Paragon”’........ Paragon 
Indiana University Lib..! 40,000 |Hammond...... Black record Little’s “Brilliant.’’ None used. 
Bloomington, Ind. } 
inc 
Los Angeles Pub. Lib 68,000 |Hammond......'Black.. ......| Hammond record... in 
Millicent Library, Fair-| 16,70c |Smith-Premier. Black record. Smith-Premier..... None used.. 
haven, Mass 
Minneapolis Public Li-| 125,000 ,Remington..... Black record. Websternon-filling 
brary. 
Newara (N. Y.) Public) 4,500 Smith-Premier. Black record Webster... Webster.... 
Library Hammond, 
New Haven (Conn.) Pub-| 60,000 Remington lack.. ammond, None used 
lic Library me iragon 
Norman Williams Public) 12,684 |Hammond...... Black record. Hamm« nd, None used 
Library, Woodstock, Vt Webster 
Osterhout Free Library,| 31,500 Hammond...... Black record 
Wilkes-Sarre, Pa 
Powers Law Library, ooo |Smith-Premier. Black record. Smith-Premier..... None used.. 
Rochester, N. Y 
St. Louis Public Library Remington..... ...... ane 
Sidney (Ohio) Public) Over!Smith-Premier. Black record. Smith-P remier.. Smith 
Library. 
Toledo (Ohio) Public 4,500 |Smith-Premier. Black c Smith-Premier 
Library 
U.S. Patent Office Libra-| 76,2 Smith-Premier. Black.. Webster & Carter 
ry, Washington, D. C 
University of Cincinnati coo |\Underwood.... Black Underwood . 
Library 
University of Colorado) 25,000 Smith-Premier Black., ......' Eureka, 
Library, Boulder, Colo Black record 
University of South Da- yooo Hammond...... Black record. Hammond....... é ! I Medium. 
kota, Vermillion, S. D 
Washington County Free Smith-Premier. Black record. Webster.... 
Library, Hagerstown, 
Md 


Wisconsin State Histori- ’ Remington..... Black record, Remington, None used....... 3 - and 43%. 
cal Library, Madison “ Paragon.” (Latter for public) 
*y. M. C. A. Library, | Bar Lock. Black record. Kee Lox, L.B. 33] 


Albany, N. Y. | | (Rochester, N. Y Mittag & Volger.) 


“*Reported by Mr. W. F. Yust 
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THE YORKVILLE BRANCH BUILDING 
OF THE NEW YORK PUBLIC 
LIBRARY 


Tuts building, the first to be erected in 
Greater New York with Mr. Carnegie’s great 
gift of $5,200,000, will stand on the south 

of East 7oth street, between Second 

Third avenues. It will be the home of 
the Yorkville Branch, which since June 10, 
1897, has occupied the diagonally opposite 
corner—the northwest corner of Second ave- 
nue and 79th street 

The branch is circulating books, sometimes 
at the rate of 1000 a day, in most inadequate 
quarters—a single floor having about 2000 
square feet of area. The new building will 
have on its five floors, including basement and 
janitor’s floor, 14,680 square feet—more than 
seven times what the branch is getting along 
with at present. It is not anticipated that this 
will be a square foot more than is needed 

It must not be supposed that the new build- 
ing is regarded by those who have planned it 
as ideal for its purposes. A librarv in a 
crowded city street must make the best of 
adverse conditions. To make use of the type 
that is coming to be preferred for the small 
library —the type somewhat picturesquely 
named “the butterfly” by Mr. Eastman, in 
allusion to its central body flanked by its 
equal wings—a considerable plot of ground 
is necessary, not less than 1oo feet front. 
This the price of land makes prohibitive over 
a large part of Manhattan Island. The typical 
branch building in the crowded parts of the 
city will have to stand on two city lots—say 
from 40 to 50 feet front—and its departments, 
instead of being spread out as much as pos- 
sible on one floor, must be piled one above the 
other. In other words, we must not look 
to the butterfly for our model, but to the 
caterpillar—the caterpillar standing erect on 
its tail 

Experience in branch work in New York 
City indicates that the necessary departments 
in a New York branch are the general open- 
shelf room for adults, with circulating-desk 
and some reading-tables; the children’s de- 
partment; and the newspaper and periodical 
reading room. The best place for each of 
these is obviously the ground floor. Equally 
obvious, however, is the fact that in a building 
such as we have indicated only one of them 
can be so located, and that the other two 
must struggle even for second place. There 
are arguments in favor of every possible ar- 
rangement; it is not even likely that the same 
will be adopted in all of the future Carnegie 
buildings. In the one under consideration 
the adults have been placed on the ground 
floor. the children on the second floor, and the 
readers on the third, under the large skylight. 
In the basement are the heating apparatus 
(direct-indirect hot-water system), the re- 
ceiving and packing room and space for stor- 
age. The janitor’s apartment is placed in a 
half-story, above the third, situated in the 


270 THE LIBRARY JOURNAL. [ May, 1902 


rear and opening out on the roof. It is in- 
visible from the street. The small collection 
of reference books is placed in the rear of the 
ground floor, separted from the general 
adult department only by a railing. The 
children’s department will have a study room, 
but unless there is absolute necessity this will 
not be wholly partitioned off. On the third 
floor the staff room has been placed and there 
will be space here not only for the general 
reading-room but for such other departments 
as future experience may suggest. The light 
here is chietly from above (the small front 
windows serving only for ventilation) and the 
walls will be suitable for exhibitions of pic- 
tures, etc. The whole building will be lighted 
by electricity and there will be two small 
elevators—one for books, which will be oper 
ated by electricity, and the other a hand 
dumb-waiter for janitor’s supplies 

The architectural features of the building 
are not due to a single hand. The general 
or typical arrangement of the front was fixed 
upon, after several conferences, by_a com- 
mission of New York architectural firms ap- 
pointed by the library trustees. These firms, 
Messrs, Carrere & Hastings; McKim, Mead & 
White: and Babb, Cook & Willard, decided 
on the general type of building, and to this 
type the plans of the Yorkville branch, which 
were prepared by Mr. James Brown Lord, 
conform. To this type also, future plans 
must conform, except where the conditions 
are rural rather than urban. This does not 
mean that the buildings will all look alike, 
for plenty of room for individual taste has 
been left. It means, in the words of one of 
the architects, that the Carnegie buildings 
“will all tell the same story, but will tell it in 
different words.” The three arches on the 
ground floor, for instance, which are one 
feature of the type, may be treated in a 
great variety of ways. In the case of the 
Yorkville building the entrance has been 
placed in one of the side arches, opposite the 
stairwav—an arrangement which, although a 
departure from symmetry, is not only more 
convenient but, according to some authori- 
ties, is more sound from an architectural 
standpoint, as it indicates from the exterior 
the structural arrangement of the inside 

Summing up such of the distinctive features 
of the building as are dependent on its pos! 
tion in a closely built-up block in a crowded 
portion of a city, it may be described as a 
branch library in which the different depart- 
ments are located one above the other, on 
different floors, each floor being kept, as far 
as possible, free from partitions, and in which 
stress is laid on the circulation of books on 
the open-shelf system, the principal use of the 
building itself for reading purposes being in 
connection with children’s work and with the 
general use of current periodicals and news- 


— A. E. Bostwick, 
Chief Circulation Department, 
New York Public Library 
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1902 


THE ONTARIO 
TION, TORONTO, 
APRIL 1, 
THE second annual meeting of the Ontario 
Library Association was held in Toronto, on 
Monday and Tuesday, March 31 and April 1, 
1902, Sessions were held in Castle Memorial 
Hall, McMaster University, the president, 
James Bain, in the chair. The attendance 
was excellently representative of the library 
interests of the province, and the meeting 
proved a most satisfactory one. Steps were 
taken toward securing a provincial library 
commission, modelled upon the state library 
commissions of the United States, and the 
extension of the system of travelling 
ries of Ontario was considered Library 
buildings also received special attention in a 
report from a committee of the association 
and in an illustrated lecture by W. R. East- 
man, inspector of libraries for New 
York 
rhe first session was opened at 2.30 on the 
afternoon of March 31. After the usual pre- 
sentation of previous minutes, appointment of 
committees and announcement of the A. L, A. 
conference to be held in Boston and Mag 
nola next June, reports of the various stand- 
ing and special committees were submitted 
. B. Macallum, of the Canadian Institute, 
Toronto, reported upon “Travelling libraries.” 
Material progress in the development of a 
system of travelling libraries had been made 
since meeting, and a government 
grant of $1200 for the work had been secured 
Mr. Macallum thought, however, that the se- 
lection of books was not satisfactory. Stand- 
ard authors were not well represented, and 
the proportion of light fiction was too large 
A fair proportion of good fiction was, of 
course, necessary, but the conditions of the 
different localities to which the books were 
to be sent should be studied. What would 
be suitable for lumbering and mining camps 
might not be suitable for the settled though 
small agricultural communities in other dis- 
tricts, where a better class of reading was 
required. It was thought that a library com- 
mission should be appointed to deal with the 
whole question. E, A, Hardy, of Lindsay, a 
member of the committee, dissented from the 
views expressed in the report regarding the 
proportion of fiction. He thought that at 
least 50 per cent. of fiction was desirable 
Alfred Fitzpatrick, secretary and agent of the 
movement to establish reading camps in the 
lumbering regions, agreed that fiction and 
light reading were most wanted in the lumber 
camps 
A report upon “Lists of books” was pre- 
sented by James Bain; and H. H. Langton, 
of the University of Toronto, submitted the 
report of the committee on library buildings 
This dealt with general principles in the plan- 
ning of library buildings. Three points were 
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by J. Davis Barnett, of 
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selection as made by a publ 
in its influence upon the community 
publishing trade at large; the national 
ing effect of libraries, justifying government 
help; their stimulation of private gifts for the 
common good, without pauperizing effect ; and 
the usefulness of books as working tools of 
modern civilization and in helping industrial 
design. Even novels were improving in their 
effect upon manners, living, and ideals; but 
the highest value of the library would not be 
reached until public library shelves are free 
to all 
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Thomas) had already accepted the conditions 
and proposed building immediately. The sums 
granted ranged from $100,000 (to Ottawa) to 
$7000, reaching a total of $264,500. Mr. East- 
man’s lecture was well attended, and was il- 
lustrated by over 60 stereopticon views. 

On Tuesday morning the delegates visited the 
libraries of Toronto and Victoria universities. 
lhe general session was opened at 10.30, with 
a paper by Miss Carnochan, of Niagara, on 
“Vicissitudes of a library during fifty years.” 
This was a sketch of the Public Library of 
Niagara from its formation in 1848, gleaned 
from the documents in existence, particularly 
showing how its history and that of the coun- 
try touched in many places and referring to 
the different acts relating to libraries and the 
part taken by the Niagara library respecting 
these. At the jubilee held in 1808 the inter- 
esting fact wag mentioned that the president 
(Mr. Kirby) had held his position for 25 
years and had been a member for 49 years, 
and the treasurer (Mr. Pafford) had occupied 
that post for 33 years. Reference was also 
made to the distinguished public men whose 
names are found in connection with this li- 
brary. At its close the paper criticised two 
features of the present regulations, and asked 
that action should be taken by the libraries 
unitedly to ask for improvements in this direc- 
tion. First, that the government grant should 
be increased so that the full sum earned by 
each library should be given without the pro 
rata reduction of 20 per cent., as last year; 
second, that the present orders respecting 
classification should be rescinded, “as the re- 
sult is misleading and dishonest, and leads 
to confusion in the arrangement of books.” 

Miss C. A. Rowe, of the Brockville Public 
Library, outlined “Some useful methods in a 
small public library,” touching particularly 
upon the card catalog, the usefulness of the 
indicator, charging systems, selection and buy- 
ing of books; encouraging the reading of the 
better class of literature by attractive bulle- 
tins, good book reviews, display of new books, 


lists of best books. ete. Open access to 
the shelves was advocated if proper super- 
vision could be given to the shelves and 
readers 


rhe final session opened at 2 p.m., the first 
paper being upon “The training of librarians 
in this province.” by E, A. Hardy. After 
pointing out the desirability of trained libra- 
rians, Mr. Hardy inquired as to the financial 
possibilities of the libraries of Ontario to pay 
for such service. Twenty libraries are now 
paying $200 per year and over for salaries, 
but at the close of the year at least 100 libra- 
ries would be in a position to pay $100 a year 
and upwards. A librarian’s work falls into 
two parts, mechanical service and trained ser- 
vice; the mechanical work has to do with the 
care of the rooms and the books, the issuing 
of the books, collection of fines, care of the 
daily papers and magazines, etc. The trained 
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service includes selection of books and period- 
icals, purchasing of same, acquisition of dona- 
tions, accessioning, classification and catalog- 
ing of new books, influence on circulation of 
books, as to character and volume, co-opera- 
tion with the school, with the study-club, and 
the studious patron, and with the local histor- 
ical society. To secure such trained libra- 
rians various methods are possible: county in- 
stitutes, attendance at Toronto, Hamilton, or 
London public libraries, attendance at a li- 
brary school or summer library school, a cer- 
respondence course, or the creation of a sum- 
mer library school in Toronto. Mr. Hardy 
advocated the government's taking hold of 
the matter, instituting a library course, draft- 
ing a syllabus, providing instructors and 
granting certificates, and suggested that li- 
braries employing such certificated librarians 
should be financially recognized by the gov- 
ernment. Failing government action, the as- 
sociation was urged to draft out a course of 
instruction and give its own certificate to 
those who did the work. 

“Canadian literature” was treated in two 
papers. The first, by Lawrence J. Burpee, 
dealt with “Canadian fiction.” It was an in- 
teresting and suggestive sketch of the early 
history of fiction in Canada, with which are 
associated the names of Haliburton (“Sam 
Slick”), James DeMille, Major John Richard- 
son, William Kirby, Mrs. Moodie, and her 
sister, Mrs. Traill, and several others: and 
among French-Canadians, De Gaspe, Chau- 
veau, Marmette, and Saint Maurice. The 
work of Canadian novelists of the present day 
— Gilbert Parker, C. D. G. Roberts, Robert 
Barr, Lily Dougall, and others—was also 
noted, and an earnest plea was made for a 
more hearty and rational encouragement of 
native talent than exists at the present time. 
An interesting chronological bibliography was 
appended to Mr. Burpee’s paper. The second 
branch of the subject was “Canadian period- 
icals,” treated by John A. Cooper, editor of 
the Canadian Magazine, who advocated more 
protection for the Canadian printer and pub- 
lisher, and thought that people were too com- 
placent with regard to the inroads of Amer- 
ican literature. The final paper, on “How to 
secure the passing of a free public library by- 
law,” was by Dr. S. P. May, Superintendent of 
Public Libraries for Ontario. After sketching 
the later history of the library movement in 
Ontario, Dr. May pointed out the clauses 
in the statutes directly bearing on the pro- 
cedure to be adopted in organizing a free 
library. His practice was to call a joint meet- 
ing of the library boards (i.e., of libraries not 
free) and the town council and discuss the 
matter of free library, pointing out the ad- 
vantages of a free library and the legal pro- 
cedure. There are 443 public libraries, ie¢., 
libraries working under the statute and re- 
ceiving government aid in the province: 129 
of these are free and 265 are supported wholly 
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or in part by the municipality. The library 
association can be of great value in holding 
meetings in local centers to awaken interest 
and guide public opinion in obtaining a free 
library. 

At the close of the papers and discussions 
several resolutions were passed. It was re 
solved that the association request the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor-in-Council to appoint a com- 
mission to examine into and report on the 
whole question of the library system of the 
province 

It was also resolved that the association ex- 
press its pleasure at the progress made in the 
establishment of reading camps and also its 
deep gratification at the liberality shown by 
the employers in the lumbering and mining 
camps 

Another resolution was passed that the as- 
sociation, while regretting, yet recognizing the 
necessity of the action of the Provincial Board 
of Health, in restricting the operation of trav- 
elling libraries, would urge that all latitude 
possible be given them. 

The committee on classification recom- 
mended that the Education Department be re- 
quested to revise the present classification of 
books in public libraries, as great dissatisfac- 
tion prevailed throughout the province among 
librarians and those interested in library man- 
agement with the existing system. Attention 
was also called to the present misleading prac- 
tice of classifying works of fiction pure and 
simple under the headings of history, litera- 
ture, religion and biography. 

The following officers were elected: Presi- 
dent, H. H, Langton, University of Toronto 
Library; Ist vice-president, R. J. Blackwell, 
Public Library, London; 2d vice-president, 
W. Tytler, Guelph Public Library; secretary, 
E. A. Hardy, Public Library, Lindsay; 
treasurer, A. B, Macallum, Canadian Insti- 
tute, Toronto; councillors, James Bain, W. 
J. Robertson, H, A. Lavell, T. Scullard, Henry 
Robertson 


“American Lbrary Hssociation. 


President: Dr. J. S. Billings, New York 
Public Library 

Secretary F, W 
Dorchester, Mass 

Treasurer: G. 
Salem, Mass 

24th annual meeting: Boston and Magnolia, 
Mass., June 14-20, 1902. 


Faxon, 108 Glenway st., 


M. Jones, Public Library, 


CONFERENCE NOTES. 
State Library Associations Round Table: 
Miss Beatrice Winser, assistant librarian of 
the Newark (N. J.) Free Public Library, 
has accepted the chairmanship of this round 
table meeting 
REPRESENTATIVE AT N. E. A. MEETING, 
Anderson H. Hopkins, of the John Crerar 
Library, has been appointed official repre- 
sentative of the American Library Associa- 


THE LIBRARY JOURNAL. 


State Library Commissions. 


DeLAWARE S 


and useful “H 

Kane, which 

brary manua 

text of the 
mary of the 
ety of short pr 
lealing with the 
public libraries 
the establishment 
among the 
librarian, reading room at 
brary management, regulati 
rooms and fittings, book 
travelling library system 
state is described, ar 
tions and suggestions fo 
pecially useful to those 
ware libraries, the little handbook 

of service outside of state limits 

more typographical errors than shoul 

-—probably owing to adverse circums 

of compilation—but the 

and the pamphlet is neatly 

D.) 

New Jersey Pupstic Liprary 
H. C. Buchanan, secretary 
Trenton 
A meeting of the comn 

April 24, when W. C. Kiml 

was re-elected chairman 
hanan, secretary An 

governor followed, when it 

the l 


practical 


intereste¢ 


arrangement 1s good, 


printed. (&8&p 


COMMISSION: 


librarian, 


system of travelling | 
ducted as part of the state 
under the management 


State Library Associations, 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


President 
Law Library 

Se retary 
gress 

Treasurer: F 
Streets, N. W 

The April mie 
lumbia Li 
oth inst. at 
president, Mr. Thon 
the chair, and 32 met 

The first topic for d 3. 
rent events and notable books of the month.’ 
Mr. Martel, the first speaker, referred to the 
“Selected essays and papers of Richard Cop 


brary A 


the ¢ 


ds 
tion at the m ng of the rary section of 
the N tional nal Associat n, to be 
held at Minneapolis, in July 
Dover 
Miss 
y 
vari 
racts 
for 
and 
tl 
ders, 
The 
y the 
e ¢s 
CS 
“ae 
Bu 
the 
that 
hat 
y con 
‘ 
wee 


274 THE LIBRARY JOURNAL. [May, 1902 


ley Christie,” telling of Mr. Christie’s valu- 
able and exhaustive studies in relation to a 
group of Renaissance writers, including the 
Scaligers, Vanini and others, and showing 
the interest which this volume has for the 
bibliographer and cataloger. In mentioning 
also the list of chemical societies of the 
nineteenth century, compiled by Dr. Bolton, 
he referred especially to “Société d’Arcueil,” 
founded by Berthollet in 1807, and numbering 
among its few members the most eminent 
chemists of the day. 

Mr. Thompson spoke of the work of the 
Royal Society in compiling a subject index 
for the great catalog of scientific papers, 
1800-1882, filling the gap existing from 1883- 
1901; and publishing both author and sub- 
ject indexes from 1go1 annually. Mr. Wood- 
ward made mention of the almost unpre- 
cedented edition of 100,000 copies of Miss 
Johnston's “Audrey” and of Conan Doyle's 
“The hound of the Baskervilles.” 

A short discussion of Mr. Carnegie’s re- 
cent remarks regarding the restriction on 
admitting new fiction to public libraries was 
opened by Miss Gibson, who outlined the 
general subject, inclining to the belief that 
restriction so radical as the three-year plan 
suggested by Mr. Carnegie could not be main- 
tained in a public library. Mr. Hutcheson 
suggested that the class of fiction should not 
be discriminated against, but since standard 
fiction has always been of such high and en- 
during value, both as education and recrea- 
tion, quite as much care should be exercised 
in excluding inferior works on history, travel, 
or theology 

As the principal speaker of the evening, 
Mr. Charles K. Wead. of the Patent Office, en- 
tertained the association with “Notes on musi- 
cal libraries and the literature of music.” 
The members were invited to look at the 
subject neither from the standpoint of a 
musician nor of a bibliographer, but as cul- 
tivated men and women to survey the printed 
records of man’s activity in one wide field 

Approaching his subject from the point of 
view of his own studies, Mr Wead told how 
he had been attracted to the splendid collec- 
tion of instruments in the National Museum 
at Washington and what facilities he had 
enioved for studying them. Of the eight 
classes of books on music the speaker men- 
tioned first museum catalogs, that of the 
South Kensington collection of instruments 
standing at the head. Many others, both 
in this country and abroad, were referred to 
and compared. The division of the subject 
relating to the musical instruments and musi- 
cal theories of various countries has an 
abundant literature, much of which must be 
gleaned from books of travel and musical 
periodicals 

The association voted its thanks to Mr. 
Wead for his instructive and entertaining 
paper, and adjourned at half-past 9 o'clock. 

R. K. Suaw, Secretary. 


ILLINOIS STATE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


President: Anderson H. Hopkins, John 
Crerar Library, Chicago. 

Secretary: Miss Eleanor Roper, John 
Crerar Library, Chicago 

Treasurer: Miss Florence Beck, Normal 
School Library, Charleston. 


The seventh annual meeting of the Illinois 
State Library Association was held at Quincy, 
April 30 and May 1, 1902. The cordiality and 
hospitality extended to the association by the 
people of Quincy have been unsurpassed in 
the history of the association and were most 
deeply appreciated by all. 

The addresses of welcome were delivered 
by Dr. Dana, representing Mr. C. H. Bull, 
president of the library board, and Mayor 
Steinbach, who extended greetings, in behalf 
of the citizens, to the association 

President Anderson H, Hopkins responded, 
and after expressing the appreciation of the 
association for the welcome extended, deliv- 
ered his annual address. This was devoted to 
a presentation of a plan for the incorporation 
of the association, under a revised constitu- 
tion, with the purpose of making it a more ef- 
fective means for the library development of 
the state. He spoke of the great public school 
organization of the country, with its central 
bureau at the seat of federal government — 
exerting a powerful influence, even though 
without executive authority — and its systen 
of subsidiary central bureaus for state, county 
and township, from which run threads to 
each individual school reaching directly to 
the community. In contrast with this system 
was the public library—“an inorganic educa 
tional thing. Few indeed are they who have 
conceived what its power might be if it were 
erected into an organic institution which 
would meet its own needs with even such ap- 
proximation as are those of the public school 
met by its organization. It is not even a 
headless body, not even a torso; it is inor 
ganic. No puzzled librarian can turn to h: 
official superior for guidance, because that 
official has no existence, unless the American 
Library Association may be supposed to fur 
nish this element for the few libraries (not 
librarians) which have taken up the oppor- 
tunity offered them, as institutions, to become 
members.” A beginning toward system has 
been made in the formation of state library 
commissions, to be centers of influence and 
helpfulness within state limits. “A few com 
missions have been conspicuously successful ; 
the others have been more inconspicuously 
successful. In its present state the success 
of the library commission depends upon the 
consecration to its interests of some individ- 
1al rather than upon its own inherent quali- 
ties.” Following the argument thus outlined, 
Mr. Hopkins presented concisely the plan 
for the reorganization of the state associa- 
tion. He said: “Almost from its birth the 
llinois State Library Association has striven 
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to effect the formation of a libt 
sion. It has sought legislation 

ordinary political channels, an 
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that proposed in the s which have failed 
of enactment.” Four steps were necessary: 
“First, proceed to incorporate ; second, change 
the constitution to meet tl nged needs of 
the association; third, se funds; fourth, 
begin the real work to w h the preceding 
three steps have been pre nar \s to 


the funds necessary, “it 1s certain that no one 
will give funds to an unincorporate body 
continuity of policy, and such a 
little chance of earning or in any 
way accumulating them; whereas 
may be willing to give to a well organized 
and businesslike body funds for the prosecu 


for the g 


close of Mr. Hopkins’ address there 


rt recess for registration. This was 
followed by a business session There wert 


many new and important changes in the or 


ganization of the association to be presented 


and that they might be settled at once, the 
larger part of the opening session was de 


voted to them 
The annual report of the secretary and the 
treasurer were read and accepted 
\ report from Mrs. Trimble, chairman of 
the library extension c ] 
federation of women’s 


1 on the 
women’s 
clubs of Illinois. She said the demand for 
the libraries was increasing so rapidly that 
the necessary risk connected with them was 
becoming too great, that a central effice and 
systematic work under the c 1 of some 
one person who would devote all his time to 
the work was needed. That on this account 
if for no other reason they stood ready to 
support any measure which might be pro- 
posed for the formation or creation of a state 
library commission, and she desired sugges- 
tions as to the best methods of influencing 
legislation. This was referred to the execu- 


if 


tive committee for action 

The committee on the preservation of rec- 
ords and the committee on statistics both 
reported progress 

When the committee on legislation was 
called upon to report Mr Hopkins stated that 
no such committee had been appointed, as the 
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urged that the librarian should not be ex- 
pected to take her own time to keep up with 
the current literature, that her time should 
be her own and should allow her to develop 
other sides of her nature besides the literary 
one, but on the other hand the previous ed- 
ucation and training should be such that she 
would not profit at the expense of the library 

Six and one-half to seven hours a day were 
suggested as the proper hours for service, and 
while hours were necessary for the staff the 
librarian should not feel bound down, but 
should feel at liberty to go and come as the 
needs required 

Salaries depended upon the preparation and 
training of the librarian and upon the duties 
imposed. If the giving out and taking in of 
books were the only essentials required the 
recompense could very justly be small, but on 
the other hand, one who had had college 
and library school training should not be ex- 
pected to compete with one having had no 
such preparation. The librarian’s salary should 
rank with that of the teachers of the public 
schools, the salary of the librarian equalling 
that of the principal and the assistants’ corre- 
sponding with those of the grade teachers. 

Vacations, Miss Ahern thought, should 
range from a minimum of two weeks in small 
libraries up to the vacation of the school 
teacher. The greater the strain the longer 
the vacation. Leave of absence to attend li- 
brary conventions should not count against 
the librarian. In extracts which Miss Ahern 
read from letters received from different li- 
brarians on this subject the feeling seemed 
to prevail that there was room for improve- 
ment, that vacations were too short, hours too 
long and salaries not commensurate with 
work required. 

Miss Anna E. Felt, a trustee of the Ga- 
lena Public Library, then presented the subject 
from the standpoint of the trustee. She said 
in part: “In the selection of librarians and 
assistants, the trustees will soon learn that 
cheap labor is not profitable and will pay 
adequate salaries to trained and trustworthy 
employes. The better the material selected, 
the more satisfactory will be the administra- 
tion of the institution 

“In small libraries it is desirable and neces- 
sary that each member of the staff should 
learn all departments of library work, cata- 
loging, supplying books and information, 
preparing books for the shelves, etc. This 
will enable each assistant to take the place of 
another in case of absence and will also help 
to qualify the more expert for promotion. 

“The average daily service appears to be 
about eight hours. This average is obtained 
by including a few librarians who report only 
five hours’ service and quite a number whose 
time extends to eight and ten hours per day 
No account is taken of library work done 
outside of office hours. If this be considered 
it would be found that nearly every libra- 
rian having the interests of his institution at 
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heart, puts nearly all his waking hours into 
the work. Generally speaking, the smaller 
the library the longer the hours of service 

“Librarians should not be engaged for a 
specified time, for this interferes seriously 
with the continuity of the work planned 

“One of the important duties of the libra- 
rian should be to attend the annual meetings 
of library associations and also to visit other 
libraries. Much enthusiasm is thereby re 
ceived which oftentimes turns a_ library 
crisis from defeat into victory. This time 
should not be taken from vacation time nor 
should the expenses be borne by the library 
workers but by the trustees, from the city 
library funds, for in no way can money bring 
larger returns 

“A fair average for vacation is four weeks 
which can be taken at different times of the 
year if desirable. The only satisfactory va- 
cation is entire absence from the sight or 
thought of books, library work or library sub- 
jects 

In opening the discussion Miss Mary E 
Hawley said that it had been her fortune to 
be in a reference library and that the prob- 
lems there were somewhat different. She 
thought length of hours were relative to some 
other conditions. In a small town one could 
break in the day's work by going home for 
lunch and perhaps have an opportunity for a 
rest, while in a larger city it was necessary 
to leave home a little after eight in the morn- 
ing and not return until after six in the even- 
ing in which case seven and one-half hours of 
work each day seemed longer than in the 
smaller library. She advocated allowance of 
time for study and self-culture and thought 
librarians and assistants might be able to 
specialize more than was at present possible 

Miss Sharp disapproved of allowing vaca- 
tions to accumulate or allowing people to 
work overtime and add the extra days to 
their summer outing. Mr. Wright asked why 
it was that more consideration was shown to 
men librarians than to women librarians in 
these respects, which Miss Milner attributed 
to the fact that “men would fight for a point 
and women would rather give in than make 
a fuss.” 

Mr. Waters followed with a paper on the 
“New method of pricing books,” in which he 
reviewed the status of the net price system 

The morning session was closed by Mr 
Roden who read a paper on “The public li- 
brary, whence and whither.” Among other 
things he suggested that sand-piles, pails and 
shovels were of more importance to children 
than children’s reading-rooms; that in many 
cases the children’s room had degenerated 
into a kindergarten, or a children’s club 
These remarks brought out much criticism, 
Miss Hassler, especially, making a strong 
plea for the children’s room. 

Miss Sharp, as official representative of the 
\ L. A., urged a large attendance at the 
Magnolia conference, giving the latest infor- 
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mation in regard to the meetings and the 
post-conterence trips 


liss Stearns, of the Wisconsin commis 
sion, then exte nded a « irdial iny tation t the 
association to attend the library meeting t 
Madison, Aug. 28-30, the subject of the meet 
ing being “The books.” 

The afternoon session was devoted to a 
round table on “The relation between the 
schools and the librari s, condu ted bv h Iss 
Ange. V. Milner. All the schools of Quincey 
were closed that the teachers might avail 
themselves of the opportunity for hear ng 
what the librarians had to say and in return 
tell the librarians how best they could help 
the school teacher. The opinion was uni 
versal that co-operation there must be. The 
question was how best to secure it The hi 
brarians complained because the teachers did 
not let them know when certain books would 
be in demand and that when the children 


came with a rush for certain books they were 
all out. Timely warning would have pre- 
vented this \ teacher be wailed the fact that 
the books for children were so many and 
various and advocated many copies of a few 
good books instead of so many different ones 
She also thought a children’s room kept a 
child from reading many of the older books 
with which he ought to become familiar 
Miss Florence Beck, of Charleston, spoke 
on “School libraries in . 
The asso ition then 


al communities 


ourned to enjoy a 
drive extended to the de egates by the per ple 
of Quincy 
The evening session was held in the Con 
gregational Church and was opened with an 
organ recital by Mr. Chadwick, following 
( poke on the “Duty 
the community to the library.” 
ryler, of the lowa Commission, the 
of the work of the commission in th; 
and Mr. Purd B. Wright, of St. Josey 


In a paper on “S 


e notes on Iibr 


library from the earliest times to the present 


In a few closing words Mr. Hopkins spo 


of the end of the meeting being practically the 


beginning, that the association was passing 
from the old to the new with a. totally 
changed organization. He also spoke of the 
success with which the program had been 
carried out, it not being necessary to change 
the order or the names except in one instance 


and he « xpressed his ippreciat n and that of 
the outgoing executive tee for the in 
terest and lovalty of all The meeting then 


adjourned sine dic 


The foll wing officers were elected for the 
coming year: President, Anderson H. Hop 
kins: Vice president, Miss Anna E Felt, (sa 
lena; secretary, Miss Kleanor Roper ; treas 
urer, Miss Florence Beck, Charleston. Coun 
cillors | S Willeox Cc B Roden, Miss 
Flizabeth B. Wales, M Katharine L. Sharp, 


Miss Mary Fileen Ahern. Mrs. 1. H. Resor 
ELEANOR Roper, Secretar) 
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of | Phursday 
\ | er W 
man mre 


secretary of t Mr. Bolton 

The most in rt t f the 
session W Cy Mr. W. L. R. Gif 
ford, chairman of ! ee, relating 
to prices of hf 1 ot the ‘ 
which Mr. Charles Scribner, president of the 
American Publishers’ A t had written 
relative to the cost of under the net 
price system (see | 79 nd of 
the reply which the committ made (see 
L. y., April, p. 203). After a brief stat nt of 
the bearings of the situation he offered 


lution which was adopt 
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Library Clubs. 


CHICAGO LIBRARY CLUB 


resident: A. G, S. Josephson, John Crerar 


ide : 
Library 

Secretary: Chesley R. Perry, Public Li- 
brary 


Treasurer: C. A. Torrey, University of 


\ regular meeting was held at the Public 
Library, March 13, President Josephson in the 
chair 
The executive committee reported that 23 
copies of the “List of periodicals” had been 

] the club; that a report had been re- 
ceived from the committee on future work 
suggesting a union list of bibliographies, but 
this was not thought feasible, and selected 
reading lists wé@re suggested instead; that an 
annual appropriation of $5 for the use of the 
sail library committee was recommended ; and 
that it was the sense of the committee that the 
club should arrange for a public meeting on 
library extension 

For the committee on future work, Mr. 
Roden said the committee recommended the 
preparation of the spe cial reading lists, and 
he moved that the matter be taken from the 
hands of this committee and referred to the 
executive committee. This was carried. 

Letters from the Chicago School Extension 
Committee were read by the secretary, and 
the sum of $5 was voted for membership dues 
in that organization 

The report of the committee on relations be- 
tween libraries and schools was read by Mr. 
Hopkins. Preceding the report was a sum- 
mary of the symposium of letters printed in 
the March number of Public Libraries, show- 
ing what is being done in other cities. As to 
Chicago “the committee finds that the Public 
Library is willing, able and prepared to fur- 
nish stich books as will be likely to be required 
for the various school libraries, but that the 
library is unable and can hardly be expected 
to be able to transport them to and from the 
schools. We find that the conditions in the 
public schools are ripe for the introduction of 
travelling libraries. In many of these schools 
there are teachers and advanced pupils who 
are capable and willing to take charge of these 
travelling libraries and be responsible for their 
care and proper distribution until returned to 
the cases furnished by the public library. The 
teachers are pressed by readers and bv the 
methods of their instruction to call for such 
libraries. The committee recommends that 
the Chicago Library Club formally request the 
Board of Education to make ample provision 
for prompt transportation of the books for 
such travelling libraries to and from such 
schools as may make requisition for the same 
The committee is not prepared to report on 
the proposed plan of permanent branch libra- 
ries to be placed in the public schools.” This 
report was left to the executive committee for 
action 
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For the home libraries committee, Miss 


Dickey reported that she has 144 |! s and 
four cases, the latter in poor condition. Three 
of these libraries were kept going all last year 
| training department of the Chi 


The manual 
cago Normal School has promised to make for 
this work 10 new and attractive cases tor the 


cost of the material, about $6. It is believed 
that a number of the Normal School students 
can be interested to be visitors The 


cost of transportation will have to be met bv 

the club. The plan followed by Albany is ad- 
burgh. as being less expensive 

\ free public meeting for the people of 

1 by the Chicago Library 

evening, April 2. Over 

sent out to representa 


business men, but only 


a corporal’s guard of them appeared at the 
meeting The feature of the evening was a 
lecture by Professor Charles Zeublin, of the 


-ago, on “The modern | 
brary movement.” One hundred stereopticon 
slides were used. showing various phases of 
ibrary work and library architecture The 
speaker both instructed and entertained his 
audience. A brief discussion followed the le 
ture. Prominent among those present were 
Miss Katherine Sharp and her senior class 
from the University of Illinois Library School 
Prior to the meeting at Handel Hall the l- 
brary club joined the Illinois alumnz and the 
visiting senior class in dinner at a downtown 
restaurant, where a very delightful hour was 
spent 

A regular meeting was held at the Public 
Library on April 10, President Josephson in 
the chair. The executive committee reported 
one meeting held during the past month, at 
which $25 was appropriated for the expenses 
of the public meeting at Handel Hall It was 
voted to recommend the appointment of an 
editing committee of three to prepare one or 
two sample lists and to outline a plan for the 
preparation of other special reading lists, as 
suggested by the committee on future work 
(this editing committee to report at the meet- 
ing in October, 1902). Miss Ahern thought 
it unwise to appoint an editing committee for 
the special reading lists, or to take any other 
hasty action in reference to them at this time 
At her motion the subject was made a special 
order for the next meeting. Miss Dickey re- 
ported progress and plans of the committee 
on home libraries. Miss Harriot E. Hassler, 
of the John Crerar Library, then read a paper 
on home libraries work, which was replete 
with interesting personal experiences under- 
gone while engaged in this work in Pitts- 
burgh, Albany, and other places. After its 
conclusion she answered many queries pro- 
pounded by members of the club 

The annual election of officers will occur 
at the next meeting; nominating committee, 
Mr C. W. Andrews, Miss M. B. Lindsay and 
Miss L. E. W. Benedict 

Cuesiey R. Perry, Secretary. 
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t A. G. Josephson, J 
B. Roden, Public Library 


tual meeting was held 
ywrary, Friday, April 


The third ar 
John Crerar Li 
he following new mbers | 
Muss-Arnolt. uicago, T. F 
Cambridge, Mass., Kendall Banning, Hanover, 
N. H., K. D. Jessen, Cambridge, Mass 
Gerould, Columbia, Mo., C. A. Ne 
York, J. S. Nollen, Grinnell, Ia.. W. H 
linghast, Mass., Miss M 
Plummer, Brooklyn, Miss May Simonds, 
Louis 

The 


Currier, 


Cambridge, 


secretary read the following annual 


report of the council: 


ird nnual } 


rt f ¢ 
scal Soctety of Chicazo. 

“The council has met nine times during the 
year. To fill the vacancy caused by Mrs 
Wilmarth’s resignation as vice-president, Mr. 
J. W. Thompson was elected vice-president 
and Mr, W. S. Merrill member of the council. 
The co ttee on publications has 
second year-book of the society with similar 
contents as the first, and has now in press a 
special publication, a reprint of Augustus De 
Morgan's paper “On the difficulty of correct 
description of books,” originally printed in 
the “Companion to the almanac,” London, 
1853. The year-book has been and the other 
publications will be sent to members of the 
society free of charge 

“The work of indexing bibliographical se- 
rials, mentioned in the last report, has been 
delayed on account of the slowness with which 
subscriptions were received, which made it 
doubtful whether the Publishing Board of the 
American Library Association would be able 
to print the cards. The publication is now 
secured, however, and the first lot of copy 
has been to the board. At a special 
meeting of resident and non-resident members 
of the society in connection with the annual 
conference of the American Library Associa- 
tion, at Waukesha, Wisconsin, July 4, 1901, 
a paper, by Mr. John Thomson, Philadelphia, 
entitled ‘A bibliographical society of Amer- 
ica,’ was read and gave rise to a discussion 
on the desirability of the formation of such 
a society. The matter was left in the hands 
of a committee who should investigate the 
sentiment in regard to this proposition and 
report at a similar meeting to be held in con- 
nection with this vear’s conference of the 
American Library Association, which is to be 
held at Magnolia, near Boston, in June of 
this year. The committee, which consists of 
Messrs. W. S. Merrill, J. W. Thompson, and 
C. W. Perley, has corresponded with interested 
persons in and outside the society, and has 
already presented to the society a preliminary 
report. According to information lately given 
to the secretary by the chairman of the com- 
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Bibliography 
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rial were sent also to : 
societies and other inst 
with request for their 
retary has had cor 
matter with the authorities 
Company, and it is understo 
ter will be determined in 
company has received endorse 
plan from a number of 
the American Historical 
American Association for 
of Science 

“20 new members have joined iety 
during the past year; one has resigned, and 
11 have, by non-payment of the nd year's 
dues, signified their withdrawal 
has now 107 members of whom 
resident.” 

The treasurer's report showed 
previous year, $104.12: receipts 
year, $234.50; total receipts 
ditures, $199.91; balance 
Publications on hand: Year-book, 
57 Year-book, 1900-1901, 
Contributions to bibliography no, 1, 132 copies 

Professor Francis W. Shepardson then read 
a paper on “The work of the Public Archi 
Commission,” a summary of | 
printed in the forthcoming 
1901-1902 

The chairman of the 
Anderson H. Hopkins 
mittee, in view of the 
society's field of work, 
mended the re-election 
This report was ac 

The members « 

1902-3, therefore, are as fol ( 
Klenze, presid mp 
president: Aksel SON, 
Carl B. Roden ‘lement W. An 
drews. Mabel Mell vaine, William S. Merrill 
Axset G. S. Josernuson, Secretary. 
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EASTERN MAINE LIBRARY CLUB 


President: R. K. Jones, University of 
Maine, Orono 

Secretary-Treasurer: J. H. Winchester, 
Stewart Memorial Library, Corinna 

rhe spring meeting of the Eastern Maine 
Library Club was held at the library of the 
University of Maine, on Friday, April 11. 
Che first subject, “The collection and preser- 
vation of local history material,” was pre- 
sented by E. W. Hall, of Colby University, 
and the discussion resulting filled the entire 
morning session. Luncheon was served by 
the Orono hosts 

In the afternoon the net price question was 
discussed, and resolutions were passed en- 
dorsing the request for a discount up to 25 per 
cent., made at the Atlantic Citv library meet- 
ing in March. Other subjects presented were 
“Catalogs for small libraries,” opened by Rev. 
D. A. Boatwright, of Bangor; “Historic read- 
ing for the young,” by Dr. Fellows of the 
state university; “Educational value of fic- 
tion.” by H. M. Estabrooke; and “What can 
be done to interest librarians in our library 
work?” by J. H. Winchester. An urgent ap- 
peal was made to all Maine librarians to at- 
tend the A. L. A. conference in Boston and 
Magnolia, in June. 

LONG ISLAND LIBRARY CLUB 

President; F. P. Hill, Brooklyn Public 
Library 

Secretary: Miss F. B. Hawley, Brooklyn 
Public Library 

Treasurer: Miss Mabel Farr, Adelphi 
College Library 

The second annual meeting of the Long 
Island Library Club was held in the large 
lecture room, Young Men's Christian Asso- 
ciation Building, April 17, 1902, at three 
o'clock. S8o persons were present. 

The committee on districting Long Isiand 
for library purposes presented a report signed 
by the chairman, Miss Plummer. The cir- 
cular which was sanctioned by the club was 
printed and sent about March 22 to 141 li- 
braries and branches in Brooklyn and Long 
Island. Replies had been received from 34 
libraries only; of these 14 were from Brook- 
lyn libraries, including the Brooklyn Public 
and eight branches, and four subscription or 
institutional libraries. From libraries out- 
side of Brooklyn, reports were received from 
nine school libraries, and 11 public libraries 
including the Queens Borough Library of 
Long Island City. Replies from the school 
libraries were generally very brief, being 
mainly inswers to the questions as to ihe 
name and character of the library. From 
the public libraries outside of Brooklyn came 
many inquiries as to whether arrangements 
had been completed for the May meeting. 
Five libraries ask to have notices of the reg- 
ular meetings of the club sent them. No one 
asks directly for assistance, but two librarians 
state that they will avail themselves of the 
opportunity offered as needs require. Brook- 
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lyn librarians expressed interest and approval 
of the plan proposed. It was voted that the 
report of the committee should be accepted 
and the committee continued 

The names of 22 new members were pro- 
posed and accepted. Action was taken on an 
amendment to the constitution, so that here- 
after regular meetings will be held on the 
third Thursday of each October, February, 
April, and May, and the first Thursday in 
December. A nominating committee was ap- 
pointed by the chair to prepare two tickets to 
be voted on by ballot 

The resolutions passed by the Pennsylvania 
Library Club and the New Jersey Library 
Association asking “that the American Pub- 
lishers’ Association be requested to consent 
that dealers and publishers give to libraries a 
discount up to 25 per cent. on net books” were 
then read by the secretary. It was moved by 
Mr. Bishop “that the Long Island Library 
Club adopt these resolutions as its own, and 
convey the facts to the proper authorities.” 
The motion was carried. 

The following program was then presented: 

Subject: “The care of maps.” Paper by 
Mr. Thomas Letts. of the American Geo- 
graphical Society; followed by discussion by 
Dr. A. G. Mayer and Miss Mary L. Davis. 

Subject: “The treatment and use of pam- 
phlets.” Paper by Miss Eleanor B, Wood- 
ruff, Pratt Institute Free Library; discussion 
by Miss Mabel Farr, Mr. F. P. Hill, and Miss 
Charlotte Martins. of Princeton University. 

Miriam S. Draper, Acting Secretary 
Library Schools and Training 
Classes, 


DREXEL INSTITUTE LIBRARY SCHOOL 

On April 11, Mr. John Cotton Dana gave 
an interesting talk to the library school on the 
question of the hour: fiction in public libra 
ries, after which the students asked questions 
on various phases of the subject 

Mr. George F. Bowerman. librarian of the 
Wilmington Institute Free Library, spoke to 
the class on the subject of buying books at 
auction and second-hand and gave many 
practical suggestions for purchasing with a 
limited income 

Miss Florence B. Kane, cl: 
library organizer for the Delaware State Li 
brary Commission, visited the school in April, 
and talked informally to the class on her ex- 
periences in sending out travelling libraries 
and in visiting the small towns of Delaware 
in order to create an interest in public libra- 
ries 

Miss Mary Fornance, class of ‘92 also ad- 
dressed the school on her experiences in 
organizing libraries 

Miss M. Louise Hunt, class of ‘or, has been 
engaged as cataloger in the Public Library of 
Paterson, N. J. 

Miss Beulah S. White. class of '00, has been 
appointed departmental librarian in the Li- 
brary of the University of Pennsylvamia 
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VEW YORK STATE LIBRARY SCHOOL 


Mr. S. S. Green, of Worcester. visited the 
1 in April as a member of the A. L. A 
committee on library s and from the 
vantage ground of his long experience gave 
the students exceedingly good counsel 

The library institute, held in Albany, May 
7 and 8, will give the school an excellent op 
portunity to study this important new devel 
opment. Mr. A. L. Peck will be conductor 
Dr James H. Canfield will give the principal 
evening address \ large exhibit of Civil 
War posters, 


arranged by Mr. D. V. R 
Johnson, is being shown in the State Lil 


brary 
SALOME CUTLER FAIRCHILD 


scho 


hools, 


PRATT INSTITUT! 


LIBRARY 


LIBRARY SCHOOL 


VISIT, 


The class made its annual trip during the 
Easter vacation, March 27-April 5. the li- 
braries visited this year being those of Wash- 
ington and Baltimore. The trip was made by 
13 of the students, under the direction of Miss 
Davis. It was a disappointment to all the 
party that, owing to illness on the staff. Miss 
Plummer was unable to be of the company 

On arrival in Washington, Thursday even- 
ing, the party were welcomed by Mr. Clark 
of the Law Library and several former Pratt 
students who are now in the Library of Con- 
gress, and under their guidance paid a visit 
to the National Observatory. Naturally, the 
Library of Congress was the central point of 
interest in Washington, and the first day was 
devoted to it. In the absence of Mr. Putnam, 
Mr. Spofford welcomed the party in the lux- 
urious reading-room, after which the class 
was taken through the building. In this first 
day the strictly library side was so much to 
the fore, that the architectural and decorative 
beauties of the building made but fleeting im- 
pressions. However, all of the party found 
free evenings and spare hours later in which 
to enjoy that side, and to feel glad that the 
building is worthy of whatever the National 
Library may become. After seeing the Li- 
brary of Congress, it was most interesting to 
Visit some of the specialized libraries, the Law 
Library, the libraries of the Department of 
Agriculture and the Smithsonian Institution, 
the Patent Office Library, and the collection 
of the Surgeon-General’s Office An Inspec 
tion of the Documents Division of the Govern- 
ment Printing Office showed how much the 
government is doing to catalog and make its 
publications available for use. Two libraries 
visited on the same day were the Washington 
Public Library and the Riggs Memorial Li- 
brary of Georgetown University. In the for- 
mer, Mr. Flint showed the library as it is, and 
then gave the class a suggestion of what it is 
to be, taking us to see the handsome building, 
still in process of construction given by Mr 
Carnegie. At Georgetown. Father Shandelle 
entertained the party delightfully at luncheon. 
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709 p. 1. Q 
This volume, a quarto of 769 pages, com 
prises the part of the forthcoming 
checklist. The first part 1s to be devoted to 
the documents of the first 14 congresses, and 
the third part will be a checklist of the de 
partmental publications. The part under con 
sideration is divided into three section , the 
first being a revised edition of the c ngre 
sional tables, first tabulated by Dr. Ames then 
extended under Mr. Crandall, and now re 
vised under Mr. Ferrell. In Mr 
extended version these tables oc upy 
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time a statistical fact in regard to the bulk of 
these issues, which may be of value when 
plans for cataloging them are under consider- 
ition. Of equal interest 1s the second table, 
in which we have for the first time a schedule 
§ the printers of the national Senate and 
House, respectively, from 1817 to 1852, the 
date of the establishment of the government 
‘rinting office. A most interesting contribu- 
n to the history of American official litera- 
ture might be built up from this table of 
printers. The contract system antedating the 
government printing office, and the private 
printer system antedating the contract system, 
were both provocative of much antagonism 
and argument among able men, and I have no 
doubt many of the quirks and queernesses 
about which we write papers and hold discus- 
sions to-day might be traceable to personal 
animosity amang printers. 

The index proper is, of course, the main 
feature of the book, and as such should re- 
eive the lion’s share of this notice Of those 
forms of technical publication, with which the 
librarian is concerned, 7?-., bibliographies, 
calendars. catalogs, checklists and indexes, the 
place of the index and its possibilities 1s per- 
haps least comprehended. It is admitted in 
the preface that “this work [an index] has 
long been recognized as the chief bibliograph- 
ical need of American historians, publicists 
ind legislators, but it was a work so formid- 
able that those who were most competent to 
undertake it, and who were therefore most 
familiar with its magnitude and difficulties, 
have shrunk from the task. Poore’s ponder- 
ous ‘Descriptive Catalogue of U. S. Publica- 
tions.’ 1881, was indeed undertaken and car- 
ried through, but it is only a costly and al- 
nost useless monument to misguided industry 
and zeal. At last, however, the work has 
been taken up with the purpose of carrying it 
through upon lines laid down by the accumu- 
lated experience of librarians and bibliog- 
raphers It has been constructed, with 
hut few exceptions, from the headings of the 
various documents, no attempt having been 
made to analyze any but the annual reports 
of the executive departments. .. . A catalog 
of this vast series. which would require the 
undivided efforts of several trained catalogers 
for several years, will now be practically un- 


t 


necessary. . 

While appreciating to the fullest extent the 
amount of work involved in its preparation, 
one cannot lose sight of the place which this 
index occupies and that which it aspires to 
occupy, and there is reason for a protest 
against these quoted statements. Poore’s pon- 
derosity may be admitted, for the sake of the 
alliteration, his industry and zeal will be 
granted, but his uselessness should be ques- 
tioned. To affirm it would only be heaping 
the historical odium of inconsequence upon 
the pioneer. Doubtless his technique might be 
improved to-day, but in the absence of Poore’s 


industry, zeal and, we may add, courage, in 
1881. it would have gone rather hard with 
the rest of us 

If. as is intimated, it is supposed that this 
work meets the needs of American historians, 
publicists, etc., it 1s, to say the least, unwise 
to admit that it is constructed from the h« ad- 
ings only of the documents, and that no at- 
tempt has been made to analyze their con- 
tents. The class of person referred to is more 
oiten concerned with the cause and effect of 
the relations of political policies, the great 
undercurrents of our national life, when using 
these documents, than with finalities How 
infinitely more complex an index would need 
to be to meet these requirements it 1s hard to 
realize. H. doc, 351, 25 cong., 2d sess oT 
821 pp., entitled “United States and Mexico,” 
has. in the index, one entry, vis., Mexico, 
Diplomatic affairs. The document deals with 
a period when our national life was in an ex- 
tremely agitated state, and not only are our 
complications with Mexico exploited, but the 
relations of Mexico with Texas, of Texas 
with the United States, interstate relations 
with Texas. etc., are dealt with. There are 
seizures and claims innumerable, declarations 
of embargo and blockade, denials of the right 
of declaration, questions of consular jurisdic- 
tion, port and customs regulations, frontier 
hostilities, and all the various difficulties in 
which an aggressive and a pertinacious admin- 
istration may become involved. In the index 
to U. S. documents relating only to foreign 
affairs. now in course of preparation by the 
New York Public Library, between 500 and 
600 cards have been made for this document 

The unsatisfactory results attending > se 
lection of document headings for index en- 
tries may be illustrated in the case of Kansas 
and the documents relating to her various 
constitutions. There are seven entries under 
constitution, one of which relates to the To- 
peka, or antislavery, constitution ; three relate 
to the Lecompton, or proslavery, constitution ; 
one relates to the Leavenworth constitut 
and two relate to the Wyandotte constitut 
There is no distinction in the entries as used, 
the word “same” being repeated six times, ¢ ich 
repetition occupying a line which might have 
been given over to a brief descriptive entry 
of the document. In addition to these seven 
entries there are six other entries under 
words other than “constitution” which, if the 
rule to enter by headings had not been fol 
lowed, would have appeared here. They are 
“Committee report on President Pierce's mes 
sage” (836: 34), being the message of Jan. 24, 
1856, and relating to the Topeka constitution ; 
“Admission into the Union, etc.” (835: 32), 
which is a memorial of the citizens of Leav- 
enworth praying immediate admission of the 
territory under the Topeka constitution; an- 
other under “Admission, etc.” (837: 108), 
which is the report of a minority on framing 
a constitution; another under “Reorganize 
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territory of” (837; 8&2), which is Stephen 
Douglas’ famous report recommending ad 
mission under vote of the people, and lastly 
173) under “Admission, ete.,” again, is 
Galusha Grow’s report recommending 
sion under the Topeka constitution 
documents are constitutional history 
cifically of the Topeka constitution 
three belonging to the Lecompton ce 


aG- 


(QI2: 


two are properly entered under constitution, 
the third is entered under “Votes taken in 
election of October, 1856,” the substance being 


the votes cast upon the question of cal ng a 
convention to frame a const 

Of the lesser points of style affecting only 
the technical appraisement are the exce 
use of the preposition and the 
shown in the following entry: “Hampton, 
Va National cemetery at, extension of, 
1889,” where both prepositions and at least the 
second comma are superfluous 


In making the 
most condensed sort of index entry it is 


itution 


ssive 


comma as 


an 


always desirable that some indication be given 
of the nature of the reference. This rule is 


sessional 


most admirably observed in the in- 
dex issued by the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, while in the index under consideration. 
where the line is longer than in the sessional 
index, the simple word “same” is four 
peated, without any modifying phrase, often 
six and seven times 

The volume will be of particular service in 
those libraries where the duplication of the 
department reports is found to be impractic- 
able, the reference of these reports to the 
congressional set having been carried out with 
care 
tation, instead of interleaving the volume. is 
to be commended, for nothing so disqualifies 
a volume for ready reference as does the in 
sertion in it of blank leaves. The adoption of 
the serial numl for reference the 


The use of the wide margin for anno 


er to con- 

7 
gressional set, while not new, having been 
used for several years in the excellent ses 
sional indexes prepared by the Superintendent 


of Documents, demonstrates again l 
utility of this plan where the is 
confined to these documents, as in the case 
of the monthly catalog and the sessional in 
dex. In connection with other literature. as. 
tor instance, the regional bibliographies is 
sued by the Library of Congress. one is not 
so ready to accept its utility. The work on 
this part of the checklist was done by Mr. 


William L. Post, to whose energy the realiza- 
tion of this tripartite checklist is largely due. 
Mr. Post to be congratulated upon the 
completion of the most difficult portion of this 
work. The three volumes, together with the 
annual catalogs, sessional indexes and the 
monthly catalog will have made the technical 
publications of this office which have been 
issued since its establishment in 1805, assume 
not only most Imposing proportions, but a 
distinctly valuable and useful character 


well A. R. Hasst 
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schools, study clubs, institutions, etc. It will 
be known as the Anna Ticknor collection, and 
the book plate of the association will be re- 
tained. The library will also act as custodian 
for our records.’ 


Atlanta, Ga. Carnegie L. (3d rpt.—year 
ending Dec. 31, 1901.) Added, 6831; total, 
19,451 The report is devoted to record of 
cataloging and organizing work, preparatory 
to removal to the new building. Three card 
catalogs have been completed, one for refer- 
ence room and official use, one for the chil- 
dren’s room, and one typewritten for public 
use in the open shelf and delivery room—rep- 
resenting a total cost of $3933.66. “The first 
year when we were using apprentice labor 
our books cost us 15c¢. a volume to catalog. 
The second year the cost was 30c. per vol- 
ume, making an average of 20c. per volume.” 
The use of the reference room, prior to re- 
moval to the new building on Oct I, was un- 
usually large. “The circulating department 
of the library remained open until October I, 
when the lease having expired on the old 
building, the trustees were forced to move 
the books, etc., into the unfinished new build- 
ing. The 20,coo volumes were packed in 75- 
pound packages, wrapped in heavy manila 
paper with inner padding, and labeled with 
classification number. These packages were 
stored in one room and will not be unpacked 
until the building is accepted.” Circulation 
was confined to members of the former 
Young Men’s Association Library, until the 
opening of the new building. 

There were numerous gifts during the year, 
most notable being Mr. Carnegie’s further 
gift of $20,000 for furniture and stack. 

The librarian’s report for the month of 
March gives interesting data regarding the 
opening of the library in the basement of the 
new building on March 4. “The registration 
was immediate and reached the unprecedented 
figure of 6096 persons at the close of March 
al,” an average of 264 borrower's cards is- 
sued per day. The circulation for the month 
was 10,704, of which 3218 was of juvenile 
books. “The staff has had its hands full sim- 
ply in handling the public. It has been next 
to impossible to do any reference work or 
even to aid the public in the selection of 
books. The circulation for the last month 
has been equal to that in old and established 
libraries, employing from 30 to 50 assistants 
The fact that we were only to open a part of 
the building at first has been favorable to us. 
as it has clearly demonstrated the fact that 
it will be impossible to open the whole build- 
ing on our present appropriation * More 
hooks are greatly needed, especially in the 
children’s department, where there are nearly 
as many children registered as there are 
‘uvenile volumes on the shelves. Miss Wal- 
lace adds: “The testing of the system we be- 
lieve to have been most severe, and will hard- 
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ly be reached again. While we have much 
to congratulate ourselves upon, there are 
many glaring deficiencies in our book supply. 
Our need of books on the useful arts and 
sciences, mechanical drawing, engineering, 
hydraulics, and kindred subjects, is greatly 
to be deplored, and together with the urgent 
need of children’s books deserves the atten- 
tion of the board.” 

Baylor University, Waco, Tex. The corner- 
stone of the Carroll Library building, the gift 
of Frank L. Carroll to the university, was 
laid on March 3, 1902, and the addresses and 
exercises of the occasion are recorded in a 
special “cornerstone edition” of the quarterly 
Baylor Bulletin 

The building will be known as the Frank 
L. Carroll Chapel and Library. 


Belfast (Me.) F. L. (14th rpt.— year 
ending March 3, 1902.) Added 722; total 
10,385. Issued, home use 23,005; school use 
350 (fict. 13,155; juv. 3943). New registra- 
tion 250; total registration 1757. 

For 12 Sunday afternoons during the winter 
the library was open, but the attendance 
proved so limited that the experiment was dis- 
continued, 


Brockton (Mass.) P. L. (Rpt. — year end- 
ing Nov. 30, 1901.) Added 3475; total 37.- 
o78 Issued, home and school use 123,270 
New cards issued 1639; total cardholders, 
15,262. Receipts $10,120.81 

There has been an increase of 5431 in cir- 
culation, the result of delivery of books from 
the library to the schools; “all that is now 
needed is a large supply of duplicates of the 
books now in demand for this special pur- 
pose. As yet the percentage of fiction has 
not decreased to any considerable extent. 

There have been alterations in the interior 
arrangements that have greatly improved 
facilities of use. More shelf room in the 
main stack is greatly needed, as is a separate 
children’s room 


Brooklyn (N. Y.) P. L. Opposition to the 
act consolidating the Brooklyn Library with 
the Public Library has not yet ceased, al- 
though the measure became a law by the gov- 
ernor’s approval on April 15. On April 25 
the committee of fifty, which has been the 
most active antagonist of the bill, held a 
meeting and discussed the advisability of 
bringing a taxpayers’ suit to test its cons tu 
tionality; it was hoped to secure a fund of 
$1000 to carry on the contest. The executive 
committee of the Citizens’ Union, at a meeting 
on May 5, also passed resolutions of dis 
approval of the law, expressing the belief 
that “the principles involved in this meas 


ure embody a serious injustice to the cit 
izenship of the Borough of Brooklyn, which 
has heretofore directly and with marked suc- 
cess conducted its public library”; and re- 
questing the Board of Estimate and Appor- 
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tionment “to refrain from making any , I hbrariar nstitution About 200 
manent contract with the corporat: rin lent Henry 
stituted by said law.” lt lor{ high Mr. Ives’ long 

Further opposition has been based up 

inds \t a meeting held on 

the iuspices of the Brook vn ( 

Society, J. W. Devoy 

Public Library, spoke upon 
lic libraries.” and complained that Catholic 
interests were unlikely to have sufficient rep- 
resentation upon the new library board. He 
said that “this discrimination and un-Ameri- 
can action was clearly and explicitly sub- 
mitted to the mayor by a representative num- 
ber of Catholic men, animated with the sole 
desire of protecting their rights as citizens, 
who also were accompanied by a_nersonal 
representative of the bish« p of this diocese.” 
[he members of the new 1 ard have not 
yet been appointed 


S210.006 
OOO Was 
dowment, 
tion, the 
One hundred copies of the Buffalo list of sh ov 
“Classroom libraries for public schools” were 
ordered printed for the Brooklyn Public Li- “""°" 
brary, and have been distributed to the prin 7 
cipals of the public schools of the city directors on Ay 
An entrance examination for admission to by which operating 


the apprentice class of the library was held $6897 per month r) 


on April 1, under the direction of Miss Haw- reduced bv 50 employes, nu 
ley. The subjects covered were general lit- 1 were reduced bv h 
erature and general history, including con- 

temporary literature and current events in all 

countries. The examination was planned to 

require a high school education 
alent on the part of the applican 
show how closely she was in touch 
world of books and the meaning 
rather than how many text-} 
memorized The questions ab 
difficult as those given bv the Cleveland. 
troit, Minneapolis, Pittsburgh and S 


directing 
cisco libraries, as reporte: 
JOURNAL of June, 1901 

had applied for admittance t 
the preceding six months wert 
examination, and it was adver 
cal papers. Only 18 rep 
nation, of whom 15 ! 


landed 


passed, with averages ran 


cent, to 78 per cent 
several years’ experience 
had taken the full library 
lumbian University, 
was entered for the six months’ apprentice- 
ship on May 1 xamination was 
given the outgoing ay nt 1 April 29 
Twenty questions were asked, covering all the 
elementary branches of library science. On 
May 1 the New York City Civil Service 
Commission held an examinati for the po 
sition of expert cataloger in 
Public Library 

. In the 


Buffalo (N. Y.) P. L. In recognition of ne hay en carried 
50 years’ faithful and efficient service, the di- if ! tion ne Carnegie 


rectors of the Public Library gave a recep 
tion on the evening of April 10 to William Th al use d reference, 


Brooklyn 


|. 
285 
ak 
r one-eighth of the pop- 
\t a meeting of the 
penses were cut dow 
vorking force was 
No increases of 
nd all employes 
vill now be open 
nd at the branch 
Vas reduc ed 
is the result of 
e expen 
525; total 174,425. Issued, home 
21, ot which 354.247 wet sued 
tra: library (fict, 58.15 ‘ uv. fict 
lib. use 654.203 v.. 37 period | Lin 
th an enrollment of 16.118 pupils. te ae 
3 
Ye 
i 


286 


was 1,116,214, as against 1,057,412 the previous 
year, an increase of over 10 per cent. In May 
free access was given to the shelves in two al- 
coves of English fiction. These alcoves hold 
over 3000 v. and are kept constantly filled 
with the more recent novels, including one 
copy of all the best advertised ones The 
pian has proved generally popular. “About 
60 per cent. of the fiction circulated came from 
the two open alcoves. The regret now is that 
while we were about it we did not throw 
open all the fiction shelves, foreign as well 
as English, though there are some difficulties 
connected with the arrangement of the build- 
ing which appear almost insurmountable. The 
open alcoves are frequently overcrowded and 
sometimes may be said to be jammed. That 
people sometimes put books into their pockets 
or conceal them under cloaks and walk off 
with them without taking the trouble to notify 
the assistants we positively know. Probably 
the losses do not amount to much, so far as 
money value is concerned.” 

The reserve post card plan is also largely 
used. “In the case of fad novels, of which 
we do not usually buy more than 40 or 50 
copies, this appears to be the common way of 
securing the reading of them while they are 
in vogue.” Delivery of books at home or of- 
fice is made when desired on payment of a fee 
of 10 cents to cover carfare of messenger; 
“but the fact that the fees collected during 
the past year amounted only to $1.20 indi- 
cates that there is no general call for book 
delivery.” Mr. Utley adds: “I do not believe 
the Public Library should put itself in com- 
petition with the Booklovers’ Library, but 
rather welcome that agency as relieving it 
from the purchase of an inordinate quantity 
of ephemeral literature to meet the hysterical 
demand for the latest popular novel.” 

The medical department has been actively 
developed: “The matter of the very limited 
use of the books by the medical profession of 
the city was brought to their attention through 
the medical societies. An energetic committee 
was appointed, which investigated the sub- 
ject, and upon their recommendation the li- 
brary appropriated $500 to buy recent books, 
and $75 to be expended in periodical subscrip- 
tions. Through the active efforts of this com- 
mittee some 45 of the leading physicians of 
the city were induced to pledge themselves to 
subscribe for one each of the best class of 
medical periodicals, not already on the li- 
brary subscription list. These periodicals 
were to be sent for the first use of the doctor 
subscribing, and after three months were to be 
collected by the library and placed on file on its 
shelves. A case to hold 120 periodicals was 
constructed across the room in such manner 
as to shut in the medical department com- 
pletely and at the same time afford to those 
who use the department free and covenient 
access to all the unbound periodicals, as well 
as the medical books of reference. All the 
books in the medical department were re- 
classified and rearranged to meet the wishes 


THE LIBRARY JOURNAL. [Afay, 1902 


of the committee, who claimed that they 
would be thereby much more easily found and 
conveniently consulted. The card catalog was 
also thoroughly overhauled and revised in 
accordance with the ideas of the committee 
A telephone was put into the department at 
the expense of the Detroit Medical Society 
to enable physicians to communicate readily 
with their offices or patrons. Thus it appears 
that the society, its committee and the library 
itself have done everything which could be 
thought of or suggested to promote the use- 
fulness of the department to the medical pro- 
fession of the city. 

“In view of all these things it is interesting 
to note that the use of the department does 
not show an increase. The new books were 
bought and the department reorganized at the 
opening of the year. The medical books con- 
sulted in 1901 amounted to 3.75 per cent. of 
the total reference use of books, as against 
3.71 per cent in the previous year. The num- 
ber of books used in 1901 was actually less 
than in 1900. The chief value of the de- 
partment still appears to be to the students in 
the medical colleges.” 


Lancaster (Mass.) Town L. (30th rpt.— 
1901-2.) Added 968 (by purchase 396) ; to- 
tal 31,181. Issued, home use 13,840 (fict 
57%), of which 2112 were issued through 
schools and home libraries. New registra- 
tion 149; total registration 1018. Receipts 
$1927.11; expenses $1924.11. 

A dictionary list of accessions for the year 
is appended to the report. 16 art exhibitions 
were held, of which eight were from the Li- 
brary Art Club. 


Los Angeles (Cal.) P. L. (13th rpt.— 
year ending Nov. 30, 1901.) Added 10,549; 
total 67,354. Issued, home use 472,543 (fict 
216,086; juv. fict. 68,770; magazines 40,526) ; 
total circulation (home and lib, use) 663,839 
New registration 7177; total registration 22,- 
o15. Receipts $45.507.46; expenses $34,073.64. 

The reports of both directors and librarian 
lay special emphasis upon the cramped and 
crowded quarters, and the urgent need of im- 
proved facilities for the work of the library 

During the year a careful inventory of the 
collection was made, showing a total of 1524 
volumes as missing during the 13 years of the 
library history. Two changes in adminis- 
tration included the issue of non-fiction cards, 
of which 13,000 have been called for; and the 
adoption of a new system of records, by which 
the original guarantor’s cards and reader's 
applications are filed, instead of copies as 
formerly, thus reducing the clerical work of 
the department. 

There has been an increase in the number 
of books bound and rebound, 5168 having 
been bound at a cost of $2628.21, or an aver- 
age of 46.79c. per v., as against 4673 v. at 
31.94 c. approximately each in the year preced- 
ing. “The difference in the average price is 
due to a slight increase in the binding rate, 
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and especially to the fact that a greater num- 
ber of books have been bound in the more ex- 
pensive materials, it being the present policy 
to bind all reference books in half morocco.’ 

In circulation there has been a gain of about 
20,000 v., or five per cent. over the previous 
year. This is mainly attributable to the use 
of non-fiction cards. In the children’s de- 
partment the 9766 v. (564 reference) reached 
a circulation of 94,612, of which 63,988 was 
home use. “Much help has come to the li- 
brary from the opportunity afforded the li- 
brarian to address various Child Study Cir- 
cles in the city on the of children’s 
books and reading. Twenty circles have thus 
been visited and the effect upon the children’s 
reading is noticeable. Much of the important 
work with children is accomplished at the 
branches.” 

There are now three branches and five de- 
livery stations, including one to fire houses 


Maryland Diocesan L., Baltimor: The 
April number of the Maryland Churchman 
contains (p. 54) a third article on “Rare 
books of the Diocesan Library,” by G. M. 
Utley, librarian of the collection. It is de- 
voted especially to examples of early print- 
ing, of which the library contains 42 examples, 
printed before the year 1500. Among those 
described by Mr, Utley are a folio Lactan- 
tius (fourth edition), printed in 1471; an un- 
dated copy of the “Institutiones” of Justinian, 
printed by Jenson between 1474 and 1477: 
and Leonardus de Utino’s “Sermones,” 
printed at Ulm by Johann Zainer, 1478. The 
bindings and details of printing of other rare 
and interesting volumes are described 

Medford (Mass.) P. L. (Rpt. — year ending 
Jan. 31, 1902.) Added, by purchase 1441; 
total 24.585. Iseud, home use 89,838 (fict 
69 per cent. ; juv. fict. 54 per cent.) ; no record 
of ref. use is kept. Receipts $8974.40; ex- 
penses $8974.00. 

“With a population of 18,244 the library has 
distributed books at the rate of 4.96 to each 
person.” There are now five delivery sta- 
tions in operation. 

The library reaches directly 69 school- 
rooms, to each of which 12 v. are sent every 
six weeks. making 828 books in constant use 
by the children 

“We have with us three pupil assistants 
who desire to obtain a practical knowledge 
of library work. Our policy now is to accept 
for such apprentices only those who are col- 
lege graduates, or who can answer satisfac- 
torily 80 per cent. of the questions which we 
consider essential. We take none f less 


} 
subject 


for 
than a year’s service, and without pay, re- 
quiring a three months’ preliminary trial to 
ascertain their adaptability for the work.” 


Vewark (N. J.) F. P.L 
Added 3274; total 78,708. 
314,874 (fict. 61.2%; juv 
visitors to reference dept. 13.939 


(13th rpt., r9or. ) 
Issued, home use 
20.1 %); lost 140; 
New regis- 
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box 
brary in 
average from 
For the last three year 
and 140—an ine: 
greater freedom o 
ser says “The total value o 
ing the year is $130. When 
freedom of access to the bo 
ments, the value of books 
one.” In the newspaper room 
theft and mutilation has n 
than when the periodicals and 
were kept together under the supervision of 
an assistant. This, however, was to be ex 
pected, and the | large enough 
to offset the salary of an assistant.’ 
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news 
ss has not been 


Closer relations with the public schools 
have been developed through the efforts of 
Miss Hunt, the children’s librarian, and by 
the end of the school year, 1901, every gram- 
mar school had had the use of a travelling 
library at least once. Miss Hunt submits a 
most interesting report of the work of the 
children’s department, begun with the open- 
ing of the new library building in March, 
1901. In addition to the children who flocked 
to the department, singly and in bevies, 38 
public school classes, representing 17 schools, 
were brought by their teachers While com 
ing usually for a general visit, occasionally a 
class notifies us of a subject they wish to 
study, when books, pictures, maps and any 
other illustrative material the library owns is 
collected in the children’s room. We hope 
to see this become a regular institution with 
the higher grammar classes at least. Evi 
dences of the inspiring influences of the at- 
tractive room and good books come to us 
One teacher reported that read aloud to 
her class of rough night-school bo 
story of one of our young Amer 
and its effect on her pupils’ behavi 
marked that she since relies upon go 
as her best help in discipline 
adds: “The untiring devotion of 
school teachers to their pupils is « 
shown. A vice-principal having end 
plications for all her class was a 
the class graduated f: het 
she did not wish to re 
replied she would ra risk paying for a 
book now and then than iway a priv 
ilege which might d boys and girls so 
much good.” 
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Circular announcement has been made of 
the proposed establishment of a “duplicate 
pay collection” of popular books, to be issued 
on payment of a cent a day for each volume. 
The plan is submitted for the approval of 
borrowers. 


Niagara Falls (N. Y.) P. L. During 
March the library reached its highwater mark 
in circulation, the total issue for home use 
reaching 8108 v. 


Norfolk, Va. Carnegie L. A site for the 
Carnegie Library building has been given to 
the city by the children of the late Dr. Will- 
iam Selden, as a memorial to their father, 
who was the first president of the Library 
Association. It is in a central location, and 
is valued at about $15,000. 


Oklahoma Territorial L. Rev. John W. 
Foose, of Medford. O. T., has been appointed 
librarian of the Oklahoma Territorial Li- 
brary. A local paper says: “Mr. Foose has a 
war record that will compare favorably with 
that of any of the illustrious heroes. Many 
of his acquaintances remember his patriotic 
utterances and his friendship for the boys in 
blue, but few of his most intimate acquaint- 
ances know that he is the identical “Jack F.,” 
of Andersonville history, or that he was a 
prisoner in Andersonville, Libby and Belle 
Isle. and was under fire of the union gunboats 
at Charleston, S. C., and was in the celebrated 
Wilson raid from Gravel Springs to Selma, 
Ala. He is and always has been an enthu- 
siastic Republican.” 


Philadelphia City Institute L. (soth rpt. 
—year ending March 31, 1902.) Added 
1055; total 26,247 Issued, home use 48,324; 
no record of ref. use is kept. No, visitors 
86.280. Receipts $7662.19; expenses $4360.92. 

“The attendance of readers, with our lim- 
ited supply and facilities, shows that our li- 
brary could occupy a much larger field of use- 
fulness, in addition to that covered by the 
Free Library and its numerous branches.” 


Philadelphia Mercantile L. The new pres- 
ident of the library, John F. Lewis, has is- 
sued a circular to the shareholders explaining 
the intentions of the directors and the re- 
cently elected officers. The declaration is 
made at the outset that “the management is 
unalterably opposed to turning your valuable 
property over to the Free Library of Phila- 
delphia or to any other person, natural or ar- 
tificial.” The intention is “to operate the li- 
brary for the benefit of the stockholders.” 
The property is to be improved and the li- 
brary put in good condition, and only stock- 
holders and members, or those holding stock- 
holders’ privileges, will be admitted within 
the gates. The Mercantile is thus to resume 
its former place as a distinctly proprietary 
library, and effort will be made to increase 
the value of the stock. 


Plainfield (N. J.) P. L. The last of the 
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library’s series of monthly exhibits was held 
on Saturday, April 15. The subject was 
“Nature.” and the exhibit covered animal 
books, bird books, butterflies, flowers, nature 
books, trees. Each table was in charge of a 
person specially interested in that branch of 
the subject. A collection of animal drawings 
was lent by Charles Scribner's Sons, and Se 
P. Everitt, of Doubleday, Page & Co., gave a 
talk, in the afternoon and evening, on three- 
color process work. Book lists on the sub- 


jects covered were distributed. 


Thomas Crane P. L. (Rpt. 
— year ending Dec. 31, 1901.) Added 2237; 
total not given. Issued, home and school 
use 89,508 (fict. 38.9%; juv. fict. 21.2%); 
lib. use 8500. New registration 1050. 

“Our circulation is gradually approaching 
its maximum. It has increased very rapidly 
in the last eight years, and while an increase 
may be looked for in the future, it must take 
place much more slowly unless there should 
be some large accession to the reading pub- 
lic, or unless there should be an extension of 
our means of distribution.” To this end the 
establishment of branch libraries in outlying 
portions of the city is regarded as “a real 
necessity.” 

Richmond, Va. Carnegie L. No steps have 
been taken by the city council to make pro- 
vision either for a site or for maintenance 
of the proposed Carnegie Library, and the 
whole matter has been left in abeyance since 
the appointment of the directors. 


San Diego, Cal. Carnegie L. 
was opened to the public on April 23 
arrangements permitting free 
shelves are not yet fully completed. 


Quincy, Mass. 


The library 
The 
the 


access to 


Southbridge, Mass. Mr Carnegie’s offer of 
$20,000 for a library building, made on March 
7, was declined by a vote on April 25 The 
action was due to the later offer of Jacob Ed- 
wards, of Boston, a former resident of South- 
bridge, to give to the town a library building 
and site, to cost $50,000. 


Worcester (Mass.) County Law L. (4th 
rpt.— year ending March 12, 1902.) Added 
593; total 21,953. No. readers 2092; Vv. 1is- 
sued 12,848. Good progress has been made 
toward rounding out the library's collection 
of reports and state laws. “American, Cana- 
dian, English, Irish, and Scotch reports are 
practically complete. As to session laws, we 
have sets of New England states and New 
York state running back as a general thing 
to 1850. Of our own state, Massachusetts, 
we have a complete set. This work must of 
necessity extend over several years, as the 
books come on sale infrequently. Our price 
for these session laws has averaged $1.50 a 
volume, which is very satisfactory.” 

Appended is an interesting “Report on 
binding of law books,” which includes the 
specifications drawn up by Dr, Wire for the 
library's binding work. 


i 
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German Library Association. The annual 
conference of the German Library Associa 
tion will be held at Jena, May 22 and 23, 1902 
The “Yearbook of the German librarians,” 
prepared under the direction of the associa 
tion, will be published in July by Otto Har- 
rassowitz, 14 Queersstr., Leipzig 


Halifax, N. S he offer from Andrew 
Carnegie of $75,000 for a public library build 
ing was accepted by the common council on 
April 7, when a resolution was passed guar- 
anteeing to provide a site and support the li 
brary, when erected, to the extent of $7000 a 
year. 

Havana, Biblioteca Nacional. The library 
was founded on Oct. 18, 1901, by order of the 
military governor, Gen. Leonard Wood. It 
began its existence with nearly 3000 volumes, 
the gift of its director, Domingo Figarola- 
Caneda, of Havana, bibliographer and official 
delegate from Cuba at the international con 
gress of bibliography and librarianship, held 
in Paris in 1900, and a member of the Li- 
brary Association of the United Kingdom. 
The number of books has slowly increased, 
thanks to gifts and the purchase by the gov- 
ernment of a few important private collec- 
tions. The library is temporarily established 
in the Castillo de la Fuerza, Plaza de Armas. 


Gifts and Bequests. 


Milwaukee (Wis.) P. L. A pair of beauti- 
ful bronze electroliers, the gift to the library 
of Judge J. M. Pereles, retiring president of 
the library board, were unveiled with appro- 
priate exercises on April 26. The electroliers 
are placed in the rotunda of the building 


San Francisco (Cal.) P. L. On April 10 
A. B. McCreery, of San Francisco, in a let- 
ter to mayor, made an_ unconditional 
gift of $25,000 for the establishment of a 
branch library “in such a locality, at such 
time, and in such manner” as may be de- 
termined by the library authorities. Mr. Mc- 
Creery’s gift is made in the belief that the 
usefulness of the library “can be greatly en- 
hanced by the establishment of additional 
branch libraries, thus bringing the benefits to 
be derived more closely home to the great 
mass of the people.” 

Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. At 
the celebration of Founder's day, on May 2, 
announcement was made by President Taylor 
that a fund for a new library building had 
been given to college f 
name is withheld. It was ted that no limit 
was set to the sum available purpose, 
as it was desired to provide a building that 
should meet all future needs of the college. 
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h 
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Carnegie library gifts. 
Albert Lea, Minn. April 16. $12,000, 
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Librarians. 


BoGGAN, Miss Mary, of the circulating de- 
partment of the New York Public Library, 
has been appointed librarian of the Johnson 
Public Library, Hackensack, N. J. Miss Jen- 
nie Labagh is assistant librarian, 


BuLtarb, Miss Martha A., for 25 years li- 
brarian of the Seymour Library, Auburn, N. 
Y., has resigned that position. In her letter 
of resignation Miss Bullard, who has had 
charge of the library since its organization, 
says: “The time is near at hand when the 
Seymour Library will be removed to the Case 
Memorial Building. The tremendous impulse 
which is being given to the administration of 
libraries all over the world must affect every 
institution, however small, especially if it is 
to be kept in touch with this new order of 
things. This means expansion, new experi- 
ments to be tried, the adoption of many new 
features which have been successful in other 
libraries, various schemes for arousing public 
interest in our own institution, which are it- 
tempts in the right direction, but which will 
bring with them increasing care and respon- 
sibilities, which your librarian must assume. 
In May of this year my labors in the library 
have extended over a period of 25 years. 
have served my day and generation here, and 
the time has arrived when younger and 
stronger hands than mine should continue the 
work and carry it on to a fuller completion.” 


Brown, Miss Edna A., Pratt Institute Li- 
brary School, class of 1900, succeeds Miss 
Mary Titus as cataloger at the Lafayette Col- 
lege Library, Easton, Pa. 

CLARKE, A, A., for a number of vears li- 
brarian at the Y. M. C. A., Albany, N. Y., 
has been engaged to .ake charge of the 23d 
street department of the New York Y. M. C. 
A. Library. 

Cowtnc, Miss Agnes, Pratt Institute Li- 
brary School, class of 1902, has been engaged 
as assistant by the Pratt Institute Free Li- 
brary 

Downey, Miss Mary E., assistant librarian 
at the Field Columbian Museum, Chicago, has 
been appointed librarian of the Ottumwa (la.) 
Public Library. Miss Dorothy Schmidt, of 
the senior class in library science at the Uni- 
versity of Chicago, succeeds Miss Downey at 
the museum library. 

ENsIcN, Miss Katherine W., who is just 
finishing her course in library science at the 
University of Chicago, has been appointed 
children’s librarian of the Duluth ( Minn.) 
Public Library. 

Eustis, Miss Harriet Sigourney, assistant 
at the Forbes Library, Northampton, Mass., 
and later classifier at the Watertown ( Mass.) 
Public Library, has been engaged as cataloger 
at the Public Library, Washington, D. C. 
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Forp, Worthington Chauncey, head of the 
department of statistics of the Boston Pub! 
Library, has been appointed by Mayor Low, 
of New York City, to devise and put into 
effect a comprehensive and business-like sys- 
tem of keeping the municipal accounts of 
New York. Mr. Ford, who was formerly 
head of the United States Bureau of Statis- 
tics, is recognized as one of the leading statis- 
ticians of the day. His present appointment 
is the result of action taken by the Committee 
on City Accounts of the Merchants’ Asso- 
ciation of New York. 

FREEMAN, Miss Marilla Waite, has resigned 
her position as librarian of the Michigan 
City (Ind.) Public Library, to become libra- 
rian of the new Davenport (la.) Public Li- 
brary, which is being built with a Carnegie 
gift of $75,000. Her resignation will take ef- 
fect Sept. 1. Miss Freeman was for two 
years upon the staff of the Newberry Library, 
Chicago, and was for three years in the |i- 
brary of the University of Chicago, during 
her residence as a student in the university. 
Directly after her graduation from the Uni- 
versity of Chicago in the class of ‘97, she or- 
ganized and became librarian of the Michi- 
gan City Library, which has been effectively 
developed in its relations with the schools 
and with the community at large. Miss Free- 
man is a member of the American Library 
Association, and was last vear president of 
the Indiana Library Association 

Hoover, Miss Louisa M., assistant librarian 
of the Brookline (Mass.) Public Library, 
has been appointed librarian of that library, 
succeeding Hiller C. Wellman, resigned 
Miss Hooper, who was born in Boston, has 
been a resident of Brookline for nine years, 
and entered the service of the Brookline Li 
brary as desk assistant, in 1895. she he- 
came assistant librarian in December. 1807 
Miss Hooper has proved her executive al 
ity in her relations with the library, and has 
won many friends among Brookline readers 
and her promotion has been received with 
general satisfaction 

Howarp, Miss Lucy E., Pratt Institute Fre: 
Library, class of ’94, has been engaged as cat 
aloger by the library of the American Inst: 
tute of Mining Engineers, New York City 

McItvarne, Miss Caroline M., head cat 
loger at the Newberry Library, was appointed 
librarian of the Chicago Historical Society, 
Nov. 26, 1901, to succeed Mr. Charles Evans 
Miss MelIlvaine began library work at the 
Newberry Library under Dr. Poole 

Ray, Miss Elizabeth C., of the Forbes | 
brary, Northampton, Mass., a graduate of 
Drexel Institute Library School, has been ap- 
pointed first assistant in the new Public Li- 
brary at Holyoke, Mass. 

Situ, Miss Bessie Sargeant, graduate of 


the New York State Library School, class of 
‘07, has been appointed librarian of the Car- 
negie-Stout Free Public Library, Dubuque, Ia. 
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Van Horn, Miss Harriet, for the past nine 
years librarian of the Lockport (N. Y.) Pub- 
lic Library, has resigned that position. 


Wait, Miss Marie F., librarian of the New 
Jersey Historical Society, has resigned that 
position. Miss Wait, who was previously on 
the staff of the New York Public Library, 
had reclassified the collection of the Histor- 
ical y, and partly reorganized it in its 
new quarters in the former building of the 
Newark Free Public Library. She has been 
succeeded by Miss Maud E. Johnson, of 
Pratt Institute Library School, class of ‘99. 
Cataloging and Classification. 


Society, 


BisHopsGate Institute, London, Descrip- 
tive catalogue of books contained in the 
lending library; comp. by C. W. F. 

London, 1901. 6-+-639 p. O. bds. 
An elaborate and interesting catalog, best 

described, perhaps, as an annotated dictionary 
finding list. Entries are, when possible, kept 
within one line, and are limited to title and 
number of volumes. Periods covered, in his- 
torical and like works, are indicated in brack- 
ets. The annotations are the special feature 
of the list. They have been prepared espe- 
cially for books whose titles are “obscure and 
perplexing,” and they are on the whole admi- 
rable for brevity, lucidity and presentation of 
essentials. There are many analyticals and 
cross references. An idiosyncrasy noted is 
the use of the phrase “Look under” for the 
familiar “See.” 


Gi SS, 


librarian. 


The Boston Book Co, Bulletin of Bibliog- 
raphy for April contains a good annotated 
reference list of books and articles on Alfred 
the Great, by Miss Mary Medlicott, of the 
Springfield (Mass.) City Library; a further 
instalment of Cole’s “Bermuda in periodical 
literature” and a record of the “Best editions 
of Robert Louis Stevenson,” compiled by 
Miss Isabel Ely Lord. 

Cincinnati (O.) P. L. Annual list of books 
added, 1901: being also quarterly bulletin 
no, 150. Cincinnati, 1902. 6+96 p. 1. O 
Includes nearly 300 titles of books and mu- 

sic for the blind. 

Cincinnati (O.) P. L. Finding list of Eng- 
lish prose fiction. Part 1: Authors; Part 
2: Titles. Cincinnati, published by the 
trustees, 1902. 184 p. Q 
A well-printed title-a-line list. Full names 

are carefully given, but entries are made un- 

der pseudonyms when well known. 


Detroit (Mich.) P. L. Bulletin no. 13, of 
books added, 1901. Detroit, 1902. 262 p. O. 
Enocu Pratt F. L., Baltimore, Md. Finding 


8th ed., April, 1902 


list: branch libraries 
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Baltimore, published by the library. 12+ 

268 p. © 

A co ensed classed list f all books con 
tained the br libraries. Appended to 
each er s an indication of the number of 
the branch or branches in which the book 
listed t 

The Kansas Crty (Mo.) P. L. Quarterly 
for April contains a 10-page list of the works 
on pl sophy contained in the library 
McCurpy, J. H., M.1 md Bowne, J. T 

Classification for physical training: with a 

complete index; for the use primarily of 

physical directors and others engaged in 

the study or practice of this subject.  2¢ 

edition, rev, and en Springfield, Mass., 

1902. 19 p. D 

The first edition was noted in L. j., April 
1900, p. 195. To be obtained of the librarian 
Y. M. C. A. Training School, Springfield, 
Mass 


The New YorxK P, L 
mainly devoted to a cla 
lating to prices. The is chro- 
nological, under broad class headings, the 
second division being devoted to prices of va- 
rious articles, arranged alphabetically under 
the name of article The works listed are al 
most all contained in the Astor building. 


The Newark (N,. J.) F. P. L. publishes in 
the March-April number of its Library News 
a partial list of the books shelved in its chil 
dren’s room 

The Satem (Mass.) P. L, Bulletin for 
April contains half a dozen short special 
reading lists, on Engraving, Book illustra- 
tion, Bookbinding, Book-plates, Victor Hugo, 
Edward Everett Hale 

The StiKEMAN MetTAtiic BooxksTAcKs 
now supplied by the firm of Clarke & Baker, 


in for April is 


1 ] 
sed list Of Works re- 


Bullet 


are 


New York, with which George Stikeman, 
owner and patentee of the bookstacks, will 
hereafter be associated, having severed his 
former connection with A, B. & W. T. Wes- 


tervelt 
Bibliograpby. 
Crime. Hall, Arthur Cleveland. Crime in 
relations to social progress (Columbia Uni 
history, economics and 


New York, C 


versity studies in 


public law, v. 15) Numbia 


University Press, 1902. 17+-427 p.8 
Contains a nine-page bibliography 
DOMESTIC SCIENC! The Pratt Institute 


“Domestic science 
report of that 
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chemistry, and 
id household 
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Ivory. Cust, A. M. The ivory workers of 
the Middle Ages. New York, Macmillan, 
1902. 19+170 p. 12°, (Handbooks of the 
great craftsmen.) $2. 

The references in the three-page bibliog- 
raphy are nearly all to works in the French 
and German languages. 

Jouns Horxins University. Department of 
History, Politics and Economics. Herbert 
B. Adams; tributes of friends, with a bib- 
liography of the Department of History, 
Politics and Economics of the Johns Hop- 
kins University, 1876-1901. (Johns Hopkins 
University Studies in Historical and Polit- 
ical Science, series 20. Extra number, 
April, 1902.) _67-+-160 &°. 

The bibliography (160 p.) is a record of the 
publications of the graduates and contribut- 
ing members of the Department of History, 
Politics and Economics during 25 vears of its 
existence, terminating with the academic year 
ending June, 1901. [t covers the whole pe- 
riod of Professor Adams's active connection 
with the university, and represents the intel- 
lectual activity of the men who grew up with 
him and under him. The bibliography is ar- 
ranged alphabetically by author. It suggests 
in a most striking way the influence on 
American life of a single department of a 
single university. 

Lasteyrir, Robert de. Bibliographie générale 
des travaux historiques et archéologiques 
par les sociétés savantes de la France, 
dressée sous les auspices du ministére de 
instruction publique. Tome 3, livraison 
4: Seine. Premiére partie, no. 40067 a 
61847. Paris, Leroux, 1902. 4°, 4 fr. 


Lincotn, C. H. Manuscripts in the Library 
of Congress. (/n Annals of the American 
Academy of Political and Social Science, 
March, 1902. 19:102-105.) 
Gives an account of some of the valuable 

manuscripts in the library. 

“Tae Literature oF AMERICAN Hstory,” 
edited by J. N. Larned for the American Li 
brary Association is to be published by 
Houghton, Mifflin & Co., on June 14, in time 
for the Magnolia meeting. In preparing this 


“Guide which comprises more than 4000 
titles. Mr. Larned was aided by 40 specialists 
drawn from the leading universities, from the 


veteran critics of the most trustworthy jour 
nals of America. Each contributor chose the 
works within his own field. and has said about 
each of them just the word of description and 
criticism that a reader or student should hear. 
Mr. Larned has remembered that in many 


cases a reader, a student, a purchasing com- 


mittee may be embarrassed by the riches set 


forth in this big book, He has, therefore, asked 

Prof. Channing, of Harvard, to select from 

all the titles three lists of very great value: 

the first for a school library, the second for 

a town library, the third for a good working 

library. 

Trusts. Library of Congress, Division of 
Bibliography. A list of books (with refer- 
ences to periodicals) relating to trusts, by 
A. P. C. Griffin, chief of Division of Bib- 
liography. 2d ed., with additions. Wash- 
ington, Gov. Print. Office, 1902. 42 p. O. 

VIRGINIA NEWSPAPERS. Virginia newspapers 
in public libraries: annotated list of Vir- 
ginia newspapers in the library of the Vir- 
ginia Historical Society, continued. (In 
Virginia Magazine of History and Biogra- 
phy, January, 1902. 9:289-297.) 

This instalment deals with Richmond news- 
papers. 

WESTMINSTER CONFESSION. Warfield, Benja- 
min B. The printing of the Westminster 
confession, u1.: In translation. (Jn Pres- 
byterian and Reformed Review, April, 
1902. 13:254-276.) 

The translations into 15 different languages 
ot the Westminster confession are here de- 
scribed and annotated. At the present time 
only seven or eight versions are in circulation, 

INDEXES. 

The SupreRINTENDENT OF Documents, Wash- 
ington, D, C., has issued the “Document in- 
dex” (consolidated index”) for the second 
session of the s6th Congress, covering the 
(236 p. O.) 

TITLE-PAGES AND INDEXES.—The American 
Library Association committee on title-pages 
and indexes to periodicals has issued a circu- 
lar letter to publishers, urging improvements 
in the form and method of issue of these 
publications. The recommendations  pre- 
sented are as follows: 1, title-pages and 
tables of contents should always accom- 
pany the number completing a volume, and not 
the first number of a new volume; 2, title- 
pages and contents should be furnished with 
every copy of the issue of a completing num- 
ber: 3. they should be printed on a two, four, 


or eight-leaved section, separate from other 
printed matter, either advertising or reading; 
4. it is highly important that the section com- 


‘rising title-page and contents (or index) 
hould be secured by pasting or stitching to 
ch it accompanies and not be 
nt laid in loose; 5, publishers are requested 


to have all advertising sections printed on 


The recommendations are accompanied by 
a careful statement of the reasons that make 
them desirable, and a review of the special 
faults of the present diversity of practice. 


separate sections if poss ble 


4 
‘ 
. 


Vay, 


1902] THE LIBRARY JOURNAL. 


Boston-Magnolia Meeting 
A. L. A. 


M PNBERS of the A. L, A., visiting the Boston- 
Magnolia Meeting, are cordially invited to visit 
the offices of our Boston Branch, located in the Tremont 
Building at the Corner of Beacon and Tremont Streets. 
Those interested in the purchase of equipments for li- 
braries will find this a convenient opportunity to inspect 
samples and secure prices or information of our lines. 
The beautiful State House Library, the Congrega- 
tional House Library on Beacon Street, the Boston 
Medical Association Library, and the Massachusetts 
Historical Library, both at Boylston Street and Fen- 
way, all contain interesting examples of our “all 
steel” stack work. ‘The modern stack rooms in 
Boston have been evxc/usively equipped with ou 
product. 
We shall also have at Magnolia an attractive and 
representative exhibit of our METALLIC LIBRARY 
FURNISHINGS to which the attention of visiting 


librarians is respectfully directed. 


ART METAL CONSTRUCTION CO., 
Jamestown, N. ¥. 
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AVING successfully conducted an extensive Library Depart- 
ment for the past several years, handling with complete 
satisfaction the entire library business of some of the largest libraries 
of the country, we call to your attention the elaborate facilities at our 
disposal ; not only as to the prompt and complete despatch of all such 
business, but the great saving to the library in the matter of receiving 
exceptional discount. A request for estimate on any miscellaneous 
list of publications will receive the same painstaking care and minute 
attention that an order involving thousands of dollars would receive. 
Books published abroad are secured within a very short time after 
order is placed—our own branch houses in London, Paris, Berlin, as 
well as two Canadian houses, enable us to accomplish this. 

We solicit correspondence, and extend a most cordial invitation 
to all interested in the Free Public, School, Circulating, or Private 
Libraries to visit our mammoth establishment, where the thousand 
upon thousands of miscellaneous volumes are at your full access. 


Yours very respectfully, 
THE AMERICAN NEWS COMPANY, 


39-41 CHAMBERS STREET New YorK. 


| THE AMERICAN NEWS COMPANY, 
BOOK DEPARTMENT. 
- 
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GEORGE STIKEMAN CLARKE & BAKER 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


FORMERLY WITH 


A. B. & W. T. WESTERVELT Catalogue Cards, 
Inventor, Owner and Sole Mfr. Card Index Cabinets 
and Supplies 


_ Stikeman Metallic Book Fu 


LIBRARY FURNITURE AND 
Stacks for Libraries INTERIOR FQUIPMENTS . . 


LIBRARY DEPARTMENT 


280 Broadway Stewart Building New York 


\ \ JE ARE pleased to announce to our friends, Trustees of 
Libraries, Librarians, Architects, and others interested 


in the library world, that we have associated our interests in 


the complete equipment of the modern library. 

Our combined experience in this direction, with increased 
facilities, enables us to plan and arrange the details for the 
administration part of the library, from the storing of books to 
the necessary adjuncts for their proper distribution, including 
the furniture for the various departments. 

Consultation is particularly requested when the prelimi- 
naries are being arranged for new buildings, so that we can give 
our assistance by making practical suggestions to bring about 
the best results. 

Our business connection is the outcome of demands for the 
working equipment of the library in a complete condition under 
one contract. 

We make gratified acknowledgment to our friends for past 
favors and trust to merit their future patronage. 

Respectfully, 
CLARKE & BAKER, Inc. 
GEORGE STIKEMAN 
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BENJAMIN FRANKLIN STEVENS. HENRY JOHN BROWN. 


B. F. STEVENS & BROWN, 


American Library and Literary Agents, 
4 TRAFALGAR SQUARE, CHARING CROSS, LONDON. 


HIS Agency was established in 1864 for supplying American Public Libraries, Institutione. 
and Book Collectors, with English and Continental Books, Manuscripts, Drawings, Philo- 
sophical Apparatus, etc., at the lowest London prices. 

Special attention is paid to the selection and purchase of rare old books and manuscripts. 
Auction sales are carefully watched and good knowledge kept of the stocks of the old Book- 
sellers of Europe. 

Lists of Desiderata have the best attention and Librarians are respectfully requested to test 
the value of the Agency by sending trial orders on by submitting lists for Estimates for goods to 
be delivered, either free in London or New York, as desired. 

Auction Catalogues when printed in advance and Catalogues issued by Publishers and 
Second-hand Booksellers are mailed to Customers when desired. 

Large shipments are sent by cheapest and quickest route, or as ordered. Small shipments 
are made weekly through our New York Agency, at a minimum of expense and trouble to 
purchasers, or single books are sent by mail on receipt of order. 

Special attention is given to Bindings in all styles. 

Periodicals are supplied either direct by mail from London or by mail from New York 
Agency at lowest rates for prompt and efficient service. Send for Lists. 

Payments may be made either direct to London or in U. S. Currency through our New York 
Agency. 


Just Ready. 100 Copies Printed for Subscribers Only. 
B. F. STEVENS’S 


Facsimile of the Unpublished British Headquarters Coloured 
Manuscript Map of New York and Environs 


(1782) 


Reproduced from the Original Drawing in the War Office, London 
24 sheets. Scale, 64g inches to a mile. 10 feet by 4 feet. . . 


The successive British Commanders-in-Chief in America, Generals Sir William Howe, Sir Henry Clinton, and Sir 
Guy Carleton, during their respective occupations of New York and Environs in the Revolution, caused this manu- 
script plan from time to time to be kept up. 

The plan extends from below Guanas Bay to the Heights of Spikendevil, a distance of about eighteen or nineteen 
miles. It shows the Fortifications, Defences, Topography, Streets, Roads, etc., of the whole of the Island of New 
York with the Harbor, Islands. Water Ways, and River Pyontagescn the Hudson and East Rivers, the Military Works 
on Long Island including Brooklyn, the Works in Paulus Hook and parts of the Jersey Shore. It has a copious Table 
of References to various works (British and American), some of them with notes as to the time of their construction 
or destruction 

The Original Deowiag, ten feet by four feet, is on a scale of about six and a half inches to a mile. It is hand- 
somely reproduced for subscribers only, incarefu! facsimile on 24 sheets which can be joined up and mounted like the 
original as a Wall Map or mounted on linenif desired. It will be issued either mounted on linen to fold in book form 
with leather (slip) case, 13 x 10 inches, or the 24 sheets (22 x 15 inches each), will be supplied in a portfolio 

No more than roo copies have been printed and the engravings were erased as each sheet was printed off. 


A few extra copies of sheet 8 have been printed so that it can be sent as a specimen on application from intending 
subscribers. 
Prices to Subscribers 
Mounted on linen to fold in book form with leather (slip) case. . . $30 met. 
Unmounted, on 24 sheets in portfolio... . . «© «© «© $25 met. 


The above prices include delivery to any Public Library or Institute in the United States or Canada, but private 
subscribers must also pay the duty. 


B. F. STEVENS & BROWN, 4 Trafalgar Square, Charing Cross, London, W. C 


New York Agency, 45 William Street. 
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The 


Remington 
Typewriter 


Has demonstrated its superiority for all kinds of Library Work 


FOR CARD INDEXING 


it is especially esteemed by many leading libraries, as more convenient, 


neater, and easier to operate than any other. 


It is successfully employed 


for this work by the following institutions, and many others: 


CONGRESSIONAL LIBRARY 
Washington, D. C. 


| 


PUBLIC LIBRARY.......... Washington, D. C. 
Vv. @. A. LIBRARY........... Albany, N. Y. 
FREE LIBRARY............. Gloversville, N. Y. 
NAHANT LIBRARY.............. Nahant, Mass. 
ROBBINS LIBRARY... .......Arlington, Mass. 
Beverly, Mass. 
SPRINGFIELD LIBRARY....Springfield, Mass. | 
PUBLIC LIBRARY............. Westfield, N. Y. 
CARNEGIE LIBRARY............. Bradford, Pa. 
Chicage, III. 
NEWBERRY LIBRARY............ Chicage, III. 
FIELD COLUMBIAN MUSEUM....Chicago, 
MASONIC LIBRARY........ Cedar Rapids, lowa 
PUBLIC LIBRARY............. Burlington, lowa 


IOWA COLLEGE LIBRARY..... Grinnell, lowa 
lowa City, lowa 


PUBLIC LIBRARY........ Grand Rapids, Mich. 
PUBLIC LIBRARY............... Jackson Mich. 
HACKLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY Muskegon, Mich. 
STATE LIBRARY............. Indianapolis, Ind. 


Anderson, Ind. 
Milwaukee, Wis. 
LIBRARY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
Madison, Wis. 
PUBLIC LIBRARY... ......... Ishpeming, Wis. 
McGILL COLLEGE LIBRARY...Mentreal, Can. 


FISK FREE AND PUBLIC LIBRARY 
New Orleans, La. 


HOWARD LIBRARY..........New Orleans, La. 


New York, N. Y. 
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY LIBRARY, 

New York, N. Y. 
COOPER UNION LIBRARY...New Verk, N. Y. 
BROOKLYN LIBRARY.... .... Brooklyn, N. Y. 
PRATT INSTITUTE........... Brooklyn, N. Y. 


FREE LIBRARY........... 
LIBRARY OF PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY, 
Philadelphia, Pa, 


STATE LIBRARY............... Harrisburg, Pa. 


DANVILLE LIBRARY........ ...Danville, Pa. 


COLLEGE LIBRARY........... Princeten, N. J. 


CARNEGIE LIBRARY (Wylie Ave. Branch), 
Pittsburg, Pa. 


CARNEGIE LIBRARY Allegheny, Pa. 


R. 1. HISTORICAL SOCIETY. Providenoe,f. |. 


NARRAGANSETT LIBRARY ASSN., 

Peace Dale, R. |. 
FREE LIBRARY........ 
PUBLIC LIBRARY..... 
STATE LIBRARY... 
MECHANICS’ INSTITUTE LIBRARY, 


San Francisce, Cal. 
Sacramento, Cal. 
.. Los Angeles, Cal. 
London, Ont. 


STATE LIBRARY............ 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 
LONDON LIBRARY.......... 


SEND FOR SPECIAL 


PAMPHLET ILLUSTRATING CARD WOs 


Wyckoff, Seamans & Benedict 


(Remington Typewriter Company) 
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Philadelphia, Pa. 


..Newark, N. J. 
... dofferson City, Me. 
Columbia, Me. 
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THIS WILL INTEREST YOU 
IF YOU ARE A LIBRARIAN 


THE HAMMOND TYPEWRITER 


The Leading Typewriter of the World 


Ad 


The Hamm 


Takes the Index Card flat, holds it flat, prints it flat. and finally 
delivers it flat, and all this without ‘‘ attachments " of any sort. 

The Hammond has a special library type, and furthermore, 
prints in any language, style of type or color of ink on the same 
machine. 

Hammond Typewriter Black Record Ribbons have been tested 
by United States Government chemists, and have been pronounced 
‘*undoubtedly permanent.” 


A Crowning Glory 
The Best Manifolder, whether Quality or Quantity are Desired 


THE HAMMOND TYPEWRITER COMPANY 


69th to 7oth Streets, East River NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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“Improvement the order of the Age.”’ 
FOR LIBRARY CATALOGUING AND INDEXING 
THE 


Smith Premier Typewriter 


with Card Platen has been found invaluable. 


ORE than 50% of the large libraries, using the typewriter 
for indexing, employ the Smith Premier. It does the 
ps0) 


work required in the most satisfactory manner and without any 
difficulty. 

Used exclusively in such libraries as the Carnegie, at 
Pittsburg, the U. S. Patent Office Scientitic, at Washington, and 
many others. Send for Free Catalogue. 


THE SMITH PREMIER TYPEWRITER CO., 


SYRACUSE, N. Y., U. S. A. 
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Strong Features 
of our LIBRARY DEPARTMENT are 
- OUR EXPERIENCE, extending over many years and fitting 


us to supply ready information with regard to Authors, Pub- 
lishers, Titles, Editions, and Bindings. 


THE STOCK to which we have access, comprising more of the 
standard and worthy publications of English and American 
houses than can be found elsewhere in the United States. 


3. OUR SPECIALTY of finding and importing RARE BOOKS— 
duty free—for Libraries. 


PROMPTNESS in filling orders, and Satisfactory Prices. 


THE LIBRARY DEPARTMENT 


A. C. TIicCLURG & CO., : : Chicago 


7777777770007" 


4664666466 464446446446 


NEW YORK: LONDON : 
27 and 29 West 23d St. f p Putnam’ S$ Sons, 24 Bedford St., Strand. 
LIBRARY ACENTS. 


ESSRS. PUTNAM have peculiar facilities for handling all library business in- 
telligently and to the best advantage of their customers. 

Their Branch House in London (through which they receive English orders for 
American books) enables them to supply, promptly, English books, without the com- 
mission usually paid by American dealers. 

Their extensive miscellaneous and retail business makes it practicable to buy all 
books at the lowest prices, to carry a large stock of standard books inevery depart- 
ment of literature, and to keep in touch with the current publications of the day. 
Their business ience covers more than half a 


KEGAN PAUL, TRENCH, TRUBN ER & C0., Ltd, 


PUBLISHERS AND LIBRARY AGENTS, 
Paternoster House, Charing Cross Road, London, Eng., 
Having extensive experience in supplying PUBLIC LIBRARIES, MUSEUMS, GOVERNMENT 
INSTITUTIONS, etc., at Home and Abroad, with Miscellaneous Requisites, Books (New and 
Second-hand), or Periodicals in al] Languages, offer their Services to LIBRARIANS, SECRE- 
TARIES, AND OTHERS. Careful attention given to every detail. Exceptional Facilities for 
obtaining Foreign and Scarce Books, BINDING OF EVERY DESCRIPTION UNDERTAKEN. Periodicals 
and Newspapers Promptly Supplied as issued. Books Shipped to all parts of the World at Lowest 

Rates. 
TERMS OWN APPLICATION, ALSO LIST OF LIBRARY APPLIANCES. HANDBOOKS, ETC. 
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Permit Me 


to introduce an 


woe Figgins’ 
Eternal Ink = 


at your service. I write true black, stay black forever, and 
am proof to age, air, sunshine, chemicals, and fire. I am the 
only lineal descendant of the everlasting writing ink of the 


Ancients, and am worthy of my ancestry. 


Ask your Dealer for me, or send 10c. for prepaid sample by mail to 


CHAS. M. HIGGINS & CO., Mfrs., 
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NEUMANN BROTHERS, 


ESTABLISHED 1879. 


Library Bookbinders, 


7 EAST 16th STREET, 
(Telephone Connection) 


Near Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK. 


We make a specialty of the correct arranging and lettering of works in 
forcign languages. 


CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS, 
153-157 Fifth Avenue, New York 


Librarians and others will do well to communicate with us before placing their 
orders. 

The latest publications of all the leading American and English publishers are 
kept in stock, thereby enabling us to fill orders with utmost despatch. 

Special attention is asked to our facilities for importing books free of duty. 

Correspondence solicited. Send for catalogues and specimen copy of Tue 
Boox Buyer, a monthly magazine devoted to books, authors, and literary affairs. 
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NOW READY 


The Annual Literary Index, 1904 


Including Periodicals, American and English; Essays, Book-Chapters, etc.; with 
Author-Index, Bibliographies, Necrology, and Index to Dates of Principal 
Events. Edited by W. I. Flercuer and R. R. Bowker, with the co-operation 
of members of the American Library Association and of the Library Journal 
staff. 

THe ANNUAL LITERARY INDEX contains : (1) The index to periodical literature for the year 
1901, making the fifth annual supplement to ‘' Poole’s Index to Periodical Literature,"’ 1892- 
1896 ; (2) An index to essays and book-chapters in composite books of 1901, making the first 
annual supplement to the new edition of Fletcher's ‘‘A. L. A. Index to General Literature,” 
published in 1go1 ; (3) An author-index, both to periodical articles and to book-chapters ; (4) A 
list of bibliographies issued in 1901 ; (5) A necrology of authors for 1go1, extremely useful to 
catalogers ; (6) An index of dates of events in 1901, furnishing a useful guide to the daily press. 


One vol., cloth, similar to ‘+ Poole’s Index’’ and the ‘‘A. L. A. Index,’’ $3.50, net 


Address the OFFICE OF THE PUBLISHERS’ WEEKLY, 
P. O. Box 943. 298 Broadway, New York 


’ I will undertake BOOKS FOR SALE. 
Magazines, 
S. Zickel, 129 Duane St., P. O. Box 1001, N. Y. 


A rare chance for Librarians! 
F. Handel's sammtliche Werke, herausgegeben 
von Fr. Chrysander, 96 v., bound, cheap 


magazine or review published, at a price 


per copy depending upon its market value, ‘ 


or the cost of finding same, if not on hand. 
Boyveau et Chevillet, 22 Rue de la Banque, Paris. 
ecifications of Patents (London), run from 1876 


in stock, and the assortment is as varied St Sees Sat Te of which 1556 are 
nat 


na 
as the production of the periodical press for — 


the last one hundred years. A Business- SPECIAL NOTICE. 


I have considerably over 500,000magazines 


fers? 


like query with list of wants will be met by hee cep 

ASS IN HAND BOOKBINDING.—Miss Eliza 

a prompt and business-like reply. beth Griscom Marot will take three or four 
ipils in hand bookbinding during the summer, at 


A. S. CLARK, 174 Fulton St.,N. City. Chappaqua, New York. Chappaqua is beautifully 
_ Si. Paul's.) situated thirty miles north of New York City. Mise 

=_——— Marot is a pupil of Cobden-Sanderson of London. 
Before going abroad she studied a year in this coun- 

U. S. GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS try. She was also an art student for a number of 
years at the Academy of — 

Anyone wishing further information in regard to the 

A SPECIALTY. | class should apply to Miss Mary S. Maror, 1230 


Largest Stock in Existence. Amsterdam Avenue, New York City. 


W. H. LOWDERMILK & CO., SITUATIONS WANTED 
1424-6 P Street, Weshington, D. C. {| ———————_- 

A YOUNG LADY with of 43. and a, sty 

an out-of-print books supplied, with Seven years’ subsequent experrence, would. like 
no matter on what subject. Write us, | a position. Letters and references. Address D., 

We can get you any book ever published. | of 

Please state wants. When in England call rene 

and see our 50,000 rare books. BAKER'S A had fie training of the 

GREAT BOOKSHOP, 14-16 John Bright | Schoo, 

Street, Birmingham, England. care of LipRARY JOURNAL. 
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THE BICYCLE STEP LADDER COMPANY 


Make a business of fitting Library and all other 


May, 1902 


kinds of shelving with Easy Rolling Ladders. 


This cut shows one of 10 or more styles they 


make. 


ASK FOR CATALOGUE, 


THE BICYCLE STEP LADDER CO., 


65 Randolph St., - CHICAGO 


| JUST OUT! 
NEW CATALOGUES FROM 


ECKSTEIN & WIDENMANN 


BERLIN, N. 24 
70 BE SENT FREE ON APPLICATION 
No. 14. Americana No. 15. Zoology, Darwin 
No. 16. Anthropology, Palzontology, Geology 
| No. 17. Botany, Forestry, Hunting, Fishery 


H. SoTHERAN & Co. 


Booksellers, Bookbinders, and Publishers, and General Agents in 
Europe for Private Bookbuyers and Public Institutions in America. 


With exceptionally long experience in Library Agency, they can promise the best care, dili- 
gence, and discretion in everything relating to it, and in small matters as well as great. 


Established 1816. 
A Monthly Catalogue of Second-Hand Books (*' Sotheran's Price-Current of Literature,”) post free. 


140 Strand, W. C., and 37 Piccadilly, W.: London. 


Telegraphic Address: BOOKM EN, LONDON. Oodes: UNICODE and ARC. 


THE BAKER @ TAYLOR CO. 


LIBRARY DEPARTMENT 


We have sold books to librarians for fifty years. 
We have the largest stock in the largest book market of the country. 
We fill orders promptly, completely, and intelligently. 
We have classified our stock of books and knowledge, FOR YOUR 
CONVENIENCE, into 
(1) A Standard Library Catalogue of 2500 Books—a model library. 
(2) Semi-Annual Clearance Catalogues of Book Bargains. 
We Make a Specialty of Pricing Lists. 


33-37 East 17th Street, Union Square, North, New York 
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HENRY MALKAN, 


Library Department. 


for several months past we have been telling librarians through the columns 
of The Library Journal how well we can fill orders, and at what very 
low prices we can furnish books. The result has surpassed even our most san- 
guine expectations and we don’t mind saying that we feel very much flattered 
by the hearty responses which we have received. In the beginning it was rather 
uphill work, as some of the librarians—who are now very good customers—informed 
us that they thought it rather presumptuous on the part of a new house to 
make such claims, but a trial order convinced them that we could do as we 
stated and subsequent orders have strengthened the conviction that we give the 
most prompt service and the lowest prices. There are several very good reasons 
why we are able to maintain this enviable position, and a personal examina- 
tion of our stock and quotations on some will prove conclusively that we brook 
no competition. We mention a few sets which are not usually found in book- 
stores, as the majority of them are sold by subscription only. 


ABBOTT’S MAKERS OF HISTORY. 32 vols. Half morocco. $32.00........ net, $12 00 
BANCROFT’S HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES. 6 vols. Half morocco..nc/, 16 00 
ELLIS’ HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES. 6 vols. Cloth.......... .... net, 4 50 

McMASTER’S HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES. vols. Half morocco..ne/, 15 00 
KING’S HAND-BOOK OF THE UNITED STATES. Half morocco........... met, 65 
CRAWFORD’S RULERS OF THE SOUTH. 2 vols.............cccee08 net, 400 
DURUY’S HISTORY OF ROME AND THE ROMAN PEOPLE. Trans. by 

Riptey. Edited by MAHAFFY. Sols. net, §0 00 
STORY OF THE NATION SERIES. 500 vols., assorted...............-. cach, net, 81 
CENTURY DICTIONARY. 10 vols. Half morocco........ nei, 45 00 
ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITANNICA.) E£dinturgh Edition. 25 vols. Embossed 

STANDARD DICTIONARY. 2 vols. Half russia. net, 10 00 
WARNER’S LIBRARY OF THE WORLD’S BEST LITERATURE. 45 vols. 

BALZAC’S WORKS. 16vols. Cloth. Introduction by Gro. SAINTSBURY. $32.00, 12 00 
BALZAC’S WORKS. 53 vols. Cloth. dition de Tours. net, 90 00 
GOLDSMITH’S WORKS. Library Edition. 12 net, 16 00 
KIPLING’S WORKS. 15 wols. Cloth. $25.00. .....ccccccsccsccrcccccvevccsees net, § 00 
SCOTT’S WAVERLEY NOVELS. 24 vols. Cloth, Gilt Top. Illus. $36.00..#¢¢, 16 00 
TWAIN’S WORKS. Underwood Edition. 22 vols. $66.00...........00eeeeeee net, 37 50 
TWAIN’S WORKS. 22 vols. Royal Edition. $77.00. ......ccccceccccesecccees net, 42 50 
RAND, McNALLY’S STANDARD ATLAS OF THE WORLD. Latest Edition. 


QUOTATIONS PROMPTLY FURNISHED. 


HENRY MALKAN, 


1 William St. and 67 Stone St., (Hanover Square) New York City. 


Telephone: 5121 Broad. 
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